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ITEMS AND NEWS,

——

Ermnu tho Buzite speaks.

It 1s Queons Co., N, 8., this time.

Bro. Haupine reports a meeting at Tigoish with
throo added.

Bro, OverRpAvon has resignod as preacher for
the churches on Deer Island.

Bro. 0. B. Enery'sarticleon “*Christian Union” is
worth a careful reading.

Bro. Wm Murray’s meeting at Summerville, N. 8.
closed with 16 additions. Grand!

Bro. MINNICK is engaged in a protracted meot-
iog at Lubec. We are expecting a goud report.

TuANES to onr subscribers who have forwarded
their subseriptions. Las: month's recvipta were the
largest in the history of the paper.

Wy leatn that Bro. Capp has been unznimously
requested to remain another year with the church
at Springfield, Missouri.

—

WEe Jesire to make special mention of our New
York agent (Mrs. O. M. Packard), who is an
enthusiastic worker for 'CHE CHRISTIAN and deso:ves
our best thanks.

Maxy hundred subscribers have noglected to
send the amoun® due. We wish them to remember
that after paying our necessary expenses overy
dollar goes to the Home Mission Fund,

WE had intended to publish a sevies of short
tracts written by some of our leading brethren,
but lack of space has provented us. We intend
doing so in tho near future.

Every month brings us words of encouragement
from our readers, Wo appreciate them, but new
subscribers speak louder than words of praise,
Send them aleng, brothren.

Wg are obliged again this month to hold some
interesting articles for the noxt isaue, Brethren
will please mail matter for publication > as to
reach us on the 20th of each month,

It is well for a persun to live within his meaus,
It is always wise, even if sometimes it should be
uncomfortablo. This is equally true of churches;
but churches, liko individuals, ofton pursue.a dif-
forant course. A church burdencd by a debt un-
necessarily incurred must bo an eyesore to God
and a pleasing picture to Satan. It is botter by
far to worship in a plainly finished and plainly
furnished meeting-house that cvst one thousand
dollars and is paid for, than to be tenantsn a mag-
nificent structure furnished with all the modern
conveniences and comforts, but over which a
mortgago of thirty thousaud dollars baungs like a
cloud. Common glass windows that arc paid for
are more beautiful to the devoutsoul that has faith
in the Book which says, ¢ Owe no man anything,"
than the most beautiful stained windows could
poseibly be, if the latter are not paid for. A debt
makes cushioned seats uncomfortable, even though
they be cushioned with plush; but we can enjoy a
hard seat in God’s house when wo know it is His,
and the world has no claim upon it. All this is
suggested by a big mortiage which disfigures a very
rich and very fashionable church.

WE sometimes hoar p.ople trying to solve the
problem why the Disciples of Christ make so few
cenverts in theso provinces, It is always well to
find out whether a cortain state of affairs exists
bofore we look for the reasons which will explain
it. Wo have not miade as little progress as many
seem to think, A rich harvest has grown on these
ficlds and been reaped, but hundreds of the finest
sheaves have been carried away ito the United
States. We have not received mcre than a dezon
or 8o in return, About twoanty of our preachers
are working in the neighboring country. Is it any
wonder, then, that we do not seem to be duing
much for vurselves when we have done so much for
others! It would be an instractive task, during
these long wintor nights, for the clerks of our
various churches to examine the records and see
how mauy names have been enrollod since the
churches wers organized, and especially to see how
many members have gone away, taking lotters
with them. Such an examination would probably
produce a feeling of sadness when it was found that
more had guue than remained; but, as a reaction,
a feeling of joy would arise in thinking that there
were 80 many to go.

EvERYTHING has a history. It may be as brief
as that of the dowdrop that forms in the night
and disappears in the morning, or it may be as
long as that of the mounntain which has stood &
silent witnoss of the changes of centuries. Some
of our churches have had long, eveutful and sug-
gestive histories. Tt would be interosting to know
what the past hasbeen, When wore they organizod
and under what citcumstances? Who was the
leading spirit in the movement! How many
memberaformod the nucleus? Through whatsersondg
of trial have they passed? What events of espeaial
interest are connected with them? Information
along these lines would bs oxcoedingly entertaining
reading. The history of the church at Lot 48, for
instnnce, could not fail to entertain and instruct.
For naarly oighty years it has been contending for
the faith once for all delivered to tho saints. Its
history seems to go back further than the com-

mencement of Campbell's work in the United States;
for ho was not excluded by the Baptists from their
fellowship till 1827, or more than a decade after
this church was organized, There is room for a
fruitful investigativn here. Who can give us tho
facts?

THERE is one work which the writer of this para-
graph would modestly suzgest that the editor of
Tue CuristiaN should do, . ¢., to write tho
History of the Disciples of Christ in the Maritime
Provinces. In one hundred years from now we do
not doubt but that the plea which we make for a
return to the old paths shall be listened to with
approval and accopted with dolight by the English
speaking world. A wave has atarted on its way to
the Pacific States, It is working mighty changes
as it goes, It will soon come back aud touch the
Atlantic coast, and in due time come up here, wash-
iog away speculations and dogmas which have no
foundation but in men's vain thoughts. Those will
be bright days for the Disciples in these provinces
who shall see it. They will want to know when
the first small and feeble wave touched thoae shores
and tried to wash away the theological rubbish
which had been acecumulating for ceuluries, and
prepared the way for the inflow of tho flood of truth.
Such a rocord should be made when brethren and
aisters are [alive whose, memories go far back into

the century and who can supply data which no
existing record contains, Whois soToHipetant to do
the work a& Bro., D. Crawfordl T he cannot
unde riake such a task, let him at least give us a
short account of the organization of the Church of
Christ at New Glasgow.

REFORMATIONS are necessary, and as things go
it seems as though the time would not soon come
when they could bo dispensed with. A reformativn
is generally more sweeping than a revision. The
proper way to reviso a man-made creed is to reform
it till it conforms to the Divine confession of faith.
The Church of Christ hss no creed that needs
revision, and no doctiines that require refurming.
The Reformation of this century has restored to it
ths teachings of Christ and His apostles, unmixed
by human error, and undisturbed by human phil-
osophy. DBut the age of reformation even for us
has not yet passed. Wo may well congratulato
oarselves upon holding a doctrinal position which
is impregnable. No place for successful assault
can be found by oven the most active and sagacious
of our oppouents, But it is one thing to be right
in doctrine and an entirvely differont thing to be
right in our religious lifo. Both should always bs
found together; but either may exist without the
other. Thousands are wronp—radically, deplorably
and it may be fatally—in doctrines, whose lives
aro almost abovoreproach. Thousands who under-
stand God's tovealed plan of salvation, and can
state as clearly as Paul did tho conditions upon
which pardon will be granted, live lives which
have little or nothing to recommend them. And
of the two classea the one that is wrong in dnctrine
but right in life, stands in a safor position than

tho one who is right in doctrine and wroug in life;
for tho latter cannot beo saved, but the former may
possibly be. Tho reformation which shall be next
needed is ane to cause all who have named the
name of Christ to depart from all iniquity, and
show themselves to be indeed sons and daughters
of God, who aro trving to glorify Him in theig
bodies and spirits which are His.



