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While the Child Lived.
Thîis deatlî accue ivas tîme atrangeat I luad cicr

w îtuesaed, Quite imu the center- f tlîe room, elmicli
ws f unislîed si h l es'em-> ceuceis'alle iuxur-> and madnte
le:utiful b>' briglut silit draperies anid fiesers, ivas al
lied chuichu seeme'î t wsom-ld tee wide amud tee long foi'
die fuail infant Iliat, la>' upon it, slowly breatluing its
>1oieit life isvn>. Ai ombm'oidcm'cd screen ivas sproaid
out ast its licad bo suîield it frotm tîme drauglits, anîd
timo bruilliauit hiSCs, s0 deft>' mîingied Vuîat tho>' seensed
nsiiiueriiig massu of umîdistimîguiahmaetle celer, mnade

imon' iioticc-able tlime ivaxeui paios' ef tile dl>iuig clilu-
a chiild wlio liad licou always delicate, and svlo could

îi'v ope te gin lueahth ei- atremîgtm eveui if it his-cd,
thui't'fore whoie dicatiet lesa could notsurci>' ho tîmeisole
cituse Of Vîat tragedy cf tue ensotions vhiclm ivas beiîîg
encd bcfom'c uIe.
Strauîgely cuioigh, the tîve wvîm slmouid ha~ve beemi

di'awui togetîeu' 1>' tumis cemmous trouble seeuused liihd
:iî art, b>' it. E.icli utet it in a different mariner, yet
lieitier svith tiîat resignation wviich 1, knowing thme
facts of tue child's case, bad expected. Like a statue
stood thue motuier, se erect and motiouîless, the straiguit-
f;bllîîîg, folds of ber severe whuite morniig-oNm temîdiii
te complote the illusion. Her featumes aisewere larti
ulied absoltitel>' as expm'cssîenless as marbleý, tiuougi eonce
ats ite raiscd thucir licas'>' lids I aaw ili lier cyca at slip.
presseul gleami-i imor-e like f ar than sei-mow. Itw\at as
thmougi aime were paralyzed b>' somo resistîcas turead.
Teu-s amîd wa-ui soft gr-ief 1 couid understand ; it is
iujttult-al a wsi-naui slîouid dling toiet irst aud onu>' clmild,
-seul tlîou,,h its i-itentien nia>' inesteu ife-iemîg uîîiae-y
for itsîf and ueri ; but Vluis tdcep, silemît ageuy of uuuiid
oi- licartless caulotisnc-ss, ewhiohuer it îmig-lît bu'-I
confess ivas licite bey'ond un> couupmeliension, andit 1
luu-nod te lier Iiusband te ses if I could learnuanytîiig
fr-oni luis aspect Illet %oult liuelp te solî'c the pu-oblci.

Jackt Caiisfort's face woro mue suclu iuipieti'able
iiiak. lio sias whiite auîd liaggard-Iooking, and Isis
pionsant gray' <yes, bluî-î-d %vith ae uiot umîmanu]>
itioistu re as tue>' moît usu>' gaze, Nverle expressiv e of ve-01Y
i-al feeing, thaett e-tsl1studied lizu uneo attei-uî
tis'ly-I couid uuot luelp f.ticyiug-w'as coîînected
onl>' in et seconiiîli-> degîe wiithu thiiu tlitreatenoed
bece sct. It appcai-cd as if lue svcme suil'riuug
notue- pain t'-rougu thia ; amit tuhe eager glamicca

wluiciu sped frequent>' in iii> diiection--as Vîouglu I
'iere thîe Deipiuic Ou-ache, and possesscd of suporhumans
pows-rs te briuîg in>' p-pliecies te pass-were full of

uietand su-el.y Vlis ime it must ho s>' imiagina-
tien sauggested fic:u.

ilad I been tniawstre, of the truc circunistances of
tlîoîr marriage, ] miglit hiave allowed fane>' te rua
uiot in an opposite directien. Imnîglut have suppesed
luim passionatel>' devotedl te a wife sviue liad ne love
te give lus in i-ccurn, and b>' tuuat tneans ceune te the
conclusion that jealeus>' of tuie cluild, wvlici Iad,
perhaps, becut neai-er te lier lieart, svas thie keynote of
luis mysterieus attitude teivards luir. But tluis ceuud
noV be se, I knesi. Since 1 entered tuis roons hie lhad
net addressed at svomv te lier, save tise necessa->
cosuosplaces, anîd ail Vhs tise lie lîad steod aleof
firon lier, ivitisout an attempt at consolationî, w-hile
site nos-er turnei Vo lim as thueugli expectiusg it.
ISesides wviiclu, 1 u-omcmbered weil tlueir wseddiuîg-da>',
nîd Vise disageeabIe impression it uuad lof t upo iun>'
isind.

Jack's fatlier liad been an eld fmiend of miniue, and
-siien thme boy 'sias left te figit isis iva> in thme vou-ld
als beat lus couid on Isis slender pa>' as lieutennt imi
tuhe nas', I uliad felt a semi-paternal interest ili luiî
v-l-iiclu I huad deuiouitrated as oftee as possible in lcta
of practicai lieip. He wias a wars-nearted, ueckioss
yeungsteu', siuose svoîst faults huad been the natu rai
ones of ]is age. It came upen se as a sbeck wiuen
the repourt ieachucd mce tîsat lue 'sias deliberatel>' in-
tend ing te mair>' foi- money-a fact sihsiclu lie hiimsself
subsequentl>' coniirsod. "I1 sli't liai-e te spongeoui
yen ami> more, doctem-. Do you tluiuîh I doen't kuoîv
tuhat; >'u hsave ofteus deprived yourscif of little luxuries,
porbaps necessaii, on s>' accaunt 1"

"lIt is better Vo accept a trifie noNv and tlien f rom
an oid fi-iend tluaî live a1tegetsci on thue bount>' of a
wsoman," I reteîted du-y>.

For a moment lie was confused, and a dark flushu of
nisanse suffused huis face ; Vlien hit answeu-ed liesitating.
]y':

l'Yeu are viswving it front i ta svrst point. Suppose
1 luappen te kaes-1 souid net sa> it te au>' oe
)uot yeu-tuat sie is se fend of me, it miglit kilI lier

if ahua tlsouglst I did uiot, cane tee ? Besides, sie us
I9'uiautingly prctt>'. If site i:td net uund thtis mono>',
l' slîouid have falca hIopclesiy i leve si-ith lier, I
c'xpect, and tluat wo'uud have bccn muore asiksaud,
coussidering thie uiucunistances, don't yen thuiuk 1'

But whiat, I thioughit, it wets uiscleas nuyiuug, ils tlie
wetin- ay s- aIrcady ixcîl, and luis svord plb'dged

lwysond recali ; tuueuglu sihuen I saîv tlhe bride I foit
Ilibre strouigl> tuais osou hio%' gi-ot auîd inuepau-uîle at
sîistakie lue uîad mualle.

Thîis si-as ne mcuiidless cluild, te lie satishied svithi
i:ugam-ed phirasses and graceful deeds, thi:LV coat t-le
c<oer uîotling. If siue si-oro buindet i uîeî b>' love amîd
Ille moveit>' of lier positionu, the Vîutiî must dlîwvu
iipon lier eventualh>', and site svould sulrei- cruel]>' ili
si knewledge cerne tee late. I-fre face, svith its love1>'
enfiiling mout>, and soft, su-set eyes, ever svaidering

towards lier hiusbaiîd, as birds at evontide flutter round
their lofty nests, haunted me for many days.

i n spite of ail forebodings, I was amnazed that
il) two short years site could ]lave developed into
the stoney-eyed womnan wlio greeted me witli sucli
cold, unnatural coiaposure wben, ils answer te a tete-
graphie stiumons, 1 arrived just an lieur before ; for
I lînd neyer met lier in the interval, and had heard
notlîing to propare Ile for so startling et change.

White I was ponderiiîg over tlicse tliings, J'ack wvas
called ont of the rooni ; and as the door closed belîind
bien, -Mrs. Caî'isfort fell upon lier linees beside the bed,
and passionately caresscd the tiny fingei's tient lay
like snowilakes on tlie satin coverlet. Site lîad tlIk'ewn
oh' ail pretence of eoldness. 1 wondered then liow
even for an instant I could have suspected site wvas
Iacking in sensibility or love.

"Docter-," site cried, turning lier anguislied eyes to
immie, "toit mie-is ilicre no iiope' ?"

IThiere is always hope," evasively. "Bc patient.
hoc subrnissive. Thiîîk wliat is better for the cliildl,"
1 ndded as an ifter-tliourlit."

"Good hielp mue I 1 vas only thinking of myseîf !II
I laid my hand gently on lier bowed hecad, a familli-
arity my ago ancd position as ber husband's friend
permitted me. Tite cry wvrung froint lier tortured
heart, liad gone straight to mine. We wsre no longer
strangers ; I feit at thiat moment site wvas as mucli my
dauglîter as Jaîck, witliout protestations on eithîer aide,
liad ever been the son of my adloption. 1 dîd not
-iînswer. Itw~as better to leave ailw~or-ds unisaid than,
b>' ili-cliosen ones, toucli a false or- irresponsive cliord;
but I think the consciousness of îny mute and un-
ebtrusivc symlpatliy liad its good elect, foir site leoked
up grateftîlly tlîî'ouglî tears thtat bogan to fait quiet>'
at lires, tMien afterwards as thougli the flood.gates of
lier hieart once opeiied wovild niever close agitin.

1 went awvay quietly, knowing tient indulgenco'in
lier sorrow woulL ho its bcst relief. Dowvn-stairs I
fouisd ait elaborate cold lunclieon spread iii the dlisinig.
rmont, of wvhici -Jack insisteil on mny partakiiig, tlîouglî
lie himsf ate notliing, and llung Iiiself down ont a
chair near the windowv after dririkiiig a tunîbler of
claret at at draiuglit.

"lYou'l excuse niy sitting zît the table, doctor,;
the moe siht of food turns me sick. 1I have scarcel>'
swallowved a muuliful sinice tlie-cltild \vs*ttskenii i."

I miglit have censidered thisai affnectation, os-, at
least, an exaggerat ion of grief, kneinig the clîild N'as
doonied fromn its bu-th, and tlîat its life liad ])oeil ai-
ready pi-otrnctc< beyond their liopes ; but I caught
sigbit of blis face ils Vhe sideboard inirror that froittedl
me, rcflected between the massive pieces of sliimîg-
sili'er plate that stood beforo it, and could net doubt
the sincerit>' of his speech, thougli ignorant stili as to
its meaning. -lowvever, I could wai. patientl>' for ant
explanation-it lîaving become clear to me tissat not
omil> on acceunst of miy presuinied professional skill had
I been summened, but as an old frieiid, te givo
eastranseous advice in somne criais of the boy's life.

H-e turned telle noîv, lsis eyes glittoring wvith streng,
only lialf-controlled excîtement.

"Doctor," lie broke eut earnest>', -'is th*ïe no hope 7
Tite sane qlucstinL lsis wife liad put te elle, and I

answ'ered more plainly titan I liad dared on that
occasion, that a fev fleurs at latest imust sec the endl.
Prefessional>' speaking, it Nvas impossible the clîiid

With a deep grenn Jack buried bis face in lsis foldcd
aia, and b>' degreos blurted out bis story>, os-, at toast,

eiioughi of it te miake mie understand the rest.
lis my profession confidences are ef tels ferced upon

us iii moments of exaltation that are subsequent>'
repcnted in co]d bleod, and I mryscîf liad invatrably
found that tliese indiscretiena wiere visite:1 ont me, whîe
if at &Il, had enly passivel>' ofilènded. Thîis resultcd
in my cultivatiuîg a manner se determniied>' stein
and unsympatuietie that the mneat eff'usive wverc,
restrained by it. Event now, wlien 1 wvould have
scattered auchi prudential seruples te thie wvints, I
inustunecoscieus>' have fallon into it again, foir Jack,
after the first uuconside-ed burst of oloquemîce, b)egani
te falter in lsis recital, and somethiîîg, soucis er little,
wvas lef t te my inîtelligence te supp>'. Enougli I
gatlîered te be sure thiat wliat I anticipated lîad takien
place Tite young wife hiad gradually discovered lier
busband's wvant of love for lier, and Ikad resonted it,
net in angry wvords or -lances, but b>' a studied scom-n-
fui indifférence, nîost galling te elle of Jack's open
and impulsive disposition, Pespecially as lie wvas begin-
nîng te realize lie lîad merited ne better treatment nt
lier bîands.

Tite estrangemeuit grew more serious ever>' dtv, sise
going lier oxvn Nvay \vitli quiet, uncomplaiînng pride,
lie striving te stifle lsis conscience, ani forget lier ex-
istence in dissipations tliat 1usd formerly been littie te
lsis taste ; n straiiied statte 'if aitirs cnlînînatiîîg at Iast
iii rs passionate icone between thîem, wlien Mrs. Caris-
fort lîad dcclared thnt, osI>' ivhsle thec child lired, for
il-q sake, would site reîiiain beneath lier lîuaband's r'oof.
If it died site Nvould coîîsîder lierself f ree Vo goe, leaving
lii-ui lialf theo nioiie' lie, hast se degraded hiimscif te
gaies.

Wmlether site hiad inerel>' tlîis one grievance againat
liiii, or wlietliei' lier tvratl liad bieen aggrav'ated by
ani> deeper wvreig, I ceuld net tell. Tite strangeat
part of the story wits that ever silice the day tlîey lîad
resolved oni>' te ineet in fiiend>' intercourse before
tite world te silence an>' rumers tliat miglit, bo afloat,
evem- since Lisait, day Jack lîad been desperately in love
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wvitli lsis ewil wife-vitli lesa hope of ever touchin«
ber lîeart agaiîî titais if it lîad usever been bis entirely,
te do with as lie would. Tho deatlî of the chiid,
whicli hlad been daîl>', soisetimes lieurly, expected,
weuld be thme signal for tlieir separatieli, if in the in-
teî-in lie lîad net succeeded iii previuig bis repentance
aîîd wînning pardon svîtl lier love.

Se mucts Jackt Carisfoi-t liad told me, wlien a mes-
sage camie frozu upstnii's le.-gir.g un> imumediate pre.
sence.

Tise cild ivas siîîkiîîg fast. 1 could si!'e thiat the
inîstanît I enuteed the roc;et -id tItis, ii at was net
read in un> expi-ession, miîst have beeîî divined bymy
order te stop &NI rentie lies and stimiulanits, 'ith the
intemît thmat, aitl hope bc.iiig oveî., tliese las. moments
miglît ho peace.

lis perfect silence sve w.aited f or tlie end. Mrs.
Carisfert Nvas on bei'knees as I liad uft lieu-, lier face
stili avei-tcd fromi my vieiv ; but thlisshes ef lier figure
had lest tîseir rigidit>', and ivere bient in an abandon-
ment of grief. Tite injurect fechiiigas site lind liad cause
te cheral> w-e-e swept away by ant ove-wlijeliig ser-
ro'v for thse bai)e wvuio lcad laidi in Ici hiîo, se mIany
weau-y niglits and days, and now wsva passing boyond
reach of lies- motlier love anid care.

Aîîd whîite sise watelied tlîe chld, beir hsusbaad was
-,vatching lier- yearnîingly, intinite pity in lsis gaze; ail
tliouglit of self merged in thedesire te liglîten ber grief
b>' sharing it, knewiîîg tuèe impending blosv sould net
fait se lîe-avily if met togotuser. But appament>' tuàe>
were fartmer apam-t titan tut(-y liad ever been beforc,
and the alen:ler tluread thet liad boind tlîeml Iithierte,
and on svl)i.'l tlîeir presemît visieliar>' fabm-ic of Isappi-
nesa depended svas slowvly breaking- whîite I looked
was breken.

A sliadewv falling atliwart the 'vee pale face, a shiver
runniing thieugli thîe svasted frame, and it svas aIl over;
the ouiild ivas dead.

Mrs. Carisfort staggered te lier feet, and xvith svild
cys searched in> face for confirmation of lier fears.
Silent>' I bosved mn> liead and turned awny, svîth an
effeo-t îuasteriiig inyi>'sli te do em- say a-x>'tliug te
conîfert, lmer-; fer I felt if Cicr thme bm'eacb betîveen
those Vwo could ho bmidged, it svould ho now, %vlien,
lier love Vlîrown bacit upen lîcîscîf, site would more
semel>' (el thîe need of seine oe te Vu -n te in lier
trouble. Both tîeuglît. me hseartleas ne doubt. My
actions have been se often interpreted wvi-ngl>'. Whose
are net? I could affom'd te rest under Vitis oe more mis-
construction, and svas satisfied %vlien 1 saw that tbings
f cil eut as I deaign-Led.

Jack Caniafort iveut toward bis %vifs with arma eut-
stretched, sucb an expr'ession in the face as must bave
softcned l resentment, lînîl sie once leoked up. But
with dosvncast eyca sie retreated blindl>' as lie advanc-
ed, until, reaeîîing the chamber door, sile leant againat
it, nie longer at mai-bIs statue, but a woman startled
into animation, and panting imi ber nervous excitemieat
like a svoutîded deer ntt bt>'.

'<Wife, listen te me ; 1 bave a rigi te comfort you,"
lie cried in 3iarp, inîpasiomîed tolles.

"Tise right ia forfeited."
She spolce alo-%%l', svitli tiant stiff utterance wluicb i.

net inîdicative of lack of feeling, buet tue uevetse. 1,
wlio hîad net mixed witli my wveîld witliout observing
and grasping soute of thme contradictor>' intricacies
tluat go te foras a sveinan's cluaracte-, guessed that al-
read>' she waa rsleuîting, timougt lier- fiuîgors were on
the liandie of tue deet', amîd tme starchcd folda of lier
whîite goîva were gatliered hiastil>' round lier ivith a
forbidding rustie Vo escape )lis contact. Jackr, how-
ever, was less experienced, and bis perceptions were


