Decomber, 1891,

THE CHRISTIAN.

o |

ry
[}

the Lord aud He will roward you abundantly.
*¢ Whatsoever yo do, do it heartily as to the Lord ;
and not as Lo mon.”
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FOREIGN MISSION NOLES.

In reply to a letter sent by the Secretary 1o Bro.
Swuith, relative to the work in Japan and to our
teking it as our field, the following was received.
All the roaders of Tug CHRISTIAN must be helped
by reading such a letter:

Honao, Tokvo, JAraN, }
Oct, 20, 1801,
Dear Sister Ilaglor,—

Your favor of 17th uiw is at hand and it gives
me pleasure to make such reply as lies in my power.
It is a matter of rejorcing and of sincere congratula.
tion that the sisters have formed a Mission Society.
The fewness of the churches in New Bruanswick und
Nova Scotin and the constant emigration of your
young members nught well be au excuse for confin-
ing your attention tu the newly ficlds of your home
Jand, but such is not Christ’s way, such is not the
law of growth and development.

There is that scattereth and increaseth yet more;
and there i8 that withholdeth more than. is meet, but
it tendeth ouly to want.  The liberal soul shall be
made fat; and hethat watereth shall be watered also
himself. Prov. xi. 24, 23.

The churches in Macedomia were poor, yet out of
great afiliction and deep poverty their joy and liber
ality rose supreme. ‘I'hey were blessed. Every
mag, every church which learns to look not only on
its own neced, but also on the need of others, is
likewise blessed of God. In giving to the local
work, or to work in one’s own province, there is a
return in the immediate and vistble results, which
lessen the actual sncrifice made.  In cuntributing to
the snlvation of a Japanese or a Chinaman there is a
real sacrifice, nun oflering of faith unalloyed. Ile
who seeth in sceret will reward thee openly. I feel
sure that the reflex influence of your foreign work
will bring down a blessing upon your churches from
Tim who giveth the increase, which blessing shall
be far greater than i€ you had used tbe moucy for
the home work. Certainly it is the law of God
that every one for whom Jesus tasted death should
hear the Gospel, it is cqually undeniable that only
in the proportion to which we contorm to the law
of God can we expect His Llessing.  To sucrifice
something in order that the Gospel nuuy be preached
to those who bow down to idols and steeped in
immorality of sin are plunging over the dark preci-
pices 1nto endiess woe 1s to Jift us Into cluser fellow
ship with the peerless Redeemer, it is to fill us more
and more with the spirit of God and to esuse us to
auticipate with keener joy theday of the Lord when
we shall behold, in their robes of righteousness, those
whom we have helped to save. But it inust be a
sacrifice  One who keeps the substance for himself
and breaks off a little crumb of his possessions for
the Lord can hardly claim to be sacrificing for the
cause of missions. Oune who is afraid to exaumine
his income and the amount he gives to see whether
he gives ounc-tenth ¢ven, cannot feel that he closely
follows the footsteps of the Son of Man. One who
subtracts from the wmount now given to the local
church, or to home missions, tlic amount given for
the foreign work is not really laying auytbing on
the altar for the redemption ot the lost nations.

Let it be a veal, specint offering, let it be consecra-
ted with & fecvent prayer for a blessing upon the
issionury, his family and the people among whom
he lives, and the offerer will surcly feel that night
“how sweet to work for Jesus through the day and
to lic down at night under His staite.”

It would be difticult for me to determine, if I were
at home, cven with my present knowledge, whether
to contribute to the work in Japan, or in China orin

Indin. The neced is great in all, the souls are as
precious before God in whiclicver country they be,
and the cause of Christ is equally dear to my heart
in every part of the vineyard. *All thingsaroyours,
and ye are Christ’s and Christ Is God’s.”

Japan is in a far higher state of civilization than
China, therefore lMving is more custly, To support
a child, a dollar will go four times as far in China
as in.Tapan. That is, for the same amount you can
keep four children in China or one in Japan.

Japan is nearer civilized nations, she is neaver
Christianity in the same Fproportion. The seed sown
here ripens quickly. The reaper treads upon the
heels of the sower. Bro. Meigs, one of our mission-
aries to China, said that in ono hundred years Chiaa
will be where Japan is now. Japan needs help at
once. The country is in a whirl, Buddhism has
Jost its liold, is uaily growing weaker. Agnosticism,
Unitarinnism, Cniversalism are active forces at work
upon the people and they are very noisy. There
are between 500 and 600 Protestant missionaries,
counting wives of missionaries, and th-ir success
has been phenomenal. Up to last year there were
abou: 5,000 additions cach year, but during 1890
there were but 1,200, A re-action against foreign
things and the coming of Unitarianism were the
more prominent courses, but it is only an ebb of the
tide; the mation, though immetsed in lying and
licentiousness, is not an irreligious nation and must
evidently come to the truth as it is in Jesus.

e shall rejoice if you can help usand already
there is a tie between us, as yousuggest, not only
beeause of soi) consecrated by the mortal remains of
one of your daughters and her babe, but because
her daughter Elsie is growing up into Christian
womanhood and hopes to take up the work which
her mother laid down all too soon.

To adopt a child and rear it in a Christian home
is possible to a limited extent. The cost is about
sixty dolars a year. It would secem that only
orphans or children of very poor parents should bLe
taken and only girls, Boys would not be a sure
investment.  They would far more likely to not
become true Christians and might be completely
carricd away. Also it would seem that only girls
who are bright, capable of taking an education, and
girls wilh a heart not so terribly distorted by a sin
ful inhorited naturc as to forbid a hope of their
becoming useful workers ought to be chosen.  Such
rirls are rave, Ior two ycears Mrs, Smith has been

vuking for onc or two, but without success. The
poverty which makes them pitifvl reaches back for
gencrations, and that means that their ancestors
were not cducated and- they have no desire for an
education and but little capacity. Those of gentle
Lirth usually have relatives to take charge of them;
those ties are very strong among the Japaacse,
Now to take an ordinary girl, an orphan, who will
grow up to be a Christiun, but only a servant, or
wife of a working man, is a good work, but consider
the cost and it seems to be an expensive way to gain
a convert. Some missionarics favor it.

To educate a yuung man for the ministry has its
risks. The English Baptists educated one, paid him
$25 2 month: he joined the Presbyteriaus where he
could get $30.  Others have lost nerve lately, others,
the less in numbers, have not maintained a good
Christinu character. These risks arc everywhere, but
more so where the people have not Christian bload
in their veins, . The cost of educating & young man
would be from $50to $90 yeurly. Some can receive
clothes from home, some cavnot. An unbelieving
father is sometimes angry because his son chooses
the ministey. Thereis pressing nced for this work,

To sustain a native cvangelist is another good
work. He goes to work immediately and results
will be sooner manifest. This costs from $100 to
$200 & year.

To educate n Japanese in America is the next step,
but it cannot generally be recommended In rare
cases a Japauese can be benefited and will benefit
others, but there is nune available to-day,

Why should not one of the consecrated daughters
of your missionary society become your representa
tive, upborne by your prayers and offerings while
giving her life to the rescue of the lost? That
cxpense, if you work independently, would be §600
or $700 a year; if in co-operation with the Foreign
Christian Missionary Socicty it would be $500 —if
you supported her entirely, less if you made other
arrangements with the society.

But I have already written longer thau cither of
us expected. The field is white unto the harvest.
Japanese write to us sometimes, asking us to send a
preacher to their town. Pray ye the Lord of tho
harvest that 1I¢ would send laborers into 11is harvest
ficld,

Yours in the vineyard,
GEo. 'T. S,

A lotter was also reccived from the assistant
Corresponding Secrotary of O. C. W. B. M., in
which she says:

You will doubtless bo delighted to learn that
at a recent meoting of our Board wo decided upon
taking Japan for our field. Wo will, ourselves,
send a missionary there at a cost of about $1,000

for first year,-—S600 for his support, about $200
for travelling expenses and about $100 for an
outfit. It will be a great undertaking for us out
sido of our home work. Wa shall expect the hearty
symputhy and co-operation of all our dear sisters in
the Macitime Proviuces, Would it not bo wall for
gome sistor to go out us an orgaunizer in both our
provinces gotting the sisters interested in our poor
degraded sisters in heathen lands, enlisting the
sympathies of thoso who are indifferent, only
becauso they know so little about the matter.
There are many uoble hearts in overy church who
are longing to do more work for the Master if they
only know what to do and how to do it. OQur
children’s bands will all help to support the mis-
sionary.

* What abont the sisters vn P. E. Island? I
know that thero are some over there who would
like to help aud we need tho help that thoy can
givo. Will thoy not take up this workl”

Dear sisters, this is just what we have beon
wanting, o unite with the Ontario sisters in send-
ing a person to Japan, who shall bo the Canadian
women's missivnary. We have now a much greater
incontive to work ecarnestly, as we will feel that
this porson will be dependent upon us, Upon each of
us, dear sisters, will rest a part of the responsibility.
Shall we not rise to the need?

We began this work with much foar and trem-
bling, but havo been greatly encouraged by the
willingness of onr sistors to help and by the many
cheoring words recoived. Some have said that
thoy had wauted for someo time to help in -this
work and that thoy were glad that now there was
a channel through whish to give. Tho treasurer’s
roport, too, kas exceedod our expectativns.

Mzs. J. 8. FLAGLOR,
Secrctary Koreign Mission Socicty.

¥rox THE TEEASURER.

Dear Sisters,—As Christians, our greatest desire
should bu tu see souls turuing to the Saviour,
But while we are prayerfully working for those
near us we must not forget the mauy in foreign
lands who are without the light. Tho Apostle
teaches us that ** Whosoover shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved.” But, * How
shall they call on Hium in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they beiieve in Him of
whom they have not heard; and how shall they
hear without a preacher?" Sisters, thisis whero
our responsibility comes in. It is our privilege to
help iu serding the good news.

Are we all realizing the great opportunity that
God has given us to aid in this work?

Already wo have received aid from some, but we
carnestly destre that every one shoukl contribute
som.thing towards this grand work of carrying
Christ to those whn know Him not,

Bow grand it will be in the great day of account
to know that among the redeemed are scme that
we have been instrumental in saving. Let our
contributiot.s, then, be given in His rame.

Evory cne can givo at least a small sum; as ono
young sister said to me, ** [ am goiag to give as the
Lord prosperame.”” Iiow many will dv hkewise?

Consecrate somo amount to the work. ‘There is
ne one who cannot give one, two, three, or tive
conls a week. But, whatever it is, give it with a
hearty goodwill and with the prayer that it may be
blessed to God’s service.

Dear sister, 1f there has beon nothing duno in
your home fur this work will yue not take it as a
duty that God has given you?

See the sisters around yen and talk with and
interest them. ‘hey will all be willing to holp
then. Iv is wonderful what an influence a few
earncst words will have,

And let us not forget that to our hands is com.
mitted a great trust.  How will we use it?
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