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til only a speck on the disk below tlie
spider was visible.

Then that, tee, vanisiied.
Silence--the perfume was stifli 'ng.

A oice, seexning te corne fromn a great
distance, cried : " On your knees te
the Book of Thothi On your knees te
the. Wisdem Queen, who is deathless,
being unborn, who is dead thougl liv-
ing, wlieae beauty is for a211 meni-
that ali mnen may di-"

A bell waa ringing furiously. Its
dlxx grew louder and louder; it bc-
carne insupportable. Cairn tiirew eut
bis arma and ataggered up like a man
intexicated. He gra.gped at tii. table-
lamp only just ini tiine te prevent it
overturiiing.

The riixging was that of bis tel.-
phone-bell. .1I, lad been uncenscieus,
tiiex-under smre speli I

He unhiooked the receiver, and
heard bis father's veice.

"That yen, Bobl" asked the doc-
tqr axiously.

"Yes sir," replied Cairn esgerly;
andI le opened the. drawer and slid
bis hand ini for tiie silk.n cord.

"Tiiere la sornething you have te
tell me?1"

Cairn, withoxxt preamble, plunged
fcitedly into an acceunt of bis meet-
inigwithFPerrara.

"The. ailk cerd," lie coneluded, "<I
bave i my iiand at the. present mo-
ment, qnd-"

"Hoid on a moment!" came Dr.
Cairn'a voice, ratiier grimily. Fol-
Iowed by a short intervêl. Then.

(411allo, Rob!I Listen te tuis, frein
teO-night's paper. 'A curions discev-
ery was made by an attendant in oee
of the reorna of the Indian section of
the. Britishi Museumn late thia evcning.
A case iiad been opeued lu some way,
and, aitheugli it eontained more valu-
able objecta, the. only item wieh the.
thief had abstracted wasa o Thug's
strangling cord frein Kundélee (dis-
trict of Nursingpore).Y"

"But, 1 don't uderstand-"
'<Perx'ara rzeant yen te find that

cord, boyl Rememiber, lie is unae-

quainted witli your cliainers, and h.
requires a fous for his damnable
forces! Hie knows well that you will
Lave the thing somewhere near to yqu,
and probably lie knows something&
its awful history!1 You are in dan-
ger!f Keep a f ast hold upon your-
self. I shall be witli you in less than
half an houri",

As Robert Cairn hung up the re-
ceiver and found hîmseif eut off agaizi
froma the outer world, hie realize4,
-with terrer beyond his control, liow
in this quiet backwater, so naear te
the main stream, lie yet was f ar froin
human companionship.

HIe recalled a niglit when, amid
sucii a silence at this which, now pre-
vailed about 1dm, li e a been made
the. subject of an uncanny demonstra-
tien; liow his sanity, has life, liad been
attacked; how lie lad fied fromn the
crewding horrors whidh liad been
mass9ed against hîm. by bis superna-
turally endowed enemy.

There was something very terrify-
mng ini the quietude of tii. court-a
quietnde whieli te otiiers miglit have
spelled peace, but whicli, to Robert
Cairn, spelled menace. That Ferrara's
device was aixned at his freedeni, that
hii. design was intended te lead to the
Moention of bis enemy whilst hie di-

reeted isi activities i ether direc-
tions, seemed plausible, if inadequate.
The. earefully planned incident at the.
Museum wliereby the constable bhad
beceme possessed of Cairu 'a card; thie
distinct possibility tliat a detective
miglit knock upon Mis door at any
mc>nent-witli tii. ievitable resuit oft
bis detention pending inquiries-.
forxned a cham whicii had seemed,
complete, save that Antony Ferrara
was the adiemer. For anotiier~ t
have eornpassed se niudl would have
been a notable victory; for Fera,
sucii a victory would b. trivial.

Whnt tht-Tn did it ineanl ffl
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