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THE ISSUE OF THE HOUR:

Tuz following words from Dishop
Scarliorough, of New Jersvy, are worthy
of thoughtful censiduralion by all earnest
montbers of the Church, e said in his
lnte nddress ty the Uenvention of New
Jersoy i~ -““Tha gravest question for the
presont or fuwure is not. ns some think,
that of liberty or Inwlessness, whether by
eXc¢ass or omission, in using the oflices of
the Prayer Book. It is whether we shall
e ablo Lo gain and rotain our held on
the young life of the nation, er whether
it will- drift away from us inte hops-
less unbelicf, This is the issue of the
hour, and if we are wise, we will not re
fuse to seo it, and make provision fer
moeting il fairly and fully.” In anether
porlion of his addvess, he says :—*The
Church which gets the litila ones of this
goneration, will get the wmons and women
of the mext.”  We wish thess words could
ho rend in the hearing of avery Symed
that assembles in this yoar of grace.
They are words that sheuld startle and
arouse us to acfion, vigorous and marked
action on Lehall of the little ones who
aro confided to our care.  As long as we
conducet this paper, we shall not coase te
call en the Church fo take up the waasurc
of her duty to the childven,  Grave and
practical diflicultios are im the wny of
Christian training of the young. These
are admilled,  But we wiunt (o wee the
prictieal and enamest minds of the Church
grappling with the questien. Wa want
to sce somo of the ability, learning, and
Lnsiness qualities, Tound amonyg our eler-
gy and luity directed to planning reruedies
fur theso itticultios.  We are not pro-
pusing romedies in this article, or saying
that faithfud work is not done, but it is
admitted on all sides that the work is
incomploto, and the resulis small, com-
pared te what they might be.  The desti-
ny of the Deminion fer the next cenlury
depends on the generation whe are grow-
ing up.  Into unr country are coming
represontatives of avery natien of theold
werld, They bring with them inheritud
tendoncies, inanners and customs. The
warm blood of the South is mingled
witk the colilor blosd of Novthern regiens,
In time, the descendanis of these people
imtermarry, aud ferm the mation. it is
the provines of Christianily to mould the
wation for good, to take these hoterogenc-
ous tuasses with the blood of all nations
eirculating in their veins, and win thom
for Christ, for morality, for law and or-
der. If this be not done, then loom-
ingin tho distance is tho red flag of the
Cemmune, anarchy and rain. Now, if
we can get the children, we have the
men nud women of the next generation.
Is theve not a growing irreverenes, a half
eomcoaled skepticism, and gross iznerance
of Lhe great truths of religion and their
relation 10 each other, as woll as much
#in, among numbers of the rising gewern-
lion? Time aud thought must be given
te the subject of traiving the young, if
we wish to hold them for Qhrist, . 4ud
if,,v"can do this, tho course of gond gov-
ernment, ‘wmorality and order, will be
assured in the near futurs,

THOSE RECENT LARGE
ACCESSIONS,
1~ chrouicling the recent accessions of
a “host” of ministars from the various
denominntions to the Chureh, as wo did
in our issue of the 8th inst., when the
names of furty-nine (brought wp to fifty-
four hy a correxpondent,) were given, we
are ledl to eniquire as to the practical offects
which this large number of able minds,—
for in nearly every cado they have been
recognized as men of standing and of
pulpit akwquence in the deneminations to
whichthey formerly holonged,— willexert
upon the Church into whose Ministry
they have now heen received.
Thal this i & matter of great moment do
the Chureh, none with the facts before

1 thew will earo to deny.

fnereasing in this mtio, the acceasions
of future years will represent a large
propartion of the whele Ordinntions, and
niust therofore exercise a corresponding
influency upon the whele Church, These
men aro {o bo of the Charelvs teachers. Te
their will be eonfided the moulding of
the minds of the young, and tho placing
the Church in the high position which, it
socing, im the good providence of Gob,
sho iv destined o atlain,

Now, ns we of the Canadian Church
are 80 iutimately related to our sister
aoress the line, both geographically and
othorwise,—and a vary larze propertion of
the nccessions have been in the United
States,—it must be apparent that any
permanent impress wpou hor will soonor
or later make itsolf falt on eumalves, and
that, therefove, it is a matter of grave
coneern {o us lo know what influences
are ab werk thore, and whether the Church
is progressing froo from any admixture of
the radiealism which hag marked tho
course of the largy disseuting hodies of
that country.

It is well, under those circumstauces,
to liave it ganoraily known, asa watter of
fact, that the Bishops eof the United
States, especially sineo the unhappy Cum.
ming schism, have mads the standurd of
admission high, and that these ron have
buont aspecially rocommonded ns schelars
and judicious thinkers.

This is well. No man ought to he
Ovdaiued until he has given satisfactory
uvidenco of possessing the needful quali-
fications.  First, and as an all-tmportant
preliminary, he should possess holiness
aml blamolessucas of life; and then he
shoulld nndergo a lengthenod probativn of
instruction and discipline, to ensure the
roality of his scholarship and conviclions.

The fact that thase men havo been wil.
ling to give up, in several instances,
much better positions, in & worldly point
af view, and that in many cases tho mest
tender tieg have had to Lo sovered, while
they have hoen respected for their godly
lives, as wellas noted for thoirscholarship
and their comsorvatism in the denomina-
tions they have loft, justly entities them
to claim excellent and satisfactery antece-
dents, and justifies every confidence that
their future courss will be loyal and true
to the Church of their adoption.
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Derive the vext ten years the Church
will bs under pressure upward or down-
ward. To achiove any positien it must
cast off the swathing bauds and stand up
in tho manhood of a workman's habit,
1t must not any longer lie in the cot for
big krother to poke fum at, A baby isa
vory innocent little thing and smusing to
play with, bus the Church of England in
this Provinco eught by this time te be
tired of acting littla hoy, and should strike
lustily for position. Anaggressive Church
livesand thrives, and ne other. But hew
shall this be accomplished  An earnest,
go-ahend clérgyman weuld be the sert of

man the laity weuld look wpon with

suspicion, unless he would censent to
werk ahead oa latitudinariam linas, and
be earnest in megations,—splash away at
the seup, but make no enquiry for the
pes. And besides, there is no unity
among the elergy, "T'rue, wany agree
in sentiment, but there is ne united
action. Fach one stands and falls en bis
own think. Exchange of pulpits ! When
and where 3 Clerieal meatings at cantres
for mutual edification, prayer, mizsien
purposes, ete, ! (F ye winds, hreathe it
not! Ivery man is his own Bishop, and
—shall we say it? Pope. Tien, lirst of
all, tha Church )iere must have a hend.
Prince Edward Island and the Magdalen
Islands should form a Digcese.  We need
a Bishop who car Le oa the Island,—one
who will ake the clergy obey the laws
and rules of the Church; one who will
erganize, and insist that Parish Popes
shall cense te ha; ene who will gather up
the scatterod hrands, and concentrats the
flama and heat ; ono who will encourage
little Lrother te leave the cradle, to grow,
tostreteh himself, to he aman ; to display
bene and muscle in the war of aggression
on the world. Such a war must, from
the nature of things, be for a time un-
popular, but all would ceme right in the
end. And secendly, the Church wust
have soma deliberate Assembly, not once
intwo years, bul some Anaual Assembly,
and on the Island. The laity must be
encouraged to enter into questions of
Church Jovernment and discipline. All
that relates to thom sheuld have their
sanction. A Church layman is mads for
semething elss hesides altendance at ser-
vices and giving o the Offertery. At
firat the laily will find thomselves at sea
on almost every Church uestion, aud if
thero be amything in them, as there is,
they will read azd work up, and hecoms
pillars te the Church. At present the
laity could not held their own, if attacked,
a3 Churehmen. An avernge Baptist could
puzzle aud turn info ridiculs a dozen
Churchmen, on theelogical and Church
questions. Asa people, the laity know
abselutely nothimg about the Church.
The hare mneuntion of well-known historical
facts wiil frighten many, and any attempt
to assert the Chureh’s claims and authority,
(08 not being a sect of Christinms, but a
part of tho Cathelic and Apostolic Chatreh
founded befors a written Gospsl, and
passed on th-ough the ages). weuld raise
the ery of Popery. Aany of our laity
dave not faco the truth on » Church quas-

tion. XY Z
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Tur Biste Cuass,

Next iuorder of jmportance, we place

the Bible Class. "I'ho Bible Class serves
three purposes.
i First, it solves that most interesting
and perplexing preblem, how to retain
our soys aud girls after they bacome too
old, or think {hemseclves too old for the
Sunday School. A judicieusly conduct-
ed Bible Class, with its two branches, ene
for males, the othor for femalss, will act
as a stimulus upen the clergy, and will
keap our youth to their place in the
Church.

Secondly, the Bible Class induess real
stody of Seripture.  Knowledge of Holy
\Yrit is much less thoreugh than the ma.
jority ef our pulpits take for granted.
There is a certain ameunt of reading, and
consciontious reading, so far as it goos,
which is movertheless very suporficial,
When you have counted out the coneeit-
od, half-imstructed critic, the fanatical
text hunter, and the woeak-minded senti-
mentalist, there are few Bible students
teft. The Bible Class is an epportunity
fer guidance and ceunsel as to systematic
study whick eught not to be meglected.

Thirdly, the Bible Class should lead to
the study of Scripture as a4 whols. The
Bible isnot only read very supsrficially
by many Christian people; but it is read
&s 8 cellection of books having very little

connection with each ether; and s con-
taining different principles fer different
periods. The object of the Bible Class
should be, mot omly te frain those who
attend it in real Dible study, with all the
Haht that can ho brought to bear upon
the sacred page frem critical and exege-
tical sources, beth happily abundant ; hut
also to bring the Dible before them as a
grand whole. One voluwme, it proceeds,
through hwman hands, and at different
epochs, fro1 ore Divine auther ; rovenl-
ing Him after His own plan from first to
last ; having a deep and intimate counex-
ion Bot alwuys easily discerned, between
ity several portiens, and, as St. Augustine
axpressas it, enfolding the New Testa-
ment in the Old, anfolding the O1d Tes-
The Bible is net a
beok ef puzales. It is wat a fatich, or a
charm. Itis the Revelation of Gop to
man. Assuch, it must be studied as a
whole, or it will but be half used. And
this raruires guidance.

The Bible Class sheuld he cenducied by
the Recter. If he is batter engaged nnd
wishes to hand it over to another, it
should, if possible, be emtrusted to one
whe to vital picty unites a knowladge of
the original language of at least the New
Testament. Or a commentary shoulfd be
provided which the parish priest approves,
and expects to be used in the work of
preparation. The responsibility is always
his,

The class should be bagun by a short
service, and a hymm. XNo time sheuld
then be lost in coming to the subject at
ounce, The writar can do little mere here
tham suggest s goneral outlims. The
needs of individual parishes differ so
much ; the ideas of clerzy as to what will
mest profit different classes among their
people are se varied, that what one firds
useful, anotlier may not. Dut thers are
ons er two principles which are essential.

The preparation shonld be thoroush.
If a clergyman dees not master the sub-
ject himself, how can he expect hispupils
to bo interestel. They need, and must
have, solid foed. No trite common
placss, ar hackneyed rewarks, will hold
them. They must fee] that thereis sonte-
thing real te be gained by their atten-
dance, or they will not go.

The inzlruction, after the passage has
been read, should be cafechetical., This
keeps the attention much better than the
Liortatory methed, and allows a more free
use ol illusteations.

1f practicable, the lesson showld be dis-
tributed by leqilets among the members of
the class va the meacting previous, and he
studied by them at home. They should
always be ancouraged lo ask questions for
theniselves, which keeps up the intersst,
The oxpense is trifling, and the work
much more therough,

tament in the New.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN OUR
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. ;

A WELL KNowx clergyman of the Dio-
cese of Nova Scetia has kindly placed at
our disposal some notes of a spesch de-
livered by him several yaars age before
the Syunod, upon this impertant subject,
when the prasent Sehool system of Nova
Scotin was absut becoming the law of
the land,

W can readily understand the indis-
position en the part of the clergy at that
time to vigereusly oppose a measure,
which was comsidered by many of the
laity, and by the great bulk sf Protest-
ants outside the Ghurch, to be so en-
tirely for the public geed. This did mot
prevent, however, some at least frem
expressing opimions adverse to the mew
state of things ; and these metes will ho
fsund imteresting as showing hew ae-
curately the spesker described what is
new admitted te be a great avilim the
Scheol system of the Lower Previnces,

‘Woe published some weaks age, at the
suggestion of a correspendent, an srticle

| the Presbyterians, showing how the views
of that religiuns body have changed ; and
we have seon in print sufficient? te justi-
fy s im assuming that the other bodiea of
Christians are agreed in desiring o
change.

We predict that this question will
sooncr or later be foli to be s¢ momen.
tous as to call for special legislation to
satisfy the dewands of the Christian peo-
ple of all deneminations,

N Phose of us who have received a
seholastic or collegiate education, even i
a country iike England, whers the rel;
gious element is not eliminated, know
how, frem the praciical preminsnce given
to Classics and Mathematics, Theol(?"ical
and Biblical kuowladge socmed of (;uite
secondary and inferier consideration
and to the present very great regret et"
many of us was comparatively neglectad
or relegated to future years ; and if uni
(I‘UI 4the comparative advantages of the
English system this resulted, much more
may we fear, that where, under a purely
secular system,our children and our youth
are taught to regard the knowledss of the
things of this werld as the onl} Heces-
savy knewledge—thera the knowledge of
the things of God—there the true sdu-
cation of man—will gradually, but surely
fall into centempt. This, I think, must
he tho effcct o the minds of these, who,
day by day, are carefully instructed in
secular wisdem, but xever seo God's
minister, aud never ave publicly taught
God’s truth, save for a fow moments on
one day out of seven. What; in fact, are
we by suck a systom, saying to eur child-
1fan,l but _]ursi the cenverse of our Saviour's
eaching. “It is of more advantase i
the world than to save your soultt.:" tg‘%:?;

etter for you to know kow to got on in
this life, thar to bs educated not only for
time, but alee for oternity.”
And if s0, thon my brethren, with such
a system, we—I do not say as Christians
merely, but evon as theughtfu) men—
must ab once join isswe. For education,
brue education, what is that? Not sim-
ply the information of the understanding,
not simply a collection and knowledge of
certain facts, not merely the power te uso
these cleverly for our ownm selfish good.
Nay! Education is the drawing out and
developing the powers of manhood in us
every om, the power of the spirit, and
the love of the soul, as the cleverness ef
the intellect—those faculties which bring
principle and virtue, and morality and
feeling to bear upon our theughts, our
da:stgns, our life; and what can develope
this Lut religion? What can induce this
bt the thaughts of God, of Christ,
of judgment and eternity, of Heaven and
Hell? Thess tremendous truths instillsd
mte our minds—taught as eternal veri-
tiss—{hese, and these alone, can call out
those answering {acullies and qualities of
our nature which make us men of honouy,
and men of truth.
Banish the thonght, then, of these, the
teachings of such truths from your sys-
ten of public schools, and you ignore the
deopast and (ruest faculties of our being ;
you develope in undue propertion the
mere intellectual and worldly faculty.
You ge far te turm out a race of clever
men, no doubt. Take caro that they do
not prove to he “clever devils.” I speak
advisedly,  Satan himsslf isan jmntellect-
wal boinrg, clover erough, God knows;
worldly eneugh, priree of this world 5
but what does he want? Feeling, love,
principle, Isitnottrue? Let usbhewara,
then, lest by remaining cenfent with s
system which induces worldly knowledgo
and cleverness, but which forhids the in-
treduction of that knowledge which is a$
the 1eot of all true fesling, principle and
virtus, we lelp forward in gur children
the characteristics and disposition of the
devil himself.

And here, in confirmation of all that T
have said, I have only te refer you to the
able rapert of the English Commissioner,
the Rev. Mr. Fraser, on tha secular schosl
system of Awerica. You will there raad,
that whilst calculated to produce a clover
and intelligent race of 1men, its offects as
regards principle and merzlity are most
lamentable ; that in all that goes te wmake
menr, great and good men, g matien wise
and true, it tails, fails miserably, That
in Ameriea, thoughtful men are cenvinced
that it is 1o rough-and-ready a methed
to cut the gordian knot of gur sectarian
difficulties, by banishing religion frem
sur schoels, and are wishing instead
thereof to inaugurate a system of denom-
inational achosls. e

This latter, I believe, is simply impos-
sible for us. In the face ef this impessi-

which recently appeared iz the organ of

bility, what are we to do?  After hearing.



