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as narrowly as e minay, r.tit as season follows season
in gloriaus succession, the Church will lead then
is the foot-step of the Master fron the lowly manu-
ger at Bethlehem to the Ver> Ilight iland of the
Miajesty in the heavens.

The pua pose f these brief notes will have been
fully answered should any be led by them t prize
mre bighly that admirable arrangement of the
revolving cycles of time which the sacr"d poetry of
Keble as immortalized under the familiar name of
"The Christian Year.

First then in order cones the Season of Advent.
Blunt. in bis 'Annotated ituk of t ommtîon Prayer."
te which we art nuch indebted for historicalum-
foaîtion. says that ' under ils p'resent naine the
Season of Advent il net to be traced further back
than the 7th centuryb: hut t'eincts, Episties and
Gospels for five Sundays before the Nativiv of Our
Lord, and for the Veiinesdays and Fridays also, are
te be found in the ancient Saeramentares, and in
the Cones of St. Jereiue.

These ofer goed evidence that the obserrance of
the Seaon was iutroduced ino the Churci at the

anie time wit the observance of Christias : yet
there is not, propeily speaking, any seaaou of
Advent in the Et er Church, which bas alwaysr·
preserved ancient custous inLct though it observes
a Lent before uChritmas as wIell as hefure Eister.'

At the iformniation the Chureh of Engl asnd dis
continued lthe special Epistles and Gorîels, which
until then iid been in u e for the Wednesdy and
Frid-aysi in Advent: but i is her manifest desire
that the sacred seaon should be kept by lier faith-
ful children in a spirit of lowly wraiting for the re-
tor of their absent Lord, and of devout conteu-
plation of that tinte in the earthly long ago wlien
lie "came to visit tus in greati lumility." Now she
wouild have us listen with awe to the waruing cry
of its voice- in the wilderness--Iepent y'e ;for
the kingdon of heaven ia at hand :" now to thle
heit-hriiliiig sang of the angels-' Glory to G- 1
in the higiest, and on earth peace, good wil towards
uen."' Again would she lead us to ltlehem's

humble cradle tu worishilp with aduring wounder the
infant Son of Gon ;or with upliited hand i oukil
paoit Us t the clods of heaven, soou as a mighty
chariot to bear back te his watelitng chiiliren in
power and great glory the once enru:if-i but now
triuînphant Redeemer

A note in our Prayer boo; reads--"Advent
Sunday is always the nearest Sunday te the Feaist
of St. Andrew, whether before or after." The
observance of St. Andrew's Day iFs fixed for
Naveamber 30th: this year, therefore, Alvent Sui.
day falls on Novemiber 27th, the ear/iit iiy on
wiichit, is possible for it to occur, as Deceimîber 3rd is
the lateta. "It seeans probabl that tte i% esterta
Ciatrclîe of Europe origiually keept six Advent
Suniays. as the Eastern still keeis a forty days'
fast, begininîg on the sOame day. llut the Englishi
Church since te eConquest, at least itas obsîrveîl
four only, aithongh the title of the Sunday preced
ing tue first ithe Suniay next before Advent> ceent
to offer an indication of a iil th in more ancient days."
- JiLUNT.

The date nt which the Collects far the first and
second Sundays in Advent were composed ils1549.
That for thc third Sunday was composed hy liishom
Cosin in 16 ;. The Cotteet for the fourth Sunday
isa leungthened translntion fron tht in the Sarin
Missil. For grandeur of thought, as for beauty aud
dignity cf expression, these four inspiring petitions
are fit introductories tO that systen of Collects
whieb gathers up within itself in such a compre-
hensive grasp te sacred lessousof every Stnday and
holy-day throughoiut the year.

SERMON,
By the REV. CANON PARTRIDGE, B. D., ai the

Annua/Senice of the CAureA of Eng/and i-
sti/ute at St. .uke's Ca/hedra/, rhursday
Evening, February g/h, 1882.

"From whorn the whole body fitly joined together anti
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to
the effectual working of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love."-Eft., iv., 16.

(Concluded.)

I am asked to come here and speak on the
anniversary of your Church of England Institute.
I arn but as yet a stranger among you, and know
but little of your affairs. But I can test the use-
fuiness of your Institute by one question, What isit
doing for the Master's cause? If it flourishes, it is
because it is working-because it has zeal-because
it must work. Your Institute must not be guaged

y its mere power of amusing and whiling away an
idle hour, it must have a stronger motive than that.
There are a number of men banded together, a
good quantity of bone and muscle and.energy and
lhfe. Is it making its mark on this place ? If it
flags, it is because itLis not justifying its existence.
Let it lay firm hold on some distinct form of
Church work, grasp and -grapple with some real
difficulty. and pursue to successful compiletion, that
will bring the red life-blood surging through its
arteries, and brace up its heart-beats.

And the sane test will apply ta al Church
work: What is. Halifax 'doing for the Master's
work ? Is it actuated by the same burning zeal that
boils over all bounds, and will no, cannot be with-
held from bravely and boldly rushing forward,
thoroughly furnished unto every good work ? We
of this grand old time worn, wcatherbeaten Church
of England have much to be thankful for, mauch to
prize ; we have inherited a glorious history, we

have an unchangeable faith deposited with ius, o
which the Churclh must be the unîvielding guardian.i
We have an apostolical ministry descended un.
broken fro the birthday of the Church at Pente-
cost, which no plausible sophistry niust ever temiit
in to undervalue or give uîp. We have a rich herit-5
age of heroic lives and martyr deaths, shining onç
cor wrork of to day wvlith a lustre that lapse of timer
bas scarcely dinmmed ; but it is not beanse of tlhese
that the Church still labours and prays and agonizes
over a world that wvill not hear. It is becauise the
drops of the bloody sureat are still falling un the
sward of Gethssemane, becanse the vilfu ieye sîill
pleadm fron the blessed cross, because the toies of
this glrious voice slil re-echo across the centuries.
"La I an with you always," because there saill live
and perish. the myriad souls for whici Christ died.
'hlie Chuîrch's mission is the salvation of the world ,

I L It rensains to devote a tew- brief moments
more to lie second of the Ideas presented by the
''ed. "Fitly joined togethler and conipacted
in love," ihis means a fnfr-t organication. Tle
Churci of England to-day has msuch zeal, not a
hundredth part of what she ought to have. but still
some. But she lacks in organzation, There is a
lack of sympathy between rich and poor, a want
of the "effectuîal working in the measure of cvery
part," ai absence of working organizations which
not only bind together pastors and people, but
draws out the special gifts for work of every muen-
her of the Church. A great change must cone
over the Churcl in this respect before she can take
ber rightful place and do the vork whicih now others
are doing for ier. lier sole aim must be the
glory of Gou, ber bond of union, tise love of Christ :
ier pressing, overpowvering work, the winning of
souls:--ier m n<k of Catholicity to b e known and
read of ail men, steadfasiness in the Faih. Ad Iin
the Parish peace anad unity flowing frocs a generous
ensulation between pastor and people in the wîvork
of the i Master, an abounding love for Christ shewn
in attention and synpathy for the sick and suffer-
ing among His children, and a firm and holy reso-
lution to shew forth the fruits of a pure and scrip-
tural Faith in carnest and sehî-denying lives. Ai,
brethren, this is a noble ideal. It stirs our blood and
sends a generous impulse throughs us,for we recognize
this as the battie cry of a truc soldier of Jesus Christ.

But to carry this out, the Body of Christ must be
"compsacted by that which every joint supplieth."
Thatis the idea. Organized work. Work for the
pastorin thelousecfGon,by the sickand dying bed,
and in superintending and directing thIe w-hole.
Work for the Snnday School teachers in training
the young for Christ. Work for the Bible Class in
elucidating the truths of holy writ, and arousing
interest in the stupendous thenes that treat of Life
Eternal. Work for the sick visitor and syipathiz-
ing friend, oten unnoticed of msen, but known of
Go. Work for the aged saint in pointing out the
nerciesof GOD, and drawing others to lHim by the
power of a winning conversation. Work for lise
active man of business who ca give of his means
and influence and leisme. a recreation that will
richly repay him. Work for the child, ho cain,
GO helping, often lead a parent to the foot of the
Cross. Work for the busy macron, lending a few
heurs to the Lord fronm the duties of domestic toil.
Work for those who, not beung blessed with much
of this world's goods, mnay yet join in prayer and in
personal service. Yes, for ail these there is rooni,
and there nust be found employment. Thus and
thus only can the concluding words of the Text
be accomplished. For what do your pastors labour
and pray, for wvhat the hecads of families give of
their time and means, for what du self-denying
men give of their leisure, for what do the silvery

toises of the church-bell rall us as often as possible
to glad service in the house of GoD For what do
anthem and hymn, joyous song and solemn prayer
rise fram humbly thankful hearts and voices, and
strains of importunate suppications enter inte the
cars of the Lord Go of Hosts? Is it not that we ail
as members one of another, as "fellow-citizens,"
&c., may make increase of the Body unto the
building up of itself in love? Is it not that WC al,
even as hece n ear-th we join in working for the
Master's cause and evangelizing the world, may
hereafier be recognized in the Jerusalem above as
there one family in Him, who shall sing the new
song of Moses and of the Lamb?

Yca dear friends, let this b cour aim, Let these
motives and aspirations sanctify our work, and it
shall be noted of our Lord, and return upon us
here in "showers of blessing," and call forth ai the
final trial the blissful commendation. "I knowi
thy works." To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me on my throne, even as I also over.
came and am set down with my Father on his
throne."

dLrru5punbtnqe.

2he colutmns of TUE CHURcU GUARDIAN wit/l
befreely open te al who may wish to use them, no
matter whai the writer's vies or opinions may be;
but objedionabie ftrsonal langruage, or detrines
contraryI to the ve// understood teaching of the
Church, wili/not be aamitted.

REUNION.

(Te the Editors of the Church Guardin.)
Sîns.-From an English paper I clip the folow-

ing:-
"UnED SrÀEs.-Another mark of Church-

ward tendency among the orthodox denominations

's the iproposal of lcading Prestuvuerias to change
the observance of Ithe 'ek of Pravet' front tie
first week'u naîinntur' tof ithe firstu eek cif I.it.
l'he Week of Praver wts originaiy designeLd lmy lhe
Evangeieal Alliance as a -week of prayer for Mis-
sions ; but of laite years il has taken a gener.al
devotional character, looking also to lie revival of
religion at htme.

Woîlk tia esetig lke tits eouîid be areon-
pilsh, l(,antd il Crstud oitf ev itattwic, tit %i
its klier-' at oice fir seven davs : What bleings
wu-enld llow' i wo-auald cnly ask would not the
/ast week in Lent he better ? and could bilit tic
lais ear ?

.- i.uir. W'. T. Lynn writes to the 1 ondon Stand-

i1rii! 'Ise oud idea tat, ur p s sion and
resurreccon occuried in%. D1. 3(gcin s amist
Bibles which h]ave dates is the margims) was fountded
on tie t:aditional beieft tLat le was atout thirty-
tihre years on carth, comiaLnedi itwit thie tilt-a that
the dat" as His nativity was four years lar than
il reallyi was (the actual date of that evetnt being, is
all probability, n. C .). The o>ly rmal dout
about the daite of flie resurrecon is wliether il was
A- 1). 29 or -0. Now, astroinomlyt tells us that Ie
full motion, whtich iotild be Iascial l thie forsmer
ycar, MI on a atuirday (Apltiit , ivsichb is incun-
ssitent w-ithi the ctrcuamstances narrated. But in A.
D. 30 that fulli nîon was on thursday, April , on
whicla day the t'assover i smal was calen, and our
L.ord suffered the ne:t day (it or reckoaintsg, lie
state day in( te Jewsish) on whichi otii observiatices
c<mnîected with thie 'assover weire still s lie kept.
'ihis, then, Il have very lile doubet, was lie trite
year; and, if so, of surse tie Easter ias on April

c s-n whici day we shall this ycar celcbrate its

h cut litis second extract frot lise Pitou Stand-
ard./. If tse calciu.atioss of Mr. t.yun be correct.
ui st:euîld all-be keeping hlie rea a.iliversary ct
the Passion catc cur Blessed Master.

t). C. McOliRE.

TlE REVISEI) v1:Rs0o

(To the Etitors iuf the ilthutirc Guirtian.)

Sis -tne is oite siienec in Mr. Gelling's
paper on lthe Revised Version of the Ner Testa-
ment with which I an able to agree, viz., that "on
this all-important subject we miust be guided by the
writitngs of those persons who have tc knowledge
to enquire into these subjccts, and who have lite
leisure and ability to scarci tie MSS. and the
Fathers." lut we imnmediately part coinpany, for,
while it seems ta me that the logical application of
thc principle thus asserted uwould require us, in hlie

first place, to recceive witi respect and deference a
wYork on which sote of the mlasit able and distin-
guished scholars of hlie nation -ad been enxgaged
for a period of ten years, and wuhen this work was
sutbjected to severe and hostile criticisin, to wait
and hsear the replies which might be made thereto
before forming a final judgment. M r. Geiling, on
the othaer hand, in a paper avwedly written for
those readers of the Ctacit GU WatAx who arc
wholly dependent on its pages for information
respecting the subject, on the authonty of a single
reviewer, most positively, unhesitaingly, and
sweepingly condeuns the Revised Version as a
translation of a "Grek Testament vaity more
renote from what the Evangelists and Apostiles)
actually wrote than any ihicih has appeared since
the invention of printing" ; and in every case of
disputed reading speaks of that whicls lie reviewer
Pirefers as beyond all question the words of the
inspired writer.

Dean Burgon, the reviewer in question, has con-
tinued his attack in the Jantiary number of the
"Qîmarterlyi' mn the matter of translation; but an
the article frmain which Mr. G. has drauwn nismin-
spiration and his material, lie fundamental question
is the relative value, authority, and importance of
the carlier and fewer and the later and more
numerous Greek MSS. of the New Testament, and
whether ie revisers have sufficiently taken inie
consideratiou the ancient versions and the citations
in the earlier Fr.1ers. Almost simultaneously with
the publication of the Revised Version thiere came
from the press a new Greek Testament, edited by
Professors Westcott and Hort, who had projected
the work as long ago as 1853, and though often
interrupted by pressing duties, had never been
wholly diverted from il. The text of this Greek
Testament is based chiefly on the two most ancient
MSS., the Vatican (B.) and the Sinaitic (Aleph.);
and Dr. Burgon, in his wholesale condemnation of
the changes made by the revisers, explains thean by
the fact that they have been misled throughout "by
the unsatisfactory decrecs and eager advocacy" of
the two Cambridge Divinity Professors. A copy of
the text of this Greek Testament was placed by
the editors by the side of each reviser, and its in-
fluence has undoubtedly been very great. But lt is
culy fair to hear what the revisers themselves say
c.ncerning the revision of the text. lIn the preface
we are assured that "different schools of eriticisms
were represented, and together constituted to the
final resulit" . And Archdeacon Palmer more fully
says: *"From the first verse of St Matthew to the
last verse of the Revelation the revisers passed
under review every varient whih hiad a fair shew of
authority and seemed te have any possible bearing
on the translation, and determined, according te
the best of their power, on which side lay the pre-
ponderance of evidence. . . . . It was

athought better to correct the Greek text in points

wherc the correctico iniglt scem unimportant t than
to run a ri'k of Ieaving i uncorrectced where carrec-
tion miglht he, or e en sceem ltobe, of importance.
It will be observed, again, that ithe readings adopt-
ed by tihe revisers are not always those adoptcd by
IL.uchnmatin, or by Tischendorf, or by Tregelles, or
een by W%7esteott and i1tort, although Westcott and

Hort w-cre themuselves revisers, and by ilcir kind-
ness each of their colilcagues had their text beside
hins in proof throlughouwt the work, lTre were
amsong us textual crities of iifferent schools, whose
îî,mnes aie well known tu the Icarnei world. Whaen
thcy agreed, those of uls who lhad not Made textual
criticisn our special study folowd thieir consen-
tient voire ; when they differed, we deened i our

duly to ask for a istaterncnt of the evidence and to
tide e betwcen them. fi was our desire noti to
foliow blindlyi the lead of one or more mdividual
editors, but to anund the text so long 'received'
wherever, and only where, there was a distinct pre-
ponderance tf cvidence in favour of such anend-
nient." And ishop .licott : †"In the more
tiictlt passages we have ever given especial heed
lo the great emarly versions, and to lite voice, whbere-
ever il cttid lie heard in the samne language an that
which wve were tianalating, of primitive and patris-
tic antiquity."

As ie are remined i i e Iepr'facuto he Reviqs-
e1 yersion, '"tîxîtual criticisiii, as nappîlied to he(li
Gr-ek New T 'estmnt, forms a spncial study cf
iiiuch ilitric-iy and diflieIlt.y, and eveni nîow laves
mon tor cositderable variety of opinion anong
oiig pent critic s'; and il. is, of couirie, possible
tit the piiip''les of criticisaîm at ptre'seiit ir,;ru

g;ut:daly followVte mtay prove tu bei nlisonrnil. Int
whilei suith articles as that of Ithe ean of hi ches
i'r h mi ', nt s wi:istacliig their excssiive dcgnut
ald impotne', mic vail lein eadintg lt a rm-mex-
ati iîmimoti cf theli subject fronl o!very point of views,

wi may blie piiadoiaml, ei'rlhaps, if t are loth to
aIeoplit his opinions as cociasivs and tinfallible. lie
has been iescrilbed by one of his crities, Dr. Sandayi',
14 po ssing every quaiification fir his work but
one. "The one thing whichl he lmacks is a grasp cn
the central condition of the prohhéni and a real

andiniig of lis optpouent'a iosition." A d
ts "ri ic further s ta ithat lie "Iteumus ta have tiedw
lhrri t redui c his ovn t.heory to ni absurdity ; but
i wouild liave been far Itter t lthrow over exter-
ti evitnen i(and internal evidennce as it lresente
itself ta ortinîîary minidms) allcghr nuid staid upon
his ownl is dixit as ta winîmt ime Evangelist mît in
have writtuln." Thi is prtty severl, but how far
true I know net. Ibit, accepting Mr. Gelling's
principle thisIialt hoiittld "b giidedi by the writing.s
uf those persons wrho have the knowladge ta en-
quire into theso sul.jects, ani whoc hav tihe leismur,
tii ahiliy0 to - iarch the 8 MSS. aat Fathera,''ani
bî'ing conistr-ainedi lin ally givein cain te chimoosi
betwen the rtvisers and Dr. iturgon, with no ligi
or guidance from tother sourca, i should at one,
subimit iyself toe ilformer.

itithout îany specinl kanowledga of textuni eritic-
isi , the principlt will, I think, coiniend itelf tu
most that, the nearer thes souice the puîrer tha waters
wvil] ie, and ihat we shtould look for a purer tpit in,
the clder tian in the Iater MSS. '[ho charge that
thety exercise a "tytiannical ascondency over t1ii
imnagination of critics" siimply mentns that the per-
son who chooses thus ta expres jhimsef is lot dis-

o to allow Lu themli that authority which isl
cuoed'd b>' other. An attenpt is madie t weaken
tieir aothority by suggeting that "e(l very reason
why they ucapi, while imany thLers pcrished, wt-
that the writer stmade se imany mistakes that theiso
copies were siiless." Weil, J 1hopo Mr. G. will
pardon me if I confess myself unable t aunderstand
the constitution and workings of a iimni which an
ho influenced b> such an argument. We are told
again that thoy diffur among themselves and fromn
the grat body cf te othier MSS, nd from the
witingsi of the Fathers niso. As to the extent of
thir differencea fiom each other, aIl criticsi dho not
ngie with Dr. Purgon. Tus Alford asuarts ‡"th
Rgreement, n, the main, of our oldest unciala with
the citatious of the primitive Fatliera and with the
earliest versions" ; and "the very general concur-
rence of the character of the text of our ecrliest
MSS., Versions and Fathers with that toit which
the aound-sat critical principles leand us to adopt."
Of the later MSS. nome, it is true, may ho §"tran-
scripts of texte of at laat as much value as thoa ef
our nost ancient, MSS., and in some few cases i
has heen aacertained that it is a." But many
again are probably copies of cne MS., and have,
consequently, only the authority of that ane.
Simply to count, Lherefore, the number of MSS.
cn each aide in a case of disputcd reading ilna test
whatever. I do not ask if 900 M88. can be brought
forw-aid ta support a cingle reading, although it
would surprise me gaeatly if they coutil, for many
of the bMSS. never contained More thn portions of
the New Testament, and othors are only fragmente.
But, without îoference to any special instance
adduced by Mr. G., I would, by way t f caution,
commend to careful consideratiou the followiang
words of Dean Alford : "In this field it i that the
strong assertios May ha safely made which we se
constantly find in the papges of those swo would
uphold the received textat ail haards; who-tell us
again and again that four or »fe MSS. ony' read
tIis or that, and 'all the rest agre with the receiv-
ed text,' vwhen perhapu these 'four or fe' 'are jusat
the consensus of our most ancient and venerable
authorities, and mail the rosi' naay, for ought we
know, be in many esses no more worthy to be heard
in the matter than so many separate printed copies


