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MY BIRTH-DAY.

BY M0011E.

My birth-day1 what a diffurent sound
Thlat word had in my youtlful years,

And now, cach time the day comes round,
Less and less white its mark appears!

Wihen first our scanty years are told,
1 t seens a pastime to grow ld:

And as youtb counts the shilling lilnks
That tine around himo binds so fast,

Pleased with the task lie ]ttle thinks
Ilouw liard that chain wvill press at last.

Vain vas the ian, and false ai vain,
Who said, " were lie ordained to run

Pis long career of lifte again
lie would do al that lie had done."

-\ b! 'tis nmot thus ithe voice that dwells
In sober birth-days speaks tome;

jF";r. otherwise-of thne it telli
Lavisied unwisely, carelesv-.

Of counsels nock'd-of talents, made -

ILaply for h:glig and pure designs,

But oft like Israel's intcense laid

ULponhllollay earthly shrines-

of nursing many a wrong desire-

Of wandering after love too fur,
And takinig every moeteor lire

That crossed my potwa. f>r his star
.. 11 this it tells, and could I trace

le imîiperfuect picture 'er agaiii.
WVitI power to add, retouch, eflace

The liglhts anîd sIades, the joy and pain,

il little of the pi at wvouhl stayr

Ilow iuickly aIwould t imeit away,
All-but that frecdomî of thel indit]

Whi i liath bien more than weaith to tme
Those frienships on mIny boy ood twined,

Arnd kept tilli now unchtngingly;
A udi thbat dear home-that saving ark,

Where love's true light at last l've found,
Cheering within, when ail grows dark

And cornfortless and storimy round.

COLON EL JIAMILTON SMITIH'S IlSTOitY OF
DOGS.

That chî'eap nid elegant seri:îl the Naturzlist's Library, has lhid
f'resh spirit :aliisedintio it, in the thîirtv-fifth elipoe of its existence.
With the exactnîe.sso0f description w lich has distinîgiislied the pre-
q*dinig imubers, and with suflicient iofthcir literary merit, Colo-

i l.inih, Smîitb hrinîgs to bis task a raev' atnd] original cast of

mind, whioe occasional roiglines gives a cluiraeter tu itsv ur.
h. Liao aun e of wi:t Mir. IGillivr wolid cail klnimvledge

f 1bookI.s anlti l' ut creatiures ; lut he has al > survesed his sub-
ie . !i tcir original haiits, and acqutir inornitio froni a-

c.l.ruis sprsmien.who have bearded eveni the lion inii-s dei.
The twii .\mrica aEd lurope. if not parts 'of ;\ia a \nd A

i. hv boit visited by the Cloinel ; and frieid alive imparted ta
hlii :w'îiitts of the 1 aniials they liave s een or slain iii their Indian

ue oir hmat:tues ,teir personal feats oi the nccasioli la'ng jildi-
auly uplewd:Our ntrlt too, is acqutainitedl w-ith thet

writings uof atiqittv, and endcavours to idenify the anima]s des-

ribyclass«ical auithors ; a task Cf considerable diIlieîlty, and
nt c:a ble of irigid proof, from tei generaliy 'o teir aceounts.

Thei generie t'rn of Dogs, which forms the stbjeet of' thîe prcsent
andi fllowing volumes, emblraces wolves, jackalls, titi bcisei, or

wd ogsfoxes, and fox-dois, with lithe counîtless variets ofthe

omnesticatd anilmals, and soie wild tribes, respecting whici it is

doabted whîether thev arc a civilized race ruit o rld, or the original
Ntock of the doniestie dogs of the contry. T'l'le p rimnitivc parct,

the caine A d:n of the dillerent varietie esxisting in Europe, lias
ie been a tiime of nuic iliidiime. 1unlil held th:t ail our

i0ur wcro deried froi thc shephrd's dog : Mr. rBell, i an orgu-
memit ofgreat frce and fulness, in which tu knowledg' of a physi-
olgit' is mixed with the reason oft a ni of senI , atler intlines
t> tihe woit'. luit leaves lie question ocen. Laokiig at telic great
lety 'of the species ot anmîimals fouin iin diflerent parts of

tt world, :mi the evince furiiisIed by geology uf ti' constantl
estinctioi ofi mtle species and tlic productioni of others. it is , I

oalo"e: to consider with colonel Smith, that the varieties foutind
wil in dif 1reit regions, or in a laicsticated stat', mv possibly
Jhite beenî pîrcdneed from trrious stocks. 'The thecory' of une primi- i
ti tpe fu ot certain ainmals seemss to be a msere asssumpîîtion, un- '

'suppîorted by authîority or cvidenîce. Theb Seriptutres assure us as
to o:îe tuan be'ing thîe parent of titi humîlant race, but they aire
sileit aus toi otbher cre'atures. FAisting facets tire equally inconiclu-i
sise. VTe elephîant. the lion, andi othîer'i ofthe noabler anîimîals founiîd

i deren t contuients, ditlfer soi slighîtly as to swarrant te infirencer

thiat the variety' haLs aisen iroms lucaîl circumistanîces ; but tmanyi'
luxei, neitherî domusesticatel nour capable ni' duomesticatimu-decr aind

amonkiîes for csamnpie-hlave as mnys v:arieties as thoasi' brought utn-
decr thc domiiont of mian>. A t tihe saine titme, the stujet is tuncer- j

air. ar:] very' eurious. PssIingT ,by the" anatomnical facets of' Mir.

Bell, the circumstance that the offspring of a wolf and a dog are
prolific, is one of great weight; not less curious is the successive
generations it requires to get rid of the symptons of the wild blood
-to civilize the savage; and the beneficial effects of what breeders
call a cross, with itsetfects in changing the character, can beshown
by a reference to human history. Look ut a Soutiern Spaniard
and an Englishman: the variety in feature and expression, and still
more in disposItion, is as strong as exists between many animals
and hi.story enables us to trace the crosses vhich these respective
people have undergone. Ili Spain, the Carthaginians first, then
the Romîans, then the Goths, and finally the Moors, msixed with
the blood of the aboriginal inlabitants. Ii Britain, the Romans
were followed by the Saxons, then by the Danes or Northinen, and
they in tuirns by the Normans (Northimen with a cross ofthe Franks.)
'Tlie origin of' the indigenous races, and of the people who so in-
-aded tiemt, is indeied a mratter of question; but the subject of ari-

ginal and mi'gratory races, with the effects resulting, is too large a
subject to enbark in lucre. The truc mode of investigating varie-
ties, eitlier in man or animais, is first to draw a distinct line between
establislhed facts and conjecture, and a line equally definite between
the conclsions we may deduce from one and the speculatins we

ima buildt upon the other.
lReturnîing to Colonel Hamilton Smith, we have anothter illus-

tration of the proverb, " nothing like leather." Mr. Mudie, in
considering the effects which aniimals have produced on the civili-
zation of inankind, noticed the dog, nerely to dismiss him as use-
Less for the purpose, with all his amiable qualities and the assist-
ance lie mav render to the savage bunter. The Colonel, treating
onîly of tie dog, considers hiin the prime and primitive adjunct in
the progressive advance of man.

As the dog alonse, of ail the brute creation, voluntarily associ-
ates linse t'ws'ith the ct]onditions of man's existence, it is fair to pre-
sume also that lie ias the first, and tlerefore the oldest cf iman's
coipanîions; tlat to his manifuld good qualities the first liîumters
were iundebted l'or tleir conquest ani subjugation of uther species.

We duoevet> nîow perceive, notwitIstanding the advance of human
reason and the progress of invention, that in a thousand instances ire
cantot dispense iwith his assistance.

If'we stilli fel the importance of is services in ur state of so-
ciety, what must have been tie admiration of man, wvhen, in the
earliest period of patriarelhal life, lie was su nuch nearer to a state
of nature !-when the wild bnter first beheldt the joyous eyes of
his voluntary associate, and heard his native howli nodulated into
barkiing ; when iho first perceived it assuning tones of donestica-
tin lit t press a naster's purposes, and ntonate the language
whiielb we still witness cattle, shiee), and even ducks and hawks

le tri> to uIderstand ! What exultationi ust lie have felt when,
with the aid of his new friend, he ws'as enîabled to secure andI domes-

ticat the fitrst kid, the first lamb of the nountain race !- wen with

greater coibiniations of force and ski]l betweeni mais antd his dogs,
the bill, the biffalo, the caiel, the wild ass, andtien the horse,

w'ere caipelled to accept lis yokLa; and ffinally, ws'henî, with the

saue tasststantce, the wild boar was taied, the lion replled, and

even attacked with success! AltiouîgI the total developemeînt of

:iniie education munst] aive buen lithe work of ages, yet that i, was

very carli, Iowmevei imperfect, of great aednowledged importance,

i attestedt by the prominîent station asied to the dgo in the car-
IIut theoliesof' ;nismî. We ktoIw tthat lis nmeIIII was iv

to one ofthe mîsost beautifi starsanong the oldest designatel in the

lheacas, andi [at it served for the purpose of fixing iii epoch in

the solar :ear bv its periodical appearance. Other constellatians,

nearlv as old, iere likewise ntoted by the naime of dogs ; and thi e

are purooufs, in ypifing ideas 1y, imiges representintg piysical Ob-

jects, tliat the admiration of mi sankind degenertinginto supersti-

tion, moral qualities of tlie highest order were figured itheblia-

raeiisties of ihe dog, till his nanie and his image becane conspi-

cuous in aliost every Pagan system of tiology."

As a speciien of the close descriptive .tyle of the author as a
natural iistoriant, we will take this accoint of

T>IE e'ARACTERIIsIli oF ERUoPEAN wOLvEs.

WoIves lowl more freiently wthn fel ieather is about ta

change tou wet. They grovel with ilie nose in the earbth, instead of

diggiug witht tleir pars, ihen theyi sishto conceal a part of their

bod or the droppiigs about l teir lairs. The parent svolves puuniih

tiir wielps if they e mit a serei of pain ; they bite, iialtreat, and

drag temii i' the tail, till tey haie learnied to bear pain in silence.

Woltf-lhuiters coniinonliv assert tiat the animal is weak in the loins,

aid whuien first put to speed tiat his hluiit-iuiarters seen to waver ;

hat wheni warmed, tiat le will run itholut halting froum the dis-

trict wiere lie has beei hunted, taking a direct lire for somse fa-

vourite cover, periapis f'orty miles or mare iii distance. On these

occasions be wsill leap) uonî wmalls above eighît feet huigh, crossrivecrs

o[biiuely swith thec curîrent, evenî if it be the Rlhinue, andi never aoffer
battle uîniess hse be faily Wrurned ; then lic wmill endecavouir tocripple
the opîponîent by hausty snîaps t thue fore-legs, anti resumîe his route.

'Tle tack of ti iroli is readily; disttigusihed fronm tat' a dog, by
thei mîidldlc claws Iseing close togethser, w'huile ini tise dog tisey' are se-

paîrated ; tihe mîarks,¯ howsuever, wh'en lihe wolf is ah speed] art] [lie
umiddtle tacs are separated], cati bue detcrmsined bîy thei clairs beinsg
dleeper anti the imp1 ressioni more hiairy ; the pîrinît is also longer and]
narrower, and] flic bail of the foot more promsinenit.

"Infierior itn wilv rosoutrces ho the fox, the wolif is neverthecless
cindowedt wsiths great s'gacity. His powers of scenut are very dcli-

cate, his hearing acute, and his habits always cautions. The Eu-
ropean variety is naturally a beast of the woods; ithose of the are.
tic regions and of the steppes of Russia and Tartary have different
manners, probably fron necessity, and not choice.

HABITS OF woLVEs.

"In well-inlabited countries, where wolves are an object of con-
stant persecution, they never quit cover to irndward; they trot
along its edges until the wiid of the open country cones toward
tlhein, a:nd they can be assured by theirseent that no suspicions ob-
ject is in that quarter ; then they advantce, snuffing the coing va-,

pours, and keep as much as possible along lhedges and brushwood
to avoid detection, pushing forwrard in a single foray to the dis-
tance ofumany miles. If there bc several, they kcep in file, and
step so nearly in each other's track, that in soft grounîd it wvould

seem that only one liad passed. They bound across narroi roads

without leavinug a foot-print, or follow then ion the outside. These
novements are seldomn begun before dusk, or protracted beyond

daybreak. Ifsingle, the irolf will visit oîutlhouses, enter the farmr-

yard, first stopping, listening, snufing up the air, smelling te

grouind, and spritiging over the thlreshhold without touching it.
When lie retreats, his heatd is loir, turned obliquely with one ear
forward, the otlher back, his eves burning like fiame. He trots
crouching, bis brush obliterating the track of his feet, till at a dis-
tance fron the scene of depredation ; when going more freely, lie
continues his route to cuver, and as he enters it, first raises his tail
and dings it up in tritumpli.

It is said that a olf, wlen pressed by hiunger and roaming
around] fîarms, vill utter a single bowrl to entice the watch-dogs in

pursuit of his. If they come out, lie iwili flee til 1one is sufficient-
y fiorward to lie singled nuit, attacked, and devoured ; but dogs il

genmeril are more cautions, and evet lhouids require toe c eiou-
raged. or they wsill not follow upoi the scent."

'l'he volume contains a ncioir of Pallas, writh a portrait, and

a vignette of the welli-kncown dogs of St. Bernard rescuing a travel-
ler. The msost valuable, and we suspect tlîcmoust popular illustra-

tions, iowever, are the thirty life-like portraits of diferent animadls
of the dog tribe, froin the pencil of Colonel Smith. The reader
wiho lias no othser notion of dogs and wvolves than whiat lie gets

fron tlhe streets, mneiiageries, and commsson histories, will be asto-

nîislhed at the extraordinary varicty of nature, althoogh lie only
secs a part of it.

THE AUTHIOR OF tOBINSON CRUSOE.

De Foe's writings, We perceive by the last London papers, are
to bc revived. It is a little remarkable that it lias been heretofore
su diflicult to get at then. Indeed, nost of the, it must be ad-
nitted, are suikiiowin. They 1 are as if they had never been. It is

said tiat they anounit in nuimber to no less than two /îundred and

tin, large and siall, politicaul and othiers; and, mîoreover, tlhey

wîere not wrorks designsed for the aristoeracy, for learned men, or for

transient occasions. They wîerc and are esscntially pn/ar, and

were meant te be so. Te London Examiner, a very able print,

itself conîdutcted un) De Fo's politiennl systet niltogetlir, in hailing
thle fi-st nmIbehîr of a new and cbeap edition of hbis coîmîplete works,

now for the lirst tite issued, trulv observes ttt h wias one of the

people. For te penple's sake lie s cfered unflinchingly the worst
indignities wîith whici tyranny attenpts to cînslave the free. To

the peol, eminiatically, lie atddressed his books. Ilis life was al-

together passed in the people's service, and whien lie died in a poor

and painful oldi age, it iras to tic hsutbil er classes of his fellow' coin-

tryuen hie preferred to leave the vindication of his sufferings, and

the preservation of his farme. Their timue, to do justice to De Foe,

lias nuow just coic; anl-hCncefortlh, and wherever, over the whole

glolie, thepeoile are ta be Ibund, the Imemsory of De eFoc wil live,

and the eavenof lis genius work, among the whole mass of men,

fur evermnorc.
The Examiner calls him tic most voluminous as wîell as the

mîost various wsriter in the langiage ; an assertion mic ll sur-

prise moiist of us. Soie of these things, individually, were very

elaborate ; vitness one, mos scrcely ktnii by namne, which le le-

gui lu pison, where the administration of Queen Ann confitned

him for his political -ritings. We refer to the "Jevieu-," iwhuichs

he continued for twelve mîonthls to piblislh froin that place, two

unumbters wseoklv. Itis described as written all with isiownhand ;

it treated of all the various topies of forcign and domuestic occur-

renuce ; liecase an authoirity in politics and trade ; delighted thou-

sands with the disctssions of' a "'lscandai clLb ;" handied iarriage,

love, poetry, langunîge, "l and all the prevailing tastesand fasiions

of the titre." On leaving New'gte he enlarged its plaIn, pulish-

ed it thrice a week, and continuied titis miarvellous, unexampled,

and unîîassisted labour for upwards of nine years.

We liare alludied to D)e Foe's sutfferinugs. lis whiole life wras

spenit in trouble. At lenigths even bis last iricends dlesented] bim; lhe
w'as too liberai, ton courageous, 0toosuchu la advanuce ef lis gene'r-
tion. WNe arc inforîmed, in thuis connectionu, thmat tise " Shoarte-st Wray
n-itlh fthe Dissentfers," iras ordered] ta be bUrnt bus Newr Palace-v'ardl

Us' the comsmon huangmsan. De Foe.concealed himself andît the fol-
ioing proclamation, giving us a minute description ut' lhis person,
iras issuet] froms St. Jamnes's, on tise l0th cf Januîary, 1703.
"Whereas Daube1 de Foc, alias De Fooe, is chuarged writh wr'ititng

a scandalods andi seditious pamphlet, entitled], The Soer test Wuy
ueith the Dissnters ; he is a mniddle si:ed spcn e un, about fort y years


