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within a furtnight, we shatl be obliged, in
self-defonce, lo charge them one doliar
and fifly conls a year.

Lot it be understood our terms aro ONE
porLAR whon paid in advauce, and one
dollar and a hall when not so paid.

‘I'ng Cauncu Guanbrax is the chenpest
Church paper in America, nnd to sustain
auch a paper wo must liave the prompi
payniont of all aubscriptions.

IN OUR MARRIAGE

LAWS,

Wr last weok promised some further
observations upen the propessd changes
in our Murringe Taws, and wo now pub-
Yish the Torm of Palition, which hua beem
cireulatod threughout the Diocess of
Nova Scotin, as containing a brief sum-
mary of the ohjections te these changes.
Wo may hore meution, that persons in
Country Parishes wishing to sign it will
find a copy in the hands of thaeir Lestor:
To the Honeurable the Senats of the I'o-

minten of Conada:

CHANGES

The petition of the undersignel membeors
of the Church of Eogland in the Parieh (or
Misalon) of -

Hussuy SHEWETI,

That yeur Petitfoners have beex wuek
alarmed by the introduction into your Howor-
ablo Housa of n Bill to effect sevious changes
in the marringe lows legaliziog the maving,e
of i man with his decensed Wife's Siater, and
of a womian with her decensed Hoshunl's
Brother, That your Pehitioners are porsuadeil

B thint uny such inturfn"rom'-n. with the talde of

M prohibited degeeos witl materially affet the
5 welfure of the community and the comfmt
"~ and huppiness of wany honseholds in which
sereons connected together by allnity have
ean accustomad te regard euel sther in the
samo lght a9 thongh they were e nneeted by
the tics of consanguinity, snd enjoy the snme
happy Eamilinr tutercourse as brothers nnd
sisters without suspicien or thousht of evil,

Your LUetitioners believe tlint ome of the
marriagoes proposed to he legalized is ex-
presaly forbidden in 1Tely Seripture, and that
the prohiltition of the other is implied, and
they cannot admit that nny authority, ecelesi-
mtical or civl), Is smpowored te dispense
with such n prahilition,

That yenr Petitiencra os{mciuﬂy whject to
the provize in the Bill making a diatinetion
betwoen marringes whera the parties are

Smuembera af une veligious lody, and other
eases, ns introducing an element of cenfusion
and uneeriainty, and they hold that all such
marringes ought cither te ba logal or illegal in

© every ense, withoutreforencate the prenlinri-
- tiea of nny Branch of the Church.
 That en behalf of the children who may be
deprived of their mother yonr Vetitioners
© pray that the present position of the surviving
sister with relation to the widewer moy not
bo altered, as such plterntion niust necessarily
deprive the motherless clinldren of the joviag
care of the nunt at tlie time when it would be
most especinlly benoficial, and under the pre-
sent Inw is comonly enjeyed.
Finally, ysur Petitioners submit that befare
any alteration is made iR the marringo laws,
ample opportunity sheuld be afforded far tha
full consideration of & sabject in which all
Peraens aro more or less interested, and for
the preseutation of their ebjections by those
‘who are eppoesed to nny change; that no such
:{p@rtunity hins Leen alforded with respect to
.the Bill uew beferec your Henerabls House,
and that for this as well as tho other reaseua
herein sot forth it should ho rejected.

And yeour Yetitionare will ever: pray, &e.

It will be seen, in reference to the
Bill published laxt week, that it goes far
beyond its title, sines it legalises the

marrisge of a widow with the brether of | velations become his relations.

i ~ ;
her decoasesl hushand, which is expressly

prohibited in Holy Seripture, and is
net inc'uded in the scheme of the Eng-
lish Marriage Law  reformers. That a
man may nuol marry.fwo sisters, is in-
ferred fl.om tho precept that a weman
may not marry two brothers ; aud the
principle of the #8Hibition is the sune
in hoth cases s hut the marriage with
twi hrathers is a vielation of the letier,
as well as of the Spirit, of Gon's word ;
and te legalise it is to repudiate that
athority,  We are warned in Levit )
xviil., from which our tabla of degraes is
takon, thal, in consequence of their
allowance of the marringe therein éon-
demned, the people of the Jand were
driven oni and the Israclites snbstituter
for them. These prahibitions, therefare,

nature, the law written in the heart, for
otherwise the (dentiles could not have
Leen sv soverely condemned for violat-
ing tham, and they must be of perpelual
ebligation, and still more hinding upon
ns than upon the Jews, innsmuch as our
Lord has inculeated groater purity nnd
holiness as required in His disciples.

The application ef this chapter has
boon sp genornlly recognized, that these
marringes woie, for many ages, absolutely
prohibited by the whole Church ; and
the Eastern Church refuses to this day
to sanctien them under anmy circum-
stances, I'he Roman Church still con-
demns them, although aueuming the
right te grant disponsations for special
rensous, anl by her alse, equally with
the Fastern Church, thoy appear to have
been prohibited as unscriptural, until
the 15th century, whean the jirst dispen-
satien was granted, (te Fmanuel, King
of Portugal, permitting him to mavry his
deceased wifo's sister) by the intamous
Rloderick Borgin (Pops Alexander VI.)
Our own Church affirms that they aro
incestuous, and the following reselution
win passed by both Houses of our Pro
vineial Syned in 1877 :—*“Ne clergyman
of this Ecclesiastical Drevince shall,
knowingly, solemnize & marringe forbid-
den by the 99th Canon of the year
AL D, 1603,

In Scotland, they ava ragarded with se
much abhorrence, thut tle ndvecates of
change, in the Dritish Parlinment, have
been obliged te oxclude that counlry
lrom the operation of their proposed
laws,  Withsuch a general consent as to
the divine origin and permanont obligu-
tion of these prohibilions, we ought at
the least to bo very catious, anl sure
that wu have good reason for the adop-
tion of a ditterent iuterpretation, hetory
wa presume to legislate in opposition te
thew, since even if it were only just
possible that the correet interpretation
of the precept is right, prudence would
load us le adhere to it, as the safe course,
rather than risk antagenism to the will of
Gion, .

Even if we could be persnaded that
these marriages are not contrary to the
Word of God, wo should still earnestly
depreeato the removal of the legal im-
pediment, as a change that strikes at the
root of our family life, placing the wife'’s
sisler in the same relation to the husband
as any  other unmnrried woman, uncen-
nected with either of them, for, to use
tho weighty language of n highly re-
spected Lord: Chancellor ef England,
“our sister-in-law is our sister, and that
is a name and a relationship which, Gop
pormitting, we de not intend to lose.
Sho is eur sister in every respect. Who
that has ever been married has not felt
that, when le has formed a union with
the woman of his cheice, the atmesphers
of love, which he experiances in his
heart towards her whom he has taken to
his hame, spreads itself out collaterially,
aud envelopes all who are connected with
her, in the same way that. it dees these
whe are connected ‘with himself? Her
She is

blood of Itis bloed, Lone of his hone, aml1
flesh of his flesh. All her blood rela-
tions are his relations. He welcomes
them to his ewn lheart and his howe.”
This applies to a great extent to the wife
as well as te the hushand but, if this law
is cnacted, if at rome fulure time mar-
ringe may be possible beiween them, the
hushand’s hrother and the wife, the wifs's
sister and the husband, can no longer
associate together with the sceurity of
brothers and sisters. The domestic life
of England, of which the pattern is
imitaled among ourselves, is an exeep-
tionally happy life, owing, wo have
reason to believe, in a great measure to
pur warringe laws, which enlarge the
“amily cirele, and by their restrictions
enable relatives of several degrees of

must e vegarded as part of tho law ol'%consnuguiuity and affinity o enjoy

familiar intercourse, and the closest in-
timuey,” without giving  oceasion for
Jjealousies and suspicions.

It we do not wish to be deprived of
our birthright and te be assimilated to
othor countries where confuzion i3 intro-
duced into families by facilities for di-
vorce, which appear 1o be inscparable
from a disregard of the scriptural re-
stfictions on marriage, ne time is to be
lost, the obnoxious Dill has already
passad a second reading in the House of
Commons, and petitions should he as
soon as possible transmitted te Ottawa,
with the hope that the Senate may be
induced to secure time for ascertaining
the opinions of the people throughout the
Dominion Lofore cowmpleting this dis-
astrous legisiation.

—

THAT TABLE OF PRECEDENCE,

Some of our exchanges seem teo be
very much worried over the fact that
Archbishops and Bishops have heen as-
signad o eortain precedence on public oe-
casions. They aro very willing to allow
Judgoes, Doctors nnd such like to be as-
signed a place in a procession, hut
Bishops! never! Wo candidly confuss,
for'our own part, that it makes no dif-
ferones to us whether our chief officers
arc at the head or the tail of a proces-
sion. We recognize their apiritual offico
and authority. We enre not whether the
world gives thew tempaval honows or
not.  The cause of the irvilation is casy
to be seenn.  One genileman makes the
amusing assertion that Baplists are elder
than the Church of England by « de-
cade and « hddf of cenfuries."  And then
comes Lhe usual stale assertion about the
creation of the Church of England by
Henry YTI.. so often exploded, but
which still keeps afloat. That is the
real peint.  I[f the Church was 1 new
Church at the time of the Reformation,
then we are il in the same Loat ; we are
all man-made scets, without autherity,
except our ewn sweel individual will, and
mere namss mean nothing.  The point
then made might have something in it.
But no onc can make such an assertion
without ignorance of the true history of
the Reformation in England. The Eng-
lish Chureh wag just as much the same
Clurch after as before ; as the man whe
washed his face is the same man, clean
or dirty. The English Church was re-
foried, not va created.  And as te ths
eftice of a Dishop, in the New Testament
we find three orders: 1. Apestles, 2.
Bishops, meaning oversecrs, called alse
LElders or Presbyters, the latter con-
tracied into Priest. 3. Deacons. _ The
New Testament Chureh was Episcapal,
and thore is net a hint that the highest
officc was ever {0 cease. For fifteen
conturies the Church continued Episco.
pal, and historians toll us the reason for
dropping the title “Apostle” was that out
of reverence for those inspired men the
name was dropped, and the secend order
baving two xames “Bishop” and “Elder,”
the first was appropriated to the A psstolic
office, and the seeond ‘used exclusively

for the second order. W -claim for our
Bishops that they succeed to the office of
“Apostle” in its ordinary official func-
tions. 'Lhe power of working mivacles,
the “gift of tongues,” passod away as
soom as Christianity was fairly promul-
gated, and the New Testament Dooks
were  written, hocause they were no
longer necessary to altest the merit of the
new dispensation. Our Bishops “ordain
Elders,” lay on hands ib confirmation,
have the care of the churches, and carry
out Lhe ordinary functions of the Apos-
tolate. Tt il becomes the hodies of
Christians wha have split off from their
venerable mother, dating not from the
days of Houwry VI, but from the
planting of Cluistianity in Dritain, eon-
turies  Lefore  Augustime, the Monk,
landed there, to fling stones because the
officers of a Tledy so venerable for anti-
mity; te mention nothing else, are as.
signed a position in a State processien
equally with the lawyers and doelovs.
We remember learing a story of a
celebrated American divine. A minister
of a certain bedy complained that deubts
were threwn upen his erders, and stated
his annoyance; whereupon the clergy-
man announced that /e should not he
worried if doubls were cast upen Ais
ordination.  As a Chureh, our bishops
and clergy are too busy-in missionary
work to have much time for State
parades, necessary, we presume, upon ec-
casions. We have too much to do in
this land te worry over “tibles of pre-
codence.”

Mr. Beecher, a Sunday or iwo ago in
PlymeuthZPulpit, made an apposite re-
mark, with which we clese. He said
“that his right hand should fall palsicd
at his side and his tongue cleave to the
roof of his menth before hie ever nttored
a word in disparagement of his mother, the
Church of England.” This is commender
to those who so dearly like to have their
periodical ling at “ their mether.”

e
THF PRECIOUSNESS OF GOD'S
PROMISES.

Tuene is a sad waut of reality about
ke religion of most Christians. Gob's
Word is full of the most precious and
comforting promises, cenditional on our
“askingin Faith"  Yet Christian people
ave so faithless that they will net believe
that these words mean what they say.
Most of the doubt and spiritual trouble
that people have arises frem the§simple
fact that they will not believe that Gon
will do what he says he will do. We
give below an extract from a little book
called : “Trancis Ridley Ilavergal: a
brief memorial of one eof the King's
Daughters.”  Miss Haversal was the
daughter of the Rev. Canon Havergal,
and one of the sweetest peets of these
medern days. Her hymns and sacied
sengs and poems are read wherever the
Englishlanguage is spoken. In Hymns
Ancient and Modern” are inserted her
beautiful hymns : “I could net de with-
out Thee,” “ Now speak to me that I
may speak,” “Theu art coming, O my
Savieur,” * Thy life was given for me,”
aod “To Thee, O Comforter Divine.”
Her death has left a void which canuot
casily be filled. But what a death-bed
hers must have Dheen when -her life is
represeuled to us as follows : -

“1f those who knew her well were
asked te-give, iu one word, the true %key’
to her life, possibly that one word might
be this—realify. To her lifa was real,
and the experiences of the Christian
coursc were all real. Redemption, by
the precious Bleod of the Incarnate Son
of Gop, was & great reality : and se was
forgiveness of sin through simple faith
in Jesus, and peace and joy in Christ,
and the sanctification of spirit, and seul
and body, and constant-cemmunien with
Gep, and prayer, and praise, and trust,
and guidance step by step; ‘a moment at
a time, and ' gladsome service for Jusus,
and the work of winning souls, and of
helping and comforting the weak ones

to fill the catalogue of the operations of
the Holy Spirit of Gon in the believer's
tenrt, and ihrongh the believer's life,
‘ feality’. Yes, that is the word ! She
did not understand anything.at all of 5
merely idenl, sentimental, or artificial
‘Teligiousness.”  She knew nething of
promises that, however affecting and
beautiful, were nevertheless net (o he
fulfilled, or of spiritual joys, and conse.
lations, and privileges that might only le
sung abeut in hymns, or ‘aimed at)’ as
desirable, but unattainable. No; she
toek her Father’s word, and her Saviowr’s,
given ler in the pages of ingpiration by
the Holy Ghost, as a real word, wiih g
very real meaning, snd intended to lead
her to the- possession and enjoyment of
very real Dblessings.  And more, shg
went te the threne of grace with this
word on ler Jips, and asked, balievingly
in the name of Jesus, that it might he
fultilled to her. And what was the re.
sult? Why, ‘ of course’ (as she woull
say) it was fullilled?  Yes, indeed, ‘ of
course’ it was ! And why should Chris-
tians ever have an experience differing
from hers in this respect I

Why, indeed, let us ask ourselves !
Simply because we put two bars in the
way.  First, want of Faith ; second, sin,
Use these weords, “CGop is able,” « (ion

can,” and then “ agk, and yeshell receire.
—_—— -

OUR EASTER MEETINGS.

The follewing clauses of the Church
Act, as revised, are published for the
information of the clergy and people of
the several parishes in the Diacese of
Nova Scotin.

By the revised Church Aet, it is pro-
vided that at the Enster meeting “ any
Parish business iy be transacted.”

Clause 8. “Tie follawing persens shall be
entitied to voteat all meetings of Parishisners
of any Parish ¢f the Cliureh of England»:

(1). ** Men of full nge, who have heen ¢om-
:1'lumcnn;:s in the aaid l’;]u-is!]: for uot less than
#x 1months previous to the day of meeti o,

(2). * All men of full ngey whao nrunlﬁam-
bers of the Churel of England, and have
liabitually attended the services thereof with-
in the Parish for which they elaim to vote
ercept when temporarily hindered by abrence
from their ordindry residence, or any obher un-~
avoidoble mpediient, for nt lorst thiree
months, being pew holders ar otherwize con-
tributers towarls tlie funds for the main-
tenance of the winistrations of the said
Church, within the said Parish, and wha are
not more than six wouths in nrrears, in res-
peet to such contributions.  Provided tlways,
that any persen before voting mny be required
Ly the chairman of the meetmng, or any
Parishioner present. to sign & declaration thint
he is qualitied as aforesaiQ,”

Clause 10. *“No conveyance by lease or
otherwise, of any parsonnge held by n Minister
of the Chuyeh of England, shall be vatid for a
longer period than his ewn incumbeney, anid
no such conveynuce of fany property belang-
ing ts any Pavish, or lield by any Rector, in
virtue of i3 office, shall be valid fer a Jonger
period tham as aforesaid, unless with the con-
currence of the Chureh Wardens and Vestry,
expressed in writing under their cemumon
senl. and in no case forn Jonger period than
twenty-one years ; but with the concurrence
of the Dishep, the Reetor, and the Church
Wardens, and Vestry, full and absointe sale
and comveyance jmay be made of any glehs
land, or ether real estate belonging to the
Purish, if the same Le thought for the interests
thereof. .

Clause 12. “The L=rd Bishop of Nava
Scotin may grant n license to olliciats asa
clergyian of the Church of England in this
Province th any person whu shall have Laen
admitted to the order of priest or dencon, by
any  DBishep of the Pretestant. Episcopal
Chiurch in the United States of America, any-
thing in the Aet of the Imperial Parliament
af the 26th year of Ilis late Alajesty, Ring
George TIL, cap. 84, to the coutrary notwith?
standing?

The words printed in italies are the
additions to the Act.

i

THE CHURCH ENDOWMENT
FUND OF XOVA SCOTIA.

—_—

WE feel disposed te! congratulate our
selves upon having at least done some-
thing towards placing on'a much mere
liberal feoting, as regards certain of the
Parochial Clergy nnd Parishes, the
Church Endowment Fund of the Diocese
of Neva Scetia.

It was gonerally understood, we be-
lieve, by the members of the Endow-
ment Commiltee that ne Parish could
baceme o beneficiary of the Fund except
such as had previcusly heldan 8. P. G
Grant. New, since our agitatien, and
mainly through the exertions and legsl
acumen of the Rev. J. J. Ritckie, of
Annapolis, a much larger. view has been
taken of the Trust; and it has been

and the tried, and all the items which g9

decided by the Cemmittes, so we under-



