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Leadinîg 'Vholesalo Trade oT'151ontrealii

JOHN OSBORNY SON & CO,

Commission Merchants
, CO1RN E XC HANQr'E,

MONTREAL.

Sole -Agents in the Domiinion for

BISQUIT DUBOUCI;E & CO., rd
PIPER BEIDSIECE, Champarnes.

H. PIPER & CO,, Ict pannes.
CARTE ItLANCU E.-SEC.
Dit VEnzrN.AV-EXrTIA Dnr.
I'mVATE STooi-IrEmat.

JOHN HAURIE NEPHEW, Xerez,Shterrits.
WELSH BROS., Funchal, Mladeiras.
OSBORN & 00., Oporto, Ports.
1 RIP VAN WINKLE," seliedamu, Gln.
T P. GRIF'IN & 00., London, Export Botters

of "BASS'S" AlN "ALLSO1TS ALES, ANin
G UIIESS'S" STOUT.

ANI) 1IMrORTERS OF
Fine Old London DockT J.IAICA RUMS and

the leading brands of GINS and BRANDIES.

rINANCE ANI JNSURANCE EVIEW.

MONTREAL, FEB. 9, 1877.

TEMPERANCCE BY ACT OF PARLIA-
MENT.

TnE GoTIENBURG SYSTEM.

Such is the title of an article con tri-
buted to Belford's Magazin o by the Hon.
WMn. McDougaiI, wio claims to have lad
an opportunsity, during his sojorn iin Swe-
den in 1S73, of witiessing the operation of
the Gothenbur'g Systeim, and who gives his
adhesion to the viewvs of Mr. Chamberlain,
who has lately publislied the resuits of a
visit to Sweden, undertaken for the putr
pose of studying that systemt. WVe observe
that the prohibitionists have succeoded
il'carrying the Dunkin w lin soue dis-
tricts in Ontario, and the Governmient of
that province has a measure before the
local legislature for amendiiig the license
lmw recently enacted. Concurring as wo
do with Mr. McDougall, that " the ton-
perance movemient is one of the great
moral reforms of the l9th century," and
believing that it has already acconpilished
more than could reasonably have boen
anticipated in the timo, we cannot but
regret that well-meaning men shoul at-
tempt to coerce others into their views,
with the certainty of inflicting a deep in-
jury on society if their efforts shoukil
prove successful. We need hardly remhiisd

011r readers that the inthsiasts in any
cause nire thiose who nmake tle grentest
noise, and who often appear to have msuclh
greater iifluence th:in they really have.
It is well knowni that there are iany
warnm adherents of the tenperance cause,
wh'îo do not go the lengitli of' the prolhibi-
tionlists, nid. judging fromt the constmp
tion o the obnoxious liquors in the Doni-
nion, it is hardly coniceivable that both
classes coinhiied can bo anithing like a
mastjority of the pîOpulaîtion. _Mr. McDougall
quotes a passage fro Dr. Dio Leivis, lte
originator of the IWomen's 'Temperance
Movemssenit," on tl e sublject of legal pI-0
Ihibition, whici well deserves the attention
o? oiur proiitionists: oThe prohtibitory

Hiquor law thoroughy enforced vould, 1
" have never doubted, contribute miore to
"i he vealth of' tie state wis ilic elftre
"o' society thait all fite othor of? our sta-
" tutes put togetiher. But if thisi law be

enactedl be|'r public sentimreit is pre-

r to eifoice it, it must divert tise
" 'ntiloi of tenperance nioi fron tie

" vigorious and undivided employment of
those moral influences vlich alonse cati

"give development andI powc' to pIblic
Senitimnlt."1 Such wvarnlings comling

froms zeilons advocates of the temsperance
cause seem to be wiolly throwni aiway on
our prolibitionists, who never condescend
to reply to arginonts, but labour to ex-
cite tiheir hearers: by vivid (iescriptiosS
of the evils of instemperanice, regnrding
which there is a general coneurrence of
opinion. NKeither Mr. McDougall, nor the
writeir that lie aits cited, lias put the case
against prohibition as strongly as iiigit
lave been done. We are iot witihoit the
ligit of exper'ience to guide ns in tiis
imLatter. Pr'oilibitory diuties are oinly a
stage short of prohibition, and int

)overnent, we wouild ask, las ever been
able to prevent the evasion of laws estab
lisihing excessive duties ? SirtWalete Scot
was a filithiul delineator' of the nos
and .usages of the times on iviili lie
wrote. lI three of ls novels depieting
the state of' society in Scotland aibnouît a
ceitury ago, w'e mssay learin the fearfuil
consequences of holding ont temptatioi
to smggleirs o' persons concerned inl illi-
oit trafic. A r-eforensce to them may nt5Q
bo out of' place. Tie plot o? Guy Man-
nering turs very mucl on the proceedl-
ings of a desperate gang of smugglers, en-
gaged during a period of'years in systeina-
tic violation of the law, and countenanced
aLnost openily by the population. rPo-
ple must lave brandy and ton, (says 'Mr.
Bertram) and thero's none in tie country
but what comssos this way.'' One time the
revenue oflicers, suiported by nilitary,
"poured dovn upon the kegs bales, and

"bags, ani after a desperite aftli'ty, in
"'which severe w'ounis wer-e givent :imid

I' received, succeedod is cinpping the
1 broad ai 'ow upOn the articles an id b0ert-
" ii ems off in triumnjpi to tise next cits.
" i tom ouse. Dirk lHatteraick vow'ed in,
SDttch, Gerian and Etnglisih a ileep ani

4 fll revenge bothl agafilst the gauger nd
" his abetLors, and ail swhto knw hiim

thoughit it lik-ely he wolid keep his
word.'' The revenge w Las the isuider o?

the gaiger and the kidnaing of tiie
imagistrate's soi. ýS'o mussîct for tLie fiet otin.
In a% note to oec o? the later ditiois we
find thait " tie prtoto type of Dirk .liatter-
Unitk is considlered as iaving bteen a
"I)utcit ski p called yawkiis. This

ilman wams well knsovns on the coasts of
"s Gallowy and Duifrieshire as soie io-
iS prietor and iiaster of a Bitickkiar or

smugiing 'lugger' ctlled the s lack
Prince. Beinsg distinguisied by his tnaut-

" tieal skill and itricitly, is vessel sva
Sfreqtuly freigiteiL, and his ownî ser-
"vices etimpjloyedi ,y French, Dsitlt, M x

a and ScottisI suitiggig coimpsies."
Wec may reinsark that stucht coinpantiis sior-
ganized for Ltat triade in Lte United
Kinigdomi veie coiincul vithuis the list
ìifty y-ears. Thei plot o? tise HeartL of'r Mid-
lothiain likow'iso tuitîts very tnmich on the
p'oceedings o? sutgglers. lis the intro-
drction to the story ve Iindti tie follow-
inig passalge " Coi trabiind trlade, thoug

" it st-ikes ait the root o? legitimate
vernmnt by encroaching otn its reve-

"nues, though it injures the fLi' troler

" and debautches the min'ds of those eingaged
4ini il, is net ususally looked uspon1 citier

by the vulgar or' their hotters in a very
he iniouis poinît et' view. Ons tise constrary3'
i those cotintries wiere it provils, the
lciverest, boldest and most intelligent
o? the peasantry are uiiformily eagitgcd

"in illicit tiansactions, and very oftenl
" with lte sanction o? the faiiers andsî

" inferior gentry. Simluggling was ailmost
"u'niversai in Scotltid in the reignîs of
"George the lst and George the 2ndi, for
"the people, unsacestoined to iiposts,

Iand regariniîsg ticms as an njist aggros-
" sion tpons tieir ancient liberties, iade
"Ino scrupîîleo te Plude thei nitonever it

n 'as piossible to do so." We eariestly

recoiiend the foregoing passages to Our

onthiusiastic prolibitionists, ant nat the
saine tine wvarn then of w'hat w'otid be

the certain resultof the policy whici thbey

advocate. Assinig, foi' a isonient, Lhat
they could succeed in carrying a piohibi.
tory liquor law, ean there bo the slightest

dotubt that vast numnbers of th peoplfe
woulk look on such a ian as ait aggression
upon their liberty, and woulk dessem thein-
selves at perfect liberty, to countenanco
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