- and seratched on the walls of his cell 2]

o awvith Loldines and with same mixtuze of truthy have
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" hesitalingly that” whicli is ‘conlrary to the  truth.
L Error, unknown-lo himselly is gradually insinuated,
which, i “distinctly and openly ‘taught ot first,

“have rejected that which now his mind” bas" been
~prepared toreceive ; and this owing; not ‘anly to

s troe with regard:lo reading. a fivourile wriler, or.
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% GOD IS LOVE™ :
[ The follotemg lines wwere composed by o lunatic,

Could we with ink the ocenn fill,
" And were the gkies of parchiment made,
- Were ‘every stalk on vartha quill,
And every man o scribe by trades
Tn tell the love of God above
Wonld drain the ocean dry,
Nor would the scroll contain the whole,
Though stretched from sky to skv.
The Churchman’s Monthly Penny Magazine.
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PROVE ALL 'I'HlN(’iS; HOLD FAST THAT
WHICH {S GOOD.

A Sermon on 1 Tuess. v, 21, preached at St.
Annw’s Churchy Lancaster, on Sunday the 141k
of February 1847, by the Rev. Charles Bury,
Incumbent.

Among the almost numberless rroofs which have
heen mercifully vouchsafed to us of the divine inspi-
ration of the Scriptures, one very strong and very
etriking one is the extraordinary adaptation of the
precepts and promises, the wamings and exhorta-
tions of loly Wril, to all times and all people.
And itis not metely the abstract theory of its uni-
vetsal adaptation which is so remarkuble, bnt the
testimony which every heart spontaneonsiv hears
to its snitableness and applicability.  For, in every
nge, even those who value it least are made to feel,
that it is qnick and powerful, while these whe have
really tasted the goodness of the Lord, find, es all
the Lorl’s preple have in bysone ages, that it
guickens, purifies, directs, enlightens, comforts.
The exbartation enjoined in the text was evidently

neeessary in the Apostle’s timey when judaizing
teachers and others rose up and, mingling truth
wwith their doctrines, so as to gain them a Learing,
added to the word of God that which was contrary
to, or neutralized, the Gosped, making the cross of

Chiist of none effect.

Pt if it were inenmbent on the Apnstle to rnjoin
or the Thessalonians, in the very wfancy of the
Ginepel Church, the duty and necessity of proving
all things 3 surely it was increasingly the duty of
Alinisters of the Goepelin the times which followed |
the Apostles, to reiferate earnestly the apostolic in-
junction. ot heresies of every kind were rife
among the eatlier Christians, and spiritual and car-
nal pride, nrged on hy the great enemy of God and
nian, sowed the seeds of false and erronecus doc-

Ctrines which found, in the hearts of men, soil too
congbnial ta their prowth, so that they. sprung up
rapidly, and were diffused widely.

But are we nol; 2l peysunded of the adaplation of

the words to the l_irhrs_ inwhich wa live? when so |

many perversions: of Seripture are hronght farward

under a specions. ghise, and with ' the sanction of
names ‘much” reputed for piety andilearning i nay
when the crudest throties ind speculations, broached

;
!
|
{

snoitzh-~=shall I not say wicked enoush T-ti - desive
Ak v ihe key of knawledzi fromisithe g
ve find also”inith riplures - indirect |
sizned condemnation of many. practices

Lof whieh, il s snps

6 he donhiful: Co
alfed Chuich of . Rome;

word: of"Goa, proving ‘the advaningeof readinzg
“them, and the commanid to.do 0.7 The words of the
text shew. the abeolute 'necessity of having the
Scriptares. in the valgar tangite to consult in “arder
o be. preserved from error and led into needful
teath s and surely those who wouhl fortid the reading .
of the Scriptures, are guilty of taking away that;
Tight for the {ret, that famyp for the path which can |
alone guide mea safely and surely through (his
wilderness world ta the promised land of everlast-
ing rest,  To what other test can we iingz doe-
trines, epiniong, practices, which must exercise a
potwerful influence for good or evil on the etemal
destiny of man?

In considering the duty which naw presents itself ;
in its turn to onr notice, we will divide the text into
n precept and an exhorfation,  And first the precept
enjoined : reeveE AL, THINGs.  [low ead and
humbling a proaf of the deep depravity of human
nature, and the power and malignity of Satan, that
the precious and invaluable gift of God, (he Gospel
of his Son, which shenld be'a savour of life unto |
life, is perverted by unholy, nay devilish ingenuity
into asavour of death unlo death, and that' those
who thas pervert it, glory in their shame,and vejoice
sver those whom they sneeeed in leading away trom
the truth as itis in Jesus! [ think that, much as
the exhartation is needed, it is not attended to as it
sught, even by those who profess (o consider it their
privilege, their birthright, to possess and peruse the
word af Gol, - Owing to natural indolence or a cul-
pable indifference as to the truth, or an indispesition
to enquire prayerfully for themselves whether whal
they hear is in strict conformity with the word of
God, men are apt to take for granted, fo take as
proved, that which they ought to know fur them-
selves o be so, by personal experience, and hy com-
paring spiritual things with spiritual, - This is es-
pecially the case when men are pleased with what
they hear from the pulpit swhen it fails in with their
“ideas of what is in accordance with the Gespel, and
thiis receive it intellectually or speculatively, with-
out troubling themselves to search whether these
things are so, or desiring to know the truth propound-
od, experimenially and practically.  Leta man hear
a favourile preacher, and if he'do not hear enun-
ciated any ‘thing- very startling, he may be, nay,

- alas, he is insensibly led awdy (o receive much that
18 Leside the -tratli, until bie comie to receive an-

‘would have “alarmed  him), and e would at’ ence

“man’s y_ron'c’n"css‘ to’ errar, but: to” his ‘omitting or.
“neglactifg o bring what ‘ha hears to'the: test” of
. Seripturey neglecting lo prove all things.. The same
““the.works of onc who has oblained a reputation’ for
“learning_ or piely.. ' We are” too prone 1o allow our
minds and opinions tc be ghided by - othets, and. to.

mbibo thei¥ viows if on'the whole we adumire- thew ;,

Cihe masteryi

. God-and the example of the Rodeemer ag to.evidence,

and too backward lo bring every senliment o the
law and-to the testimony. Pleased with the writer’s
style, and not avrested perhaps by any observations
which militate strongly against our own opinions,
we receive as{rue, a8 proved, all that is brought be-
lore us, instead of proving it by that uneriing touch-
stone, the word of God. Thus many a fatal eniar,
dressed upin the garh of trath, is “speciously. in-
sinuated ; and many are led from the good old paths
by yielding up their judgments and'minds to. the
teaching of others, withont being careful to try the
spirits whether they are of God.

- We wonld then urge on you, brethren, as needful
now in a tenfold degree in these perilous times,
when, if it were possitile even the elect would be
deceived to their ruiny when there is a proneness
to give heed to scducing spirits; times when men
will scarcely endure sound doctrine practically ap-
plied, we wonld urge on you to prove all tlings;
lest ye shoild be turned away from the trath, and
be deceived to thie great danger and detriment of
your sonls, We urge you then, for your souls® sake,
to prove the doctrines und statements you hear and
read. We would not have yan cultivate a eriticis-
ing spintt which wonll sit in judzment on a preacher
and pronounce censure or approval aceording o your
own faney; but as he who secks the precious
metals does nol satisly himsell with examining the
precicus ote to approve or reject, hot, putting it into
the fmmace, proves it and returs only that which is
teally valuable, so wonld we have von prove by
God’s word—"he only sure test—the doctrines and
piuciples vou hear propounded, that you may ascers
tain whit is really the bread of heaven, food which
will nonrish the senl, distinguishing it from that
which is‘merely pleasant to the car or gratifying
tn the intellect, and cannot really profit, and also
fiam that which is not in accordance with the re-
vealed word of God, and therefore worse than the
refuse and the dross. Yes, prove all doctrines, all
stalenrents or subjecis conneeted with your spiritual
interests 3 but prove them not by huuan systerus,
nat by your own preconceived opinions, nnt by your
wishes, bat by the pure word of God, without
human glosses or interpretalions, :

Prove your own selves whetlier that change be
really wrought in you, witheut which ye cannot
etter the kingdom of heaven : whether (here be in
you a change of heart as well as of judsment,
Prove your tempers, whether they are being brouzin

! moge into conformity with the meekness and pentle-

uess of the Lamb of God, who, when He was re-
viled,. reviled not again, who praved even for his
perseentors and murderers. 1 do not ask whether
your ‘tempers are entitely subdued to the - law of
Christ—for temper -is alarost the last evil to bel en-
tirely.contiolled—hut as the Apostle says, # be'ye
angry andsin nolletinot the san go down upon
yourswrath Y are you ‘striving {o overcome 'this,
templation’, proving yourselves by the woid of ‘God
where sit feowriltelr, they that “ate Christ’s: have,
cincified the flesh with nis affections’and lusts 17
Lvil-temipers ought {0 he, will be dyingin the (e

Hievery thonghy alas; they may oceasionall

Clreveryonr §
vhather tiese besa'in aceordance wilth the ‘word of

hat-you as

Of(;(}\l,h) y 1 ; (4
rroW i mevtfar the heavenly:inhe
cos I any man have not the :Spirit of Christylie:
isnone-ef his: and what disposition “pre-eminently
characterizad  the Redeemer 7. Was it not love ?
love: to God 2 lave to'man? “Tove to God, .which
made him delight to do his Father’s' willy though.at
the cost of so wmuch sulfering « love to man, which
induced bim to Jay aside the robes of Hight and glory,
and toput on tae nature of poer degraded man—a
love which induced him fo hear the contru-
diction of cinners, to endure their provocations,
to pity their infirmities, {o compassionate their
miscry, and to die for their sonls,  Beloved, if God
50 loved us, we ouzht alsoto love one another.  Are
you habitnally stiiving to fulfil this law of Christ?
Ave you praying for an enlarged heart towards God ?
Are you cultivatine—for oh! it needs diligent
eultivation—the spint of love towards all? Alas,
when hrouzht to {he proof, which of you can say
you love the Lord your Ged with all your heart,
with all.your soul and with all your strength, and
your neighhour as yourself?  But what if we can-
not in sincerity and truth adopt the words of the
Apostle: the love of Christ constraineth me 7—if
we cannot say that the motive which rules in our
heart and actuates us in the discharge of the various
duties we are ealied to, is love 7 loving the Lord,
becanse he first Ioved ug, loving the Lord for all he
has done aund is doing for nsand in us?  Can God
indecd he our reconciled Father through faith which
isin Christ Josns 7 If he he our Father, where is
our love? What if love is not felt, and a spirit of
love manifested. towards all with whom we have lo
do? Can we be really brethren in Christ Jesus,
members of one family ? heirs of the same king-

tdom 2 If a man love not his brother whom he hath

seen, how can be love God whom he hath not seen?
Nay, brethren, prove yous spivit- by this Seviptare :
¢ Lave is the fultitling of the law?’ : aud what is
all your prefessed obedience and subjection to Gos-
pel requirement worth, i€ there be not love in the
heart, love to God and love to your brother also ?
But prove yourselves, further, prove your spirit
whether itbe of God.  Compare with Christ’s holy
example, with the requirement of Seripture, the
spirit in which you receive crosses, vexntions, trials,
bereavements, dissappointments. 1 well know that
in the most ndvanced, though (he spirit be willing,
the Mlesh may he weak : but'you need to prove your-
salves whether you lave the willing spirils * A'spirit
willing to follaw Christ withersoever he leads, is not
atlained” by any mental discipline of human device.
The:Spirit of God alone can work in you (o will and
1o do'of his guod: pleasure ;- but unless there be this
willingness in increasing measure, what prool have
you of being renewied in the spirit of your mind.2
and if ‘you.are not better able . than ogee yon were
to say insincerily ¢ not my will but thine be doney”
can you ‘persuade. yourself ;that the same mind is in
youwhichwas in Christ Jesus 7 And il the vexi-
tions.and disappointmeits. yon meet- with “excilea
murmuring and repining.and rebellious feeling which
is not striven:\vith, and prayed against, unceasingly,
what-proof have-you' that” the world'is cracified to
vou, and you unlo the world by the'cross of Christ 2
lor can you say with the Apostle, «lh¢ life L live

Jie insensibly

igpasitions lowards God: and: man; |

fin the tlesh, T live by the faith of the Son of God.”!

‘And il you are not - living a life of faith here, you
have no_seriptural ground {o hope: you will live a
life of glory hereafter.

Prove your whole conduct by Seripture rules, T
your conversation habitually as becomes the Gospel
of Christ, and do you carry inlo practice the precept
¢ let no corrupt communicalions proceed out of your
mouth 7% Is yotir speech always with grace, and do
vou remember, so aslo be influenced hy them, the
words of onr Lord ¢t every idle word that men shall
speak, they shall give account thercof in the day of
judzement, for by thy words thou shalt be justified,
and by thy werds thou shalt he condemned :? and
«out of the abundance of the™ heart the mouth
speaketh 22 Do you, in short, strive to adorn the
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things, and,
whetlhier you eat or drink, or whalsoever ye de, do
you all to the glory of God?

Prove your feelings on religious subjects. There
may be much apparent feeling, many exalted fiames
while there is little orno grace in the heart, Nuy,
the tears may flow and the heart may threb under a
touching or exciting discourse, at the narrative of
the Saviour’s suferinze, or from an cloquent and
pathetic appeal; but do the tears of godly sorrow
overflow ? does the heart thréb with plowing grati-
tude and love to the Saviour—{or deliverance from
sin? for strength  against temptation, in time of
need 7 for fresh viclories over satan, the world, and
inbred corruption 2 for a good hope of glory throngh
grace T for the eflicacy, in vour individual case, of
his all-cleansing blood, of lis all prevailing inter-
eession 2 Do you rejoice most in feelings and sup-
posed evidenees, or in the excellence and power and
grace of the Lord Jesus 2 and do you prove that
yonr strong feclings floww from genuine love to
Christ, by doing more than others for him 7 ¢ Not
every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lonl, shall en-
ter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven ; and
‘f‘ hon-,in is my father glorified, that ye bear much

rit.?

Prove the reality of your conversion lo God.  See
ta it, that old things are passing away, and all things
hecome new ; that the old man is daily put off with
his affections and husts, that you are hecoming more
spititually minded, and love the Lord’s appearing
more.  And desire and pray, that you may have the
Spitit more distinctlv witnessing with yoeur spirit,
that you are the ehild of 'Gud, |

Prove the reality. of your rarrm, thatit is the
suhstance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not ‘seen, looking at the things which are not seen
hut which are eternal, rather ‘thah at the things
which are temporal ; with your loins girded, and
your Jamps burning. - Prove the realify: of ‘your,
nore, whether it'is' the anchor of the soul, sure and
steadfast, or whether it centres'iin. self and present
gratification.” . Prove: the reality of yonr r.ovewhe-.
itherit isinfinential-alike'in jéy. and sorrow, whether
it casteth ont fear. . 'Prove. yonrselves often, dest ye

ved'and falllinto error. o v
nd" HOLD NFASTI THAT WINCH 18760o0n.  We
is" { as i the ‘. coaclusion
X - Whatlever.sovnd  doctrine 'you
have received-—what fruth: you have been taught
old i1 he ulmost. lenacily,’ however y
‘may, be:sneered at as-prejuidicial ot illiheralor nar-
Tow minded o higoted. . You: have:need ‘trulj 1o
hold: fast-the form  of sound words deliversed by our,
Lorid and his. Apostles, in faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus, formany false and ‘specions nofions are,
abread which pre but too sell adapted 1o begnile you
of the simplicity of the truth, and to- deprive you
of camfort at the last. “Take heed to the truths
ve have heard, lest at any time ye let them slip ;
and hold fast by the practice of them, assured that
if any man will do the Lord’s will, s he shall know
of the doclrine, ~whether it be of God.” And
though your atlainmenis in faith and grace may be
comparatively Jow, yet bold Sast and press on in the
path of dunty ; follow out lo know the Lord, assured
that he will never leave thee nor forsake thee ; that
lie giveth grace for grace,

Thus proving all things and holding fast that
which is goed, against the snares and devices of
satan, against the world’s allurements and seducing
doctrines, yon will advance in the knowledge of self
and your own defliciencies, You will grow in the
knowledge of him whem to know is life eternal, in
the experimental knowledge of a Saviour’s love,
You swill be preserved {fom error, will have your
sences exercized and - become acquainted with and
enabled with the sword of the Spirit to defeat, the
devices of satan, thongh he come as an angel of
light, and fallaciously guole seripture to lead you
info sin.  And though thus proving all things you
may often find yourselves wrong, find yourselves
possessing little knowledge, little holiness, and no
spiritual suength ; though you will find nosighte-
onsness of your own—you will find Christ made
unto vou of God ¢ wisdom, and righleousness, and
sanctification, and redemption.”” " You will prove
Christ and find that he never fails yon, you will
prove his fuloess and freshness, his love and power,
the efficacy of his blood and righteonsness and in-
tescession, and find yourselves ¢ complete in Him,»

GLEANINGS FROM CHARLES SIMEON.

Saving Farri.—Iaving read a great deal of
Hervey’s works, [ was much perplexed inmy mind
respeeting the nature of saving faith. - 1 have some
iden that T expressed a wish to my father (o have
some person who could give me information on the
subject : and (hat it was-he who advised-me toap-
ply to Dr. Loveday of Caversham for instruction.
o' him I did * apply, and -he lont me Archbishop
Sharp’s third. velume, -containing . his casuistical
sermons’; these I -vead with great profit; they
shewed me that  ervey’s-view of saving faith was
erroncons: and from. that. day {o this | have never
had o doubt upon the subject. [ think it clear, even
to demonsteation, that ‘assurance is .not hecessary
to saving faith 5, a stmple relinnce on Christ for sal-
vation is thai faith which the word ol God sequires;
assurance 39 A privilegey but not aydulys The true
source ‘of " all’, the ‘mistakes. that are :made .in the
‘religious world ahout assurance is, that nien do not
'distingdish as they ought, hetweén an assurance of
faith and an- assurance of hope.- There are three
kinds of full:assurance spoken of in-:the. .Scripturés

Ted iaway,,or gqj;bqék\i.-nrd,‘ or.be:de-'}is'that I move my: fingery and’ therefore [ 4 con- |

| plexilies by means

afull :assurance of understanding (Col. ii.2), of;
faith (Meb. x.22), -and of hopsy (Heb. vio 11).
‘I'he first relates tn & clear view of revesled {oath in
all its parts 3 the second 1o the power and willing-
ness of Christ to save to the ultenmast all that come
unto Gotd by him'; and the thind, (swhich is gene-
rally understood by the word assurance) to our own
personal interest in Chiist. This iast may donbtless
be enjoyed ; butl a person may possess saving foith
without ity and even a full assarance of faith with-
out it ; he may be fully assnred of Christ’s power
anid willingness to save him, and yoet notbe assaved
that Christ has actually imparted “sajvation to Lim.
The truth is, that thes2 twe kinds of essurnnce,
namely of faith and of Lope, have respect (o very |
different things ; assurance of faith having respect!
only (o the truth of God ti1 his word, whilst usswance |
of hope is fonnded on the conespandence of our)
character twith thal word: the one belieses, thatd
God will fulfil his promises to pursons of a parti- |
cufar description : and the other, that we ourselves !
are of that very characler o whom they are and |
shall be fulfilled. This Iatter thercfore, 1 say again, I
is not a duty buta privilege (2o inestimable pri-:
vilege no doubt) 5 and jtis certain thut our Lerd |
himself very highly commended the faith of the
Canaanilish woman and others, who possessed the
former assurance without one atos of the latter.

This. shews, | think, that weonglt to read all
human compositions with caution, The best of wri-
ters have their favousite notions, wiich they are
apt to carry too far ; and this 1 consider to he the
case with 1ervey, loth with reypect to the doctrine
of assurance and that aiso of imputed righteousness,
[ do myselfbelieve the doctrine of imputed righte-
ousness 3 but I do nnt apjrove of refining upon ity
and insisting upon ity in the way that Hervey dors:
T love the simplicity of the Seriptures; and I wish
to receive and ihculeate every truth precisely in
the way, and to the extent, that it is set forth in the
inspired volume. Were this the hiabitof all divines;
there would soon-be an end of most of the contro-
versies that have agitated and divided the Church
of Christ. ‘

Tue Way 7o ne tavent or Gon—I could not
receive the doctrine of Election, not heing able to
separate it from thal of reprobation : but 1 was not
violent against it, being convinced, as much as}
was of my own existence, that whatever olhers
might do, I myself shauld no more have laved God
if he had not fust loved me, or turned to God if he
had not by his free and sovereign grace turned me,
than a cannon~ball woulit of itseli’ return to the ori-
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not theories, but facts ; not what agreed  with prin-
ciples, but princijples themselves § not” hidden nat-
ters, but phenomena 3. not speeulation; but practice,:
as the points of greatest moment ; so every word of
Holy Scrigture was in Mr. Simeon’s view 4 fact,a
principle, a phenomenen, a practical ‘paint of lhe
utmost consequence. . And jt was fiom ‘the aggere~
mation of these that he aimed at conslituting his
Biblicism, or Scriptural Divinity. :

THE LITURGICAL QUESTION.

Trom a notice, in ¢ Evangelieal Christendom,?? of
anew pubilication t ¢ Unjon Liturzy §  containing
Fore af Prayer for the Public Services of Religion,
and adso fur [Fonily Worship and private Devotion.”,
SasneT, London. .

Not many years are past since the very name of
a ¢ Liturey®® would have been suggestive to tha.
minds of many an eminent Christian among us, of
anything rather than the epithet ¢ Unjon,? with
whieh it is coupled in the mlc of this work. Those
days, we are enceuraged to believe, are fast going
hy, and, let ns hopey for ever, We have lived to
fiear the ministers of a Church, strictly liturgical in
all its public services, pour furth the unfeltered
desires of their hearts in petitions framed in con-
formity with every varying circumslance, every,
paculiar emergency of pmivate Yife, and in refigions
asseinblies of brethren of other tribes: and, on the
other hand, the descendants of the Puritans willing-
ly jnin, upon occasion, -in emploving the time-
haliowed and sublime forms of the ™ Established
Church, as the vehicle fora devoticn as earnest. in
its aspirations as that of their sainted forelathers.
We do not forget that minds arestill to be found,
wnhappily fixed, by early influcnces and associa-
lians, al the opposite exiremes of opinion and feel-
ing on this satject 3 that there exist, within the four
seas of Britain, devout meu, whose peculiar an-
tazonism to forms of prayer is carried to the length
of ohjacting even to the use of the words wiic
Christ “taught - his disciples ; and others, whose re-
pugnance o any effusion of Christian desires in
public, through the medium of unpremedilated lan~
gnage, is equally Jifficull to be conquered. But we
cannot be blind ta the auspicious indications afforded
in so many quariers,that our men of sincerest piety,
and soundest and largest practical views, are coming”
in from the extremes at which party has left them;
and thaf, as regards the public devotional exercises
of Christian assemblies, the Evangelical mind of the

lice from whence it had been shot out. Bul Isoon
learned that:] must take the Seriplures with the
simplicity of a little child, 2nd be cantent {o receive
on God’s testimony what he has revealed, whether
I can.unravel all the ditficulties that -may attend it
or not’; and from:{hat day to this [ have never had
‘a doubt respecting the truth of that docliine, nor a
wish'¢as far as ['know) to_ be ‘wise - above ‘whatis
writfen.’ "1 feel that T cannot "even ey plain how it

tent:to be:ignorant of-innumerable things whick vX-
zéed; not only. my; wisdom; but. the wisdow of.the
most ledrned -men'in the universe.” For {his dispo~
sition of mind I'have unbounded reason {0 be thank-
ful 16:God ¥ for Uhave notionly-iaveided inany per=
isofiity’ but actuallyJearned much,
whichl:shauld alherwise ' have never leared. -1
was not then: aware that ‘this  simple : exercise of"
faith'is the only ‘way of atiaining divine knowledge;
but I now see itisso; andin fact it is the true
way in which we ‘attain human knowledge also;
for the child receives every thing first upon the au-
thority of his teacher, and thus learnsthe very ficst
rudiments of language 3 he does not say, How do |
know thata, b spells ab ? or, that this is the no~
minative case, and that is the verb, and thatis the
accusative case that is governed by it7 No: he
calls things as he is taught to call them, and then
in due time he sees that these things are not the
arbitrary dictates of his master, but that they of
necessity appertain to language, and existin the
very nature of things ; and thus in Lime he comes o
see a beauty and propriety in things which were at
first no hetter to him than senseless jargon.  This, 1
am persuaded, is the way in which we should re-
ceive instruetion frem God 5 and if we will do so, I
verily believe, that we shall in due time see a Leau-
y and harmony in many things, which the per-
linacicus advocates of human sysiems can never
understand.~—2Memoirs rf the LRev. €. Simeon,

MR, SIMEOX'S BIBLICISM,

Described by Bishop TWilson of Calcutta.

Moderation on conlested and doubiful peints of
Theology contribuled to his ultimate snccess—nat
moderation in the sense of farmeness as to the great
vital truths of the Gospel—not moderation as im-
plying conformity to the world's jadgment of Chris-
tian Doctrine—but the true scriptural moderation
arising from a sense of ‘man’s profound ignorance,
and of the danger of altempting to jroceed one step
teyond the fair and obvious impert of Divine Reve-
lation. In this sense he was moderale. A reve-
rential adherence to the lester of inspired Truth was,
the characteristic of his preaching, e never ven-|
tured to push conclusions from Serinture into:-me-
taphysical refinement.  Unless the conclusions
themsetves, as well as the premises, were expressly
revealed, he was fearfnl and caulions in the ex-
treme. - He conceived early in life the design of
forming a school of Bitlicism, if the term may be
employed. lnslead of detaching certain passages
from  the . Bible; deducing propositions from these
passages, and. then' making these propesitions the
starting posts of his preaching, he kept the Bible as
his perpetual - standard 5 and used. aviicles of Theo-
logy for the end for which they were infended, not
to supersede the Bible, bt to be a centre of unity,
a safeguard against heresy . and error,. and'a means
‘of discipline and arder in the Chureh. ™ Ile did ot
consider it hig duty {o attempt to reconcile ‘all: the
apparent .dificulties in- St Pauly - but topréach
every part. of : that“grea) Apostle’s: doctrine. in its
place and hearing; and foriie cn_t!s for.which- each
partiwas evidently employed by ils inspired anthor.
MHere ‘shone -forth ithat -wisdom “in :Mr. Simcon’s
character-to whichi we have already adverted-<the
‘wisdom of bowing before the infinite -undesstanding
of the Almighty, and not: venturing to speculate on
wiatters: placed  far-above' human .coniprehénsion.

(as:L have shown inone'ofmy printed: Skeletons) 5

country is gradually conversing to the opinion, that

their solemnity and profitableness might be jointly

advanced, by combining 'the solid and’ lasting-
advantages undoubtedly. atlendant on -the.use of .
certain fixed forms, expressive of the perennialand =
perpetually recurring wants of the whale ¢ Houses -
hiold “of Faith,?? | with “liberly and: room” for (hose
unrestrained . supplications - which ‘may meet:the
special exigencies  of parlicular communities. and -

congregations.’

se s :
“Thodo, which'lend ta mitigate.thie ‘ohjection
other:side  are numeraus, iamnd:
‘plousid atellizent “men
communichs;” thatnllents ich!{l undoubte
weight' Has~ piocnred - téin from somejof: the -more
thoughtful and dispzssionale of their bretiren. "-Tha
great argnment, howevery is the practical one—that |
in what is termed-extemporary prayer, many of 'the
seriptural or'conventional expressions unaveidably
recurring, have in them the real essence of a form— -
that the very arrangement which leaves the choice
of petitions and words 1o the person oficiating in
social worship, renders it necessarily a prescribed
form to all wha join with him, a form to which they
cannot add, from which they cannot subtract, and
in which they cannot aller, any morte thanin a
Liturgy,  single expression—and finally, that this
form is modeliad by the conductor of the service,
and must bear the impress “of his individual mind,
and the tinge of his temporary mood § wheres it is,
in the case of a Liturgy, a form which bas already,
been made knotwn to those who are to follow it, and
has received the stamp of general approbation.

Such considerations, however, involve those whe
are dispesed to admit their weight, in no approval of
any existing ritusl now in use in any religions
community.  They merely present to candid ninds
a view of the abstract question, ‘of old siyled the
Liturgical Controversy, which may lead to its
practical settlement, at some- future day, by the
adoplion of a greater similarily in worship than has
hitherto prevailed amongst us—a similasity demand-
ed, we humbly conceive, as the outward expression, -
before God and man, of ourinward union in doctrine
aud spirityand the want of whichi is, we are certain,
one of the greatest praciical obstacles to effective
éo-operation. 3fin ail bul externals we are agreed, ..
itis by no means a sound inference from this agree= .
ment, that we should continue our disagreement in
externals. A sounder inference we should think -
wonld bhe, that we should make our agreementin: -
furdamentals the very ground of grealer outward. -
uniformity. If it be only or mainly in externals that” .
we differ, then it is to these that every practical . |
friend of peace will direct his allention, with a-view. .
to the removal of those visible badges of panty !
which are all, ‘it seems, that keep. asunder’ these,
who recagnise each other, as having ¢ One’ Lord, .

one Faith, one Baptism.» \ . e
It is on this ground that we think every encour~.
agement onght to be afforded {o those who, like ‘the . -
author of the work before us,.aim at the. legitimate
‘and necessary practical result of the identity of the
faith. held by the truly:-godly, scattered ‘ainong our:
various Protestant communities—who; not confent’
with idly proclaiming, ¢we are oney’? wonldlead us
to express, embody, and secure our unity by common
symbols: of worship and' discipline, as’well “as’ of
doctrine. o ol R
CThe menlion above made ‘of the Liturgical:Con--"
froversy; Jéads us lo note tivo historical facts 3 first,:
that ‘in’the edrlier, and ' cerlainly ol worsty days of:
.thé  Chitel of " Eogland,  extemporary “prayer—hy.
‘whichi “ive. mean prayer. according: {0 no enjoined
form—was very genesaliy’offéred upy at tha close-of.
the uswal prescribed service, hefore sermong as: well.
as after it : and,secondly; that the objection 1o forms:
of prayer, . in ' the ‘abstract;. and in"folo, was: enters
tained, previous fo the. Westminster Assembly;-only!

‘As-Lord Bacon in: Nutural Philosopby - considered

by'an extreme section-of the [ndependents;;and hus




