CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

September, 1892,

A Pecculiar Suit.

Miss Lizzie Juckson, a young woman of
Toronto, has entered suit against Me, W,
H. Seripture, n wellknown  west end
deuggist, claiming that he dispensed n pre.
scription in such n manner as to oceasion
her physical injury, and demanding as
compensation o legal equivalent to thoe ex-
tent of $200.

From information obtaiued, it appears
that the preparation in question, written
by Dr. Winnett, contained 12 grains of
extract of cannabis indica, two or three
draws of hromide of potash, aud water to
two ounces.

Mr. Seripture’s clerk, a graduate of the
college, and a earveful and competent dis-
penser, dissolved the extract in a little al-
cohol and added it to the other ingredients
whilst agitating briskly, thus obtaining
the best result possible from the formula
as written, and finished by attaching a
“shake the bottle” label,

The cannabis indica was, as a natural
result of the menstruum orvdered, thrown
out as a bulky precipitate, and in appear-
ance looked ns though an excessive quan-
tity had been used. The doctor, upon
seeing  the mixtuve, claimed that two
drachms, at least, had been dispensed, and
expressed himself so strongly that the
young woman took legal proceedings to
recover for the supposed injury she sufier-
ed from taking the medicine.

Tt appears that MissJackson, wholives
with a widowed mother, is not worth any-
thing ; and, as the doctor has been care-
ful to avoid legal responsibility, Mr,
Scripture has no opportunity to obtain
redress for the wanton injury done to his
trade by the charge preferred.

The druggists of Toronto are a unit
with Mr, Scripture in defending the action
should it ever reach judge or jury, and
arve determined to keep such n suit from
ever acting as a precedent for the instita-
tion of future proceedings of = similar
nature.

The Nature of Cholera and Gen-
eral Precautions to be Observ-
ed During its Prevalence.

The principal points, in o decree is-
sued by the Russian Ministry, are : -

1. Asthe cholera virus is contained in the
evacuntions of the patient, it must be re.
membered thatwith themthe pestilencecan
be conveyed and transferred to other peo-
ple in the most various ways and by most
various vehicles, such as linen, clothes,
articles of food, water, milk and other
drinks; and that the pestilener can be
cqually well spread. even it only the
slightest traces of th evacwativae cxist in
these vehicles, so ws vot to 2 pesceptible
to the atura! conses,

2. Asthe vontagion is frequently cavried
fromplucetoplaceeitherby cholerapatients
themselves, or by persons who have come
into eoutact with others suflering from or
infected with cholera, the public is warn-
ed against attompting to escape the dang-

er that threatens them by leaving their
places of residence.  In the first place
they may aleeady be infected before de-
parture, and in the second they ave better
able to protect themselves from infection
at home than whilst travelling i€ the fol-
lowing precautions ave taken,

3. Visitors should not be received from
places where cholera exists, but persons
coming from those parts should be regui d.
ed as the possible beaters of the germ of
disease,

4. A well regulated life should be led,
as experience has shown that digestive
disturbances ave especinlly favorable to
the deselopment of cholera.  Excess of
food or drink, and food difticult of diges-
tion, should therefore be avoided, and es-
pecially nnything that is liable to cause
diarrhaea, 0 doctor being at once consult.
ed if dinerhea does occur,

5. No food should be partaken of that
comes from an infected house, as this is
very likely to transmit the disease, whilst
it is advisable to avoid fruit, vegetables,
wilk, butter, and soft cheese altogether,
or at least take them only after being
cooked, the consumption of milk especial
ly Leing dungerous in the unboiled state.

6. The avoidance of water polluted by
excrementitious  matters, urine, kitchen
refuse, and similar materials cannot be too
strongly insisted upon, and eoven water
drawn from the ground under inhabited
places, or from swamps, ponds, drains and
rivers must be regarded with suspicion,
because as a rule the source is contamin
ated,  Naturally, water polluted in any
way by the evacuations of cholera patients
is espreiadly dangerous, and for this reason
attention is called to the danger that may
arise to i community by allowing water
used to wash infected vessels or clothes
to tlow into any brooks or waters in the
neighborhood.

-

7. The best means of nsuring spring
witter free from contamination isno doubt
afforded by sinking Abyssinian wells or
iron tubes driven straight and sufliciently
deep into the carth.  Wherever it is not
possible, however, to procure water free
from suspicion, it must be boiled, and
only hoiled water used.

8 With vegard to these regulations
coneerning water, they are intended to
apply not ouly to drinking water, but also
to all water employed for household pur-
poses, as the germs of disease in contam.
inated water may also find admission into
the buman body by means of the water
weed i eleansing couviing utensily, in
cleaning and prepaving food, in washing
and in buthing., It is essential to get vid
of the beliet that drinking water is alone
the earrier of virus, and that ample pro-
tection is ensured by drinking only hoiled
water or water beyond suspicion.

9. As cvery cholera patient may be re-
gavded as a centre from which further
spread of the disease may take place, it is
advisable, if possible, to send such patients
to a hospital and not nurse them at home,
or, if this course cannot be pursued, at

least to keep every unnecessary person nt
u distance,

10. Visils should not be mado to an in-
fected house, unless impelled by duty, and
for the suine reason all places should be
avoided where cholera is prevalent, as well
as all Iarge gatherings, as fairs, and con.
vivinlities,

1l. No food or drink should be par-
taken of in buildings in which ave eholera
patients, and even for one’s own sake,
smoking in such places should be avoided,

12, As the evacuations of cholera pati-
euts ave so dangerous, their divty linen or
clothes should be nt once burnt, or disin-
fected in the manner described in the see.
ond part of the decrce.

13. Especial ente should be taken
that the evacuntions of cholera patients
are not brought into the neighborhood of
springs or other running waters used for
household purposes.

14, All articles that come into contact
with patients that cannot be destroyed or
disinfected, must be rendered inmocuous
by means of hot vapors in special disin-
fecting establishments, withdrawn from
use for at least six days and placed in o
dry, airy and sunny spot.

15. All those who come into contact
with cholera patients, their beds or clothes,
should at once disinfect their hands,
especially if they have been polluted with
the evacuntions of a patient, and neither
food should Le touched with uncleansed
hands, nor articles, such as eating and
drinking utensils, cigars, &e., be introduc-
ed into the mouth if they have been in an
infected room.

1G. Tn the event of a death, the corpse
should be removed to the mortuary as
soon as possible, not even washing of the
body being undertaken unless it can be
performed in the mortuary, whilst the
funeral should ve as simple as possible,
and the mourners should not enter the
house of death nor take part in any fun-
oral feast.

17. The clothes, linen and other articles
of apparel of the deceased should not un-
der auy circamstances he worn or given
away until they have heen disinfected,
and especially should not be sent to other
places unless disinfected.  Receivers of
articles that have heen sent from places
in which cholera is prevalent are nrgently
advised to send the package at once to a
disinfecting establishment, if possible, or
to exeeute the necessary precautionary
measares themselves. The linen of cholera
patients shoald not be accepted for wash-
ing, unless it has been previously disin-
fected.

I8, This last picce of general advice
warns the public that no other prescrva-
tives are known except those described in
this decree, and advises them to abstain
from the various medicaments like cholera-
brandy that are always recommended dur-
ing cholera epidemics.

Make it n rule to wateh your want book
closely and never get out of staple goods,



