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f G onfritmtors aud Covvespondents

. ;;—mo Lresbytorian.)
OUR OWN COHURCH.

No. VIL,

Having briefly refe;;ed in my last to the
offivo of the eldership, I will now xefer to
k the offics of

DEACON,

whioh {5 also an apostolio institation, and
whieh, (though it would seen, if not alto-
 gother gnored, to have fallon into abey.
sao0)y, ought to have a place in overy
[B Presbyterian congregation. This order of
ofice-benrers is clearly established in the
first six verses of tho sixth chaptor of Aots;
aud $heir businuss was to look after the
#poor " and *gerve tables.” It may be
{hat some congregations have deacons, but
1think they ave foew. It is truo that there
are in evory congrogation ¢ maanagers ™ oy
#hrustees” who look aftor the finsnoisl
sfairs of the congregation, but who have no
welosinstioal position or recogaition, and
who are chogen snnuslly, but who aro not
requirod to possess tho peculiar qualifica-
iR lions necessary for doacons. It is somo.
times said that deacons are not required,
$ot this is no reason why tho order should
bo ignored goenerally. Our system should
be a8 near porfection as possible, and if
ey woroe useful and necessary in the
Apostolic Chureh, surely wo neod their sor-
vioos as much, |

Our Episcopal friends would like to got
proof here for their order of * doacons,”
whioh is, s they elaim, an order of minis.
trs who sre invested with power {o proach
tod baptize, and for proof of this the csase
of Philip the Evangelist is quoted.
Philip did preach and baptize, but
il was not as a doacon but as an
Erangelist, a8 he is oalled in Acis
11f, 8—an order which would be of great
lmportarce in the Episcopal Churech. It
koot likely when Philip went to Samarin
lbst e waited to don a surplice or repeat
what is known as the ** Apostles’ Oreed,”
sad no one oan question the result of his
bbours, In these daysof advaneed thought
ind ritualistio tendencies, the oloser all
sharches adhere {0 apostolie patiern the
better, and I believe the more successfal in
Eanrying out the eommission of the Master,
CHURCH DEBT,

This is & sabjeot of mueh fmportance at
present, and is even more felt in the United
fiates than hero. Thoes ocongregations
who in prospsrous times fucurred debt, now
fied it & heavy matter to oarry. Many
tbnrches have diffioulty in raising the
woessary funds to “ run the church,” to
iy nothing of paying off debt, Thuge
tiffoulties ave not confined to Presbyterian
ot Protestant Churohes. X saw it stated
wne {ime ago that she Roman Catholio
Csthedral which is being ereoted on Fifth
Avenne, Now York, is mortgaged to the
siztent of $800,000, Only think of a con-
Regation haviog to meet the interest on
tis sum and pay other expenses as well.
The eagerness of some people to have hand.
Bwmes and oostly edifices at any price is
sfonishing, These folks eay they oan
borrow money st six or soven per cent.,
ud surely they ought to buid or repair
taply because their neighbors are doing
0. Well, the diffioulty is not iu borrowing
the money aud building, but the whole
diffienlty is in paying the money. The
question should be first settled, How is the
woney to be paid ? but this guestion is sel-
dom faced until the congregation finds itself
wriously eramped with a sinking debt,
vhich has s most chilling effeet on the oon.
fregation and which eaures many to leave.
Then complaints of the minister are sure
lofollow; either that he is not visiting or
bol preaching as well as he nsed to do, or
Mine other frifling reason given, but the
hole secret s $hat tho everlasting debt ia
s frup omnse. But whilst I say those
dings to cantion; I do not wish to als-
Wurage nseded improvoments; and as the
¢ and progress of a demomination is
idged by the appearance which it presents,
Twould like to see onr church architecturs
kep pace with the spixit and progress of
2go; all of which is oonsistent with the
ftineiplos which I have enunciatoed.
The spirit slready exhibited by our
urch s worthy of all praise, and
Ur earnest wish is that that spiril will not
® relaxed in the ulightest degree, uatil
congregalion will not only have a
Pindsome chnreh Lo worship in, freo of
Ubt, but that evory minister will have a
hdsome manee o live in fres of debi,
dfres of rent, Every reasonsble addi-
(Y% {0 & minister’s income will be a eor-
"panding advantsgs to the copgrogation,
0ot} & money point of view certainly in
R intellsctual point of view. Aud mow a
Word for {he
KLDER,

¥ho writes in your paper of 18thull. As

our friond nocoepla tho general tenor of the
artiolo roferred to I will not go into » ocn.
troversy with him on the consirnoetion of
¢ gontonces” and words which T am free to
admit might bo batter put; and as fo
whethoy yonr paper is fit for Sabbath read-
ing, I suppose Le and I must lsave this
matier to the good tasto aud jadgment of
our Prosbylerian people, wuany of .whom,
T am ploased {oloarn, aro appreciating your
efforts to supply a Ohureh papgr in somo
d ‘gree worthy of the denomination; and
whilst it may not contain reading matier
of snch a typs as was prodnced by such men
as Banyan,or Boston, Baxter, or M'Choyno,
sfill it ean bse introduced to Christian
families not only with safoly but with pro-
fif and advantage. PRESBYTERIAN.
Toronto, 4th Aug., 1877,

SUSTENTATION OR SUPPLEMENT.

No. IL.

Editor BRiT1s1t AMERIOAN PRESBYTRRIAN,

DeaR Sir,—Another argument in favour
of a tustontation as against a supplem-mi.
al scheme is—that the OChurch, by the
former, rocognizes her ministers &¢ on an
equal footing. ‘Tho parity of tho ministry
is one of the leading dootrinas of tho Pres.
byterian Ohuroh. The sustentsation is
based on tha principle of equal dividend to
all. Tor the supplerent that may be given
by oqugregations atterwards, by which die.
tinetion is made, the Church is nol re.
sponsible. T'he supplewmental plan does not
recognize parily in reforence to the whole
~—only in reference to some, and thezo the
weakor bretbron, By implication the doo-
trine is taught of an ‘ inferior order of
olergy.”

The susteniation plan again exhibits
congrogational oonfoderation, whioch is
Presbyterianism—the supplements), con.
gregational independence which is Congre.
gationalism, By the sustentation scheme
we teach that oongragations are bound up
in each other and are to help one another,
Asgongregations we siand in this relation.
ship in other jmatioys. In the depariments
of doctrine, discipline, government, we axe
liked together so that tho leaoking of one
is thatof all. The supplemental plan does
not recognize this relationship. It saysto
covgregations, “Your first and great duty is
at home to your own pastor, then if you
Lave anything to spare afterwards we will
thank you for it to help others.”

We know that this congregational inde-
pendence in the master of mmmsterial sup.
port is now olaimed by ocongregations
themselves. Apparently thero ie no obli.
gation felt, in many instanees, by one con.
gregation to help another. If contribu.
tions are given to aid weak congregations
is it not often as a mattor of alms rathor
than as a matter of xight ? The principle
of supplement dees mot correot but rather
oonfirms the congregational independence.
It confirmu it both on the part of the eon.
tributor and on the part of the reoipl
ent from the fand. The one gives beoause
it is ablo and independent as a ocongrega.
tion. The other receives becanse it is weak
and helpless as a congregation. Now to ad-
juet matters, to have no opportunity for
self-landation on the one side or self-hmn.
miliation on the other, every miniater
should bo susiained, not becanse he is the
minister of & strong or wesk congregation,
but becanse he is & minlstor of tho
Church.

What bave we dutto as & Quurech to dis-
abuse the minds ot congregations on this
subject ¢ Shonld they be oncouraged in
the belief that thoy are dving all that js
jnoumbent on them in reference to minis.
textal support when they ooniribute
at o certain rate per member, while
othors in like oircumstances are under
the necessity of ooniributing twice
a3 much to enjoy a proached Gos.
pel at all. Large congregetions can give
even large salaries nb n very small ocost fo
themselves individually; but why should
tho mere accident of numerioal sfrengtl,
for it oftentimes is a mexe acoident, release
from stipendiary obiigation? Now a Sus.
tontation schiomo teschos tho obligation of
overy member in a largo congrogation do-
ing a3 muoh as the member of & weakoon.
gregation. A Sapplemeutsl scheme never
has provided for this yet.

Tu my next letter I will {ry to show
that congregatious are likely to contribute
more largely to a sustontatioa schome than
they now do for stipend and supplement

oombined. I am,etc., W.BrNNETT.
Springville, Aug. 8rd, 1877,

—

'Che Italian Oabinet has heen summoned
o Roms {o consider the Eastern question,
Rev, W. MoConxers of Innisfil has besn
unanimously and enthasiasticaliy oalled to
undortake the charge of the congregsiion

st Mahone Bay, Nova 8ootla.

MUSKEOKA AND ITS CLAIMS,

Only a vory short time ago, the Distriot
of Maekoka was oconsldered almost Inse-
comiblo, and if reashed at all, of very little
value for any uteful puvpese. Many
thought tha its fairy Iakes aud rocky islate
wonld ko left in their solitude, and be
kuown only to the Tudlan huvter, the
nufiled trapper, or thosialwart sportsman.
Instead of this it has during the last fow
years bogome tho home of huudreds of
familios. Little villagoa aro epringing up
horo and thers, giving more or lese premmise
of future importanes, The openings in
tho forest aro numerous, and althongh the
rogion is somewhat rongh and rooky, the
porsovoranco of faithfnl tollers is often re
warded by very rvioh rxeturme. Aund hore
whero vory Iately the Indian only fred,
and the marks of Ohristian civilization were
unknown, churches are belog planted
everywhera snd faithfal missionarics aro
proolaiming the good news to their follow-
men, Improssed with the imporiance of
this disiriot a8 a field of Missionaxy labor,
the Barxio Prosbytery, held lts last mooting
in Bracobridgo. Tue mewmbers wore cordi-
ally received by our devoted Missionary
Mr. Findlay, and the good people of this
new town most fully obeyed ¢theinjunotion;
“Be not forgstful io onteriain strangers.
for theroby some have enferinined angels
unawares,” The Presbytery hold four long
sederunts at whioh muoh important buai-
ness was transached whioh I will not detail
in thig paper. But we had a tea-meeting
on Wednesday evening of the good old
stamp, The ladies, young mon and maid-
dens, were in their glory on that ocoasion,
and for the time, all the difftoulties of Mus-
koka lifs were forgotten. On the plaiform
was & ohoir of twenty singers wio dis-
ooursod sweet musio in excellent siyle, and
gpeeches full of poetry, humor, and etirring
earnest utierance were given by several
members of Dreabytery. Towards mid.
pight the sompany, not & few of whom
had come from s ditiance, turned home-
ward, highly pleased and we $rust more in
earnead in esrrying en the good work.

Looking at Muskoka as a fiefd for mis-
sion Iabor there are itwo shings whioh
earnestly demand attention. The new
stations and young congregations are the
children of tho Ohureh, full of hops for the
future. They need to be kindly oared for,
watohfully tended, and snitably nourished.
This is the work of the Church. And this
work is best performed by oherishing o
deep interest in our Home Mission scheme,
wnd by liberal oqniributions kesplng the
Lord's tressury ever full, that Christian
ordinances may be more {ully enjoyed in
these outlylng distriots.

But ancther thing imporéant to the pros-
perity of the work fs the ereetion of suii-
able Church edifices, We are glad to know
that efforis are being made in wseveral
places in this direction. But however
willing the people may be, they are not
able to do what s 7eally needed to be
done. The new ochurch aé Brace-
bridge is oeeupied but not eompleted.
At Allensville and Port Oarling a begin-
ning has besn made, and at CGravenhursi
the frame of what promises fo be a vory
comfortable place of worship, is np and
enclosed. Bat thera ir help needed. What
has been done has been accomplished with
great diffioulty. And it is to be feared that
unless substantial aid is rendered, it will
prove a serions loss and hindrance to the
work, Ave we justified in looking quie tly
on while our brethren are thus encompass-
ed with diffioulties? Are there nos men
in our towns and citics who possess ample
means, and who withont inconvenionce
oounld fill the hearts of God's puople with
rojoloing by aiding them in their Chuvch
work ! Are there not men in Toronto and
other places who conld send ono or two or
even four hundred dollars, to aidwin tho
oreotion of churches? o do fool that
from the thousands spent in our {owns
and from the thousands not spent thers
might be spared many a goodly sum,
which would causo tho wilderness snd
solitary place to be glad and the Qesert
to rejoice and blossom as the rose. Our
missionary in Muskoka is doing s great
work amid great difiioulties,and on s salary
which searcely places him above respeot-
ablo poverty. But if Christiau men who
are stewards of large meaus, would romem-
ber the people as they might and ought to
do in their offorts to seonre snitable places
of worship, they would givo to our mission-
aries fresh ocenrago and gremtor atrengih,
and they womld seoure a rich reward in
their own hearts. May the spirit of Ohrxis.
tian benevolence and large-hearto dliberality
be poured out abundantly on the people
everywhore, that the message of Heaven's
love may be heard in every corner of onr
land. R,

A coupaNy las been formed for the
manufacture of papor from tule gracs,
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LETTEL FROM MR. CHINIQUY.

Rditor BRITISR AMENIOAN PRESDYTARIAN,

Tho events whioch took place at Belfast,
Prinoo Bdward Istnnd, ou the st of Maroh,
1847, have such an nnalogy with thoso of
the 12ih of July last, in Montreal, that no
doubt yonr realers will ko o know them
and draw thelt vwn cundiosivns,  An eleo-
tion for members of Parlinment boing
orderad, and a place very near where I
writo shoss lines, polected for tha poll, the
Irish Roman Cathiolios determined to oleot
their men with their ordivary argumonis,
“the stick and the stono;" and several
londs of flint stones wore peoretly oarried
by them thirty miles. Thoe Rov, Mr. Me.
Lennan, Prosbytorian ministor, of Belfass,
had, a few dags beforo tho elestiun, rocoived
a vislt from the Roman Catlolic Prieat,
Brady, who had told nm, “X am sont by
the whole Catholic people of Bolfast to tell
you that we want to havea pencefnl olection.
Please, then, request your people to coms
to tho poll without any woapons which
might bo a ocaues of provocation, and I
pledge my henor that not a single Catholic
will come with any weapon eltbor.” This
messsge of peace, delivered to tho Protes-
tants by thoir pastor, had boen received
vith tie uimost saslsfaction by thom, and
not a single ono had had the loast idea of
arming themsolves to como to the poll,

The first Protostant wha voled was ealled
Maleolm MoCrae; but his name was not
yol rogistored, when, at a signal given by
an Irish Roman Oatholio, & real hail of flint
stonos fell on the Protestants, and wounded
msny ; and hundreds of shiilelahs, till then
concealod in the slesves, were raised against
poor MoOrae, who fled for his life. Bui he
bad not run ten rods when he foll dead—
his head brokon, and his brains seattered on
the enow, under tha blows of a dozen sticks.

The Protestants, seeing that they had
boen eruelly entrapped by the Priest, and
brought to a slaughter-field by thelr too
confident pasior, having nothing to defend
themselves, ran towards a grove of young
waple trees, whioh, providenijally, was
nob more than two or three hundred rods
distant. The Irish Oatholies followed them
with their stones a few rods, and wounded
soveral more, but they soon returned
to the poll, filling the air with their eries of
Jjoy at eo guick and complete & victory.

The Protostants, in rubning towards the
forest, had only ono mind—it was to out a
strong stiok and come back with it to meet
their perfidious foe—and in & fow minutes
each of them was grasping the formidable
weapon in his hands.

Among the Protestants there was a brave
old eoldier, who, with powerful voice, rallied
them, and said: ¢ The Roman Uatholics
are six againatone ofus ; if we want to gain
the day we must presont a united front to
the cowards who have broaght us, through
their priest, into this trap, United, we
stand ; divided, we fall.” A moment afier,
the lillle Protesiant army was forming a
kina of rquare batislion, presenting & front
of eight tall and fearless sons of the old
mouniaineers of Sootland. In the middle
of the front live, a real glant in body,
strength, and hearé took his place., The
emallest of theso eight men in front was
not less than six feet in height, When once
put in oxder of battle, that handful of hexoes
went out of the wood, with a firm and quick
step towards the poll. Bai I mnst nos for-
get to say that the Irish Cathulios, in order
to make their viotory more easy and com-
plets, had invited the male Oatholic popu-
1ation of the other connties, thus bringing
their number up o six hundrod men, when
tho Protestants wore hardly more than one
huvdred in all. When tho Catholics saw
the Prolestants coming out from the wood
in good order of baitle, they quickly formed
themselvos in a battalion of fourteen men
front by forty-five deop. The two little
armies were soon noar each other, when o
man with a white flag left the ranlts of the
Protostants and wont fo the Cathelics {o
say: * We do not want to fight; ounr only
objeot is to epjoy our right of voting; do
not doprive us of that right, and thers will
be no troubls betweon us,” A blow from
an Irishman’s shitlelah, which brought that
messengor vf peaco down with a ghasily
wound in the faco, was the first answor,
The second answer was the unanimwous ory
 Not one of you shail vote hero to.day{”
Then the commanding goldier of tho Pro.
testants oried out : ¢ Hold well your sticks
in your two hands—keep near eash other—
strike &t the heads of the Papisis—mareh!”
It seeme inoredible, bat it is true; that ter.
rible haud-to-hand baitls of one againsi
six Insted more than one lour, though it
took only fwenty minuies for the Drotes-
tauls to pierce through aud through the
whole colamn of Roman Catholies, and
soatler it. The vietory of Belfas, like that
on the banks of the Boyne, was gained Ly
the soldiers of t-uth and liverty., A most
respcotablo Jady, who, from her windows,

was an oya-witnssnof that hloody eneonntor,
said to me yestoxday, “The Irlsh Roman
Oathol.os wore falling befors the long and
boavy eticks of the giant Soctehmen like
Bhsaves before the niower.” Not a single
Protostant was killed, oxcopt McOrso,
thongh almost wwery ons of them was
woundod, bat thirty Irish Romaniets foll
dead, or divd aftermards fiom their wouuds.
More than ons hundred woro pue hore do
combat, and there were very fow who did
nol earsy for lifo the warks of tire 1crmble
waple oticks of the Bootoh Irotostants.
The battle raged tili all tho Roman Oatho-
lios, bloeding and wouuded, had pisked up
thelr dead and dying Into their sleighs, and
dieappeared at tho full apeod of their horges,
From that day the Iriah Gatholies of Belfass
have beon guiot and ontle ne lembs, and
the Protestants bless God that thoy are
prosperous, hapr y aand freo. Truly yours,
C. OmiNiquy,
Belfast, P. E. 1., 23th July, 1877.

-

Presbytery of Barrie.

This Presbytery mot at Bracebridge on
the ovoning of 'Tuesday Tth inst, at 7
o'clock. The Moderat~r, Mr. J. Forguson,
preachod from Matt, xxviii, 18-20, to the
mombors precent and a considorable num.
ber of the paviie. It was deswrnbile thaf,
=8 spocial ronsond had boen urged for hold-
ing tho moceting at Bracebridge, there
should bo a full attendaunce of mombers,
and arrangemonts were made by Mr, Find-
lay, tue mussionary, for their acoommodas
tion, but thers wore present only nine out
of twenty one ministers and throe elders.
Tho abaenca of Mossrs Gray and W, Men
Connell was accounted for by indisposition.
Aftor tho court was constituted My, IFer.
guson resigned the chalr, and Mr, Loiper
was olooted Moderator for tho next twelve
months, A voie of thanks was tondered to
Mr. Fergueon for his condaot in the ehair
and for presiding sund presehing at the
opening sorvices, A atanding committes
on the state of roligion was appointed con-
sisting of Mesers Gray (Convener), D. Mo+
Donald and R. Bodgers, The following:
resolution, prepared by Me, Fraser, thank.
ing his hovour Judgo Gowan for a valuable.
glft already noticed in the Bririsg Aurar.
CAN PrESBYTRRIAN was adopted. *The
Prosbytery being informed by Mr. Gzay,
Orillin, that kis honour Judge Gowan had
placed at the disposal of the Chureh in
truss, ae a Mause, for the residence of the
ministor for the time beimg in charge of
Guathrie Oburch, Oro, the house at Shanty
Bay, built and_formerly oeoupied by the
Rev. 8.B. Ardagh, and the grounds and
appurtonances belopging to tho same, and
that tho deeds of trust securing the said
property for the purposs nawed wers now
in Mr. Gray's hands—the Prosbytery in
view of tho infrinsie value of the gift itself
and the bensfit accuring therofrom to one
of the congregations of tho Churoh, os well
as in considoration of his honour the Judge
being a momber of anathor weclion of the
Chlurah, desira toplaos »m roeord their high
appreciation of the ohristiau genoroxily —
overlooking denominational boundaries—
whioh lod to he dovising of this very liber-
al disposal of a valnable jropordy, nud to
tender to His Honour the Judge their best
thanks, and the expression of thoir earncst
wishes and prayers that he may long live in
health and prosperity, to evjoy much of
the comfort of oar holy religion, aund to
bring the infinence of his posilion and ehar.
aoter fo bear upon the inferests of the
COhureh of God at Jargse.,” The Treasurer,
Mr. D. McDonald, presented the annual
report and resigned his office. The rosig-
nation wasaccepted with reluctance; thanks
wote teuderod Mr. McDonald for diligence
and efficienoy, and Mr. Stuart Acheson
was appointed Treasurer in bis stond. The
Olerk was directed to correspond agaiv with
congrogations in arrears to the Presbytery
fand, A dizonssion srese on the inade-
quate colloctions made for the payment of
oxpensos of Comwissioners to the Goneral
Assombly, resulting in a motion o the fol«
lowing oficet, being 1.4t 1ill next general
meeting for consideratioun, viz.,, That the
Commissioners be refanded to the sum of
§~— enach, aund that tho amount necossary to
msko thess paywents be included in the
estimates of the Presbytory's exponditure
for the following year, Aiconsiderable por-
tion of tha third sederunt was engaged in
attontion to the Howmwe Mission work of
the Presbytery. Aa applioatiou of Mr.
Charles B. Hommings of Stephonson, Mus.
koka, to be employed as Cateoliist, was cor~
dially entertained. It was agreod to re-
tain the services of Mr, J. P. Granl, as mis-
sjonary in Port Carlisg cto., for the wintor.
The Presbytory resolved to recommond &
special oolleotion on Thauksgiving Day, or
on any other day more suitable, by all tha
copgrogations of tho bounds, in the interest
of the mlsuion at Wandsville, Murkoka.
Arrangoments w.ro made to administex the
Lord's Supper at cortain places. Al the
fourth sederunt on Tharsday forencon, Mr.
Alexandecr Russol, after trisle and oxamin.
nations, was liconeed fo preach the gospel.
Mr. Ferguson having rosigned the oharge
of South Osprey and Honeywood, the resig.
nation was laid over for contideration at a
speoial meoting of Presbylery to bo held at
Stayner on Wednesday 29th Aug. at 2 pam,
and the Clerk was direoted to notify the
Session and Congregation to appesr at
sald meeting in their intsrest.~—Ronxrr
Moonig, Pres. Olerk.

Tux Emperor of Germany gave a bean-
tiful, but deserved complimont to Von Mol
ke in o xcoont apesch.  Relerring to the
snocoss of of their arms, lie turned to the
Oount and exid, ** We all only carried
out whai you, the thinker of tho battle,

ohalked out for na.”



