
THE LAND WE LIVE IN.

WINNIPEG IN 1887.

t0 eat ny lunch ap 1 knew 1 must have
walked sonie twelve miles from rny camp
and that night would overtake me before
reachine it.

Snow commenced to fali. I 'nad good
cause for littie delay in starting back. I
had traîured -onie five miles when the
wind commenctd to bkw iu fitful gusts; and
the snow falling thîckly the wind whirling
it round about iu gu@t8 as if undecided as
to the direction which it meant to blow,
the branches of the trees breaking from its
force and falling in my path.

It was now getting dark and I was
obligcd to look st(adily to iriake t-ure that
I had net lost ny track, but as I proceeded
1 found it gett.ing obliterated froin the ter-
rible storni raging, and I bad a lake to
cross, Fouie ta 0 Imiles wi-le.

As the snow and drift would have coin-
pletely covered over niy csnow shoe trail
wiy chances .f trot gettitig lost on the lake
were rather againt me ais niy success in
acconîplishing sanie was to kr-ep in a
btraight une across, and I would contie off
into our tituber road.

I liad confidence I could risk doiug, so
RA,: as confdence is strength, with unaLrat-
ed sIseti and a killing pace I took the lake
wh it l mas a mobt perilous undertakiug in
sîrcl a terrible storin, and to make niatters
mrore difficult, it wats inten@ely dark, flot
a star to be seen froin the density of the
snow drifting and fallinix very heavily. A.
good budi imn uis like a good swininer, lie
miu@t keep bis sense@ and be cool and con-
fident when le gels into sud s@traits.

I wa8 now, getting over the lake but otten
blinded and almost smothered froin the
wind and s-now 1 had to stop 8everal tinies
to get wind.

I was now about haîf way acro8ss te
lake when the dienial howl of wolve8 came

ou îny ear, ani from their nuniber-, giving
Longue, 1 knew they were in pursuit of
somie game-îîîoose or cariboo, a% we lad
no deer @o far nort1ý in tIe St. Maurice
district. 1 felt relieved to knov froin old
experieuce tlîat they would stick to their
gaines if 1 kept out of their sight.

Their lîowliug îseeuîied gettiug more dis-
tant and indicated tlîat they were going
furtber away but I coul-1 understand the
deer were commag round tiue lake.

I lad now suddeuly brought up on the
other ride of the lake and as luck would
have it I came within a couple of hun-
dred Yards of the timnber rond, I had nowv
no fearis of being to-ýt, only sonie diffictilty
in keepiug the right road to miy shanty,
Ptili some tlîree miles distant, as there
were numnerous brauch roadsr leading in
Feveral directions %Yhich we lad cut iu geL-
ting out tire tim ber.

I threw off miy snow slîoes, and now iu
the forest and more sheltered froon the
etormi, which seeîned to be raging worsze
tlian ever. I sat down to rest and regain
my wind aïq I had crossed the lake at a
killing pace of fully six miles an hour.

it Weng now- intens4ely dark I lai to
@top often to examine the road so as to be
able to keep the riglît one.

I was now within a mile of my camîp
and knew I %vas ln the right road from a
very large pine tree my nien lîad cnt down
and lewed. and had placed it on skid-,
when I aitairî beard the woives. This timie
they seemied to be coming straiglît on to
nie, and kuowing my @afety was to keep
out of their sight, uîîy having lost My
powder horn my gun was not floaded. I
again doubled my pace to reach the camp
if possible before tbey camne in siglît.

It is wonderfuul the instinct or tihe deer
wlîen puraued eltiier by wolves or hound1,4;

h ow they dodge and turu to throw themn off
the scent.

I was now getting very near mny camp'
and could hear the branches break ing
wlîen sonie haîf a dozen cariboo or rein-
deêr carne thundering acroýzs the road fol-
lowed by a pack of wolves about two lun-
dred yards behin 1 then. ln the darkness
I could not count the nuiumber but fromi
tireir bowling there ttîîuQt have been ten or
adozen Iand was not I ani satisfied more
than a few yarJ-i froni tîeiu.

I cotild lîcar ailtnîy men outside the
shanty a they lind aIl ruslied ont to see-
the sight, living heard the wolvee ap-
proachin unt were ali feeling very anxious-
for me beingon t in 8ucli a stornm and so-
late, it being 9 o'clock and I hiad been
traurîping since 7 a. ni.

I feit very tired, but miv baggiug tro.
sicil imagnificent nmoose taudd my narrow
escape froin gi ving the wol ves a supper,
fully repaid nie and ail gave nie more
firiîîneLq3 to try and bag a rein leer or two,
of whiclî, numbers had tleir lîsunts at a
lake sonrie twenty miles front the camp,
wlîere 1I had been tlshing througli the ice
for lunge, weighing froni six pounds up to
twenty.

I started next uîorning with four nien
aud brorîght lu thre ioose which you can,
bet we ail eujoyed. Stuch splendidi veni-
son, fitlly two thonsande ponnds of choice-
nreat.
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