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as tobacco, indigo, and (froni thc Wecst Indics) sugar, could bc
exported to nio othcer European port but Englanci ; thcy might
bc sent to othcr British colonies but ont>' on payrncnt of an
export duty. Tlic colonists couki legally imiport manufactur-
cd goods fro:i England alonc, tus paying the price dcinand-
cd by the E-Inglish mierchant, w~hilc thecir owil cxports could
flot bring, in the oftcn glutted Englishi markets their fi-ir value
iii thc Inarkets of the world. No wvonder, then, that the
avaiIaI)le nioncy always gravitatcd towards Eiigtand, and, if
it hiad bcil possible to have cnforccd thesc laws strictly, the
Anîcricans could niever hiave had any nioncy %%ith wdîich to
cke out thecir remittanccs in prodluce.

Tiiesc Iaus m~ere, lî~eein practice alinost wvholly dis-
rcg.irdled. Tiierc grcw ulp bctwecen the commercial colonies
andi the forcignl \Vcst Indics and Spanisli Main a1 large and
lucrative traffic. The Boston niercliants ptished thicir ven-
tures ceverywtlicre, and the surplus produce of the colo-
nies-the lunîhier, fishi, and grain, fourni a necar and rcady

nîakc ii te Sansh olnis o te Glff Mxio.Thcre
tlicy wcre exclianigedl for specie-tîte gold and the silvcr,
wvhich wvere staple cxports of Mýexico=.-and hcencc thc coins
of Spain, the doubloon, and especially the dollar, becamie the
standard coins used iii Aniericani trade, aithougli thc no-
intal currcricy was calculated in pounds, shillings and pence.

WVitIî the nîtoiley so obtaisicd rcnîittanccs werc made to
E:gad;for the Spaniards lîad littie thc colonists stood in

,ieed of. lli Englisli trade was thus fêd by a systernatic in-
fraction of Englisli law, conlivcd at by cvcrbody, so long as
the Frencli power renmaincd unbrokcn in Canada. \Vbcn
that feu Utie latent divergcnce of intcrcst bccarnc apparent,
and thc attenipt of l>arliaîncnt to stop tliis illicit trade by
cnforcing the Navigation Act ~vsthc rcal cause of thc Amn-
crican Revolution-thce Stanip Act %vas Uic prctcxt.

The spccic thus obtained and the licavy tobacco reinittan-
ces froni Virginia could not pay the debts of thc coloniets and


