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TWO TROUSERED LADIES.

——

Chat with tha fecoretary of (o NLondon
Rnt1010l Drois Asiooration,

Among tho Dbusy, moving throngs
crowding the corridors of the Horticultur-
al hali durmy tho morning and early af-
tornoon, writes a corrospondont were two
Jadica, who artracted marked nttontion
wherever they wero seon.  They both
wore tho red and purplo badge which
disignated their fureign birth, but they
wore romething else which earned for
them their chiuf Jistinetion snd mado
tho little knots of pooplo standing hero
and there nudge their olbows in their
neighburs’ sides and point with o _signiti-
cant wink to the fair ccuple. Tho gar-
ment which made the two gentlo British-
crs thus conspicueus was the much-mal-
izned but ever-appreciated, awkard but
comfortable, thoroughly mesculine, yet
getting to-be-aweetly-feminine trousers.
One ludy’s wore of checked silk, while
tho othor wore blue serge.  They were—
at least as much us could beseon—neither
bowitchingly tight-fitting like the moedern
dude’s nor spgravatingly baggy like the
dark-oyed Odunlesques,  Thoy wero of o
highly respectable middlo-rato pattern,
and as the fair occupants of the odd attire
moved gracefully down the main stairway
of Horticultural il the silk and sergo
seomed the cmbodiment of elastic
comfort.

“Oh,” said the older lady with a neat
littlo bashful bluzh, as she came to a halt
in the corrider, *‘you are a reporter, are
you? Well, 1'm right glad that you spoke
to me. Let me introduce ay compauion,
Miss Glenn.  Elizabeth, this gentoman
is & reporter. 1o is the first one we have
wet in tho States, and you kuow in cur
crusado wo ard very much dependent
upon the press. I am Mrs. E. M. King.
of London, sir, snd lam the hunorsble

cerefary of the Rational Dress Associ-
ation, Wo organized three years ago and
have done fairly well.  Of course, we en-
countered many obstacles, but wo only
expect that.  You see, wo wear well-it-
ting trousers down to our instep. Ouly
abeut feuror fivo inches of the trousers
show. Abovo this is tho skitt, which, as
you observe, fits neither too lootely nor
toosnugly.  Ourideais to wearany sort
of comfortable bodice or jacket, but never
to wear stays.  Comfort 18 our great aim.
You know two things aro required in
dress.  One is that clothing—petmit me
to emphasizo the word clothing—should
cover the body according to tho body's
lines. That 1s the chicf thing. Tho next
pont to consider is the drapery, which is
for orvament rather than practical use,
ani the drapory should bo loft to the in-
dwidud tasto of the wearer. Nowimn't
that sensiblo 7 You must admit it is. I
am just fifty years old, but X feol just as
brisik a8 any young woman and can jump
a fenco as well as & man.

*§ have practiced thisdress in England
to sco how much the public will allow
without Lringing down insult. Tho boys
laugh at us thero just as thoy did this
morningon the streeta.  Wo aro in per-
feet harmony with the dress-reform wo-
men of this country and we respect Mrs.
Bloomer as a noble pioneer in the cause,
But wo don't beliovo in such racdically
malo attire as some of tho American
women have adepted.  Wo are in favor
of bringing about a chang., step by stop.
People may smile at us, you know, but
that doesn ¢ break any bones. No good
thing ever comes without some ono hav-
ng much .o put up with, Wo are opposed
to fachion more than anything olse, and
tako up arms againgt ab minabloe France,
whero every idiot who cheosessetsa mod-
¢l for foolish women to follow. Yes, X
will roturn here tolccture on dress reform
if any ono askame. Good moming, sir.”

Has Glenn, juat ene-half Mrs. King in
agu and adiposity, but somowhat longer,
amiled awcetly upen her surrounding sd-
nurers during her senitor's remarks, and
asacnted to all the doctrines cnunciated
by tho honomblo scerotary of the rational
Dress Aesociation of London.
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Leprosy in Medireyal Times

Though leprosy in Europe generally,
and Great Britain and Ircland in partie-
ular, was not due sclolytothe intercourso
with the East brought about by the cru-
gades—for leprosy provailed here and on
the continent conturies beforo the firat
crusado was preached—it is undeniable
that thero was great increase of tho dis-
easo after the efforts to rescue the holy
sopulchre from the infidel caused constant
communication between the East and tho
West. Many recordsremain to provo tho
carly provalenco of leprosy in different
paris of Europo.  For mstance, tho Jaws
of the great Welsh Xing, Howel the Good,
decreed in 928 that if a woman left her
husband on account of his being a leper,
ahe was ontitled to thefullreatitution and
solo posacssion cf all her gocds. But
earlier than thie, in 767, Pepin, King of
France, by an cdict promulgated at the
council ho convened at Compiegne, ruled
that Jeprosy in cither husband or wifo

of Orleans specially imposed tho care of
lopers upon tho Bishops of the Galicl
Church, directinF that nono should be
left destitute in their respectivo dioceses;
but that they ahould be provided with ali
noceesary fcod and clothing from tho
funds of tho church, in order that, tho
decree—with a tenderness in strango con-
trast to tho mannors of those rude times
— continues, * non eis desit misericordin
cura, quos por dursm infirmitat.m in-
tolerabylis constringit inopia.” Thoe third
Council of Lyons in 583 laid a similur in-
junction on the episcopate regarding the
lepers cither born or dwelling within their
jurisdiction ; and it further enjoined that
lepers wero to bo faabidden to wander
through other cities than their own,

Soma Curlonus Contrivances by Smuge
glers,

The curious tricks to which peoplo ro-

sort who deal in contraband goods shows

u zeal and ingenuity worthy of a better

might, with the consent of tho leprous
consort, ba regarded asa suflicient ground
of divorce, and that the husband or wife
not aficcted could thercupon contract
a fresh marringo,  *‘Si conjugum alter
sit leprosus, potest alter cum illius con-
sensu alind iniro conjugivm,” &e.  And,
carlier atill in tho cighth century, weo
havo historic proof that leprosy was com-
mon 1n Europe. Ratharils, tho great
Lembard legislator, passed a Iaw in G43

depriving any one of his kingdom
known to tho judges and peoplo
to bo affected with leprosy — and

thereforo  expelled  from  tho city—

of nll right of disposition over his
property : *¢ Quia in cedem die, quando a
domo cxpulsus cai, lanquam mortuqs’
habotur.” Morcovoer, in 94 tho Coundil?

cause. Qno dealsr in costly Inco uscd to
run in a valuablo lot through the gates
of Paris, under the very foet and oyes of
tho oflicials, on tho back of a litue dog,
who had anothor coat fitted neatly all
over his back, which ho wore with as
much graco as his own hairy jacket. The
laco was wound smoothly and cvenly
aboeut his body, and ho could carry thou.
sands of dollara’ worth in this way, and
nobody bo tho wisecr. Ho was a sharp
little fellow and, when baflled at ono
gate, would run off to another, slipping
n under the very hoofs of tho horaos asa
carriago rolled along. Tho trick was at
Jnat suspeeted, and the wary dog, rather
than auffer himsolf to bo caught, took to
the water, and was shot, Do had a cost-
ly winding alicot of laco about him when

ho came to bo examined. Such s faith-
fuldog'ought to have had a better master.

There is 2 mnvecum of these confiscatod
articles at Pars, which is now and then
visited by the curiosity hunter, where
thero is a pilo of coals, with a spool of
sewing thread in cach chunck ; boots with
French watches hid in tho heels ; a coflin
which is filled with cigars ; a hugo stuffed
boa-constrictor, a ront in whoso sido dis-
closed a preclous assignment of valuablo
Incos ; a huge African hangs by his neck
n a very ghastly fashion, but a stroko of
the cane shows him to be only » sounding
tin. Mo used to figure on the footboard
of a carriage, as an attondant, and drovo
in and out many times through the gates
ot Paris. But one time, in a jam, when
overybody wes scolding and swearing and
trying to get on, an officer present har-
angued the crowd of drivers and told
them to take an ovxample of cquanimity
from this black, who looked on so sereno-
ly amidat tho tumult. Slapping thegood
fellow approvingly on the shoulder, ho
was surprised to hear him givo a very
metallic rattle.  He was taken off to tho

ingpection room, and found to bo filled
with oxcellent brandy, which was drawn
off at tho toc. They soon sampled an
“armful” of the fluid, and the'poor slack's
day of servico was over.

A somewhat similar game™waa played on
English custom house cflicers, who in-
spected a consignment to Dr. Swartz,
which proved to bo four African hoads
preserved in brandy, and also somo other
pickled ““ romains,” allin ¢ oxcollent pro-
servation.” They **passed,” and theo
owners poured off tho brandy from their
porcelain heads and bones, and drank to
tho hoalth of the sharp ofticials in tho ex-
collont liquor.




