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the bright and morning star. Ol what a
shout will that blessed company raise.

Glory t¢ Gad.
And to the Lamb who bonght us with his blood,
From every Kindred, nation, people, tongue;
And washed, and sanctificd, and saved our souls,
And gave us robes of linen pure, and crowns
Of life; and made us kings and priests to God.
Shout back to ancient time?  Sing loud, and wave
Your palms of trinmph.  Sing, Where is thy sting
Odeath? Where is thy victory, O giave?
Thanks be to God, eternal thanks, who gave
Us victory, through Jesus Christ our Loid.
Harp, iRt thy voice! Shout, angels shout,
And loudest ye redecmed, Glory to Gad,
And to the Lamb atl glory and all praise,
All glory and all praise at morn and even,
That come and go cternally, and find us
Happy still, and thee for ever blest!
Glory to God, and to the Lamb. Amen
Amen.
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THE MYSTERY OF THE PRESENT DIS-
PENSATION.

No. II.

In the former paper it was stated that
the present dispensation was that of an eleet
Gentile church, chosen for the spucial pur-
poses of being witnesses for Christ in the
carth, during his absence from it; and of
being partakers with him in the glory and
feliaty of the heavenly kingdom: it was
also statéd that such'a dispeusation was not
known to the-saints of former ages;—the
truth of this last statement will appear
from the following facts.

The almost exclusive subject of the Old
Testament, is -the Jewish nation. Take
away from it the first twelve chapters of
Genesis -and the book of Job; and the
books of the Proverbs and Kcclesiastcs,
which are, collections of moral maxims and
sayings; and the whole of this: 1?ivine rev-
elation is occupied with the origin, the his-
tory, and the future destiny of this people.
Otheér nations, indeed, are mentioned; but
it is-cither in a slight and cursory manner,
or it is on account of their connexion swith
Jsracl.  If any onetbe startled-at this state-
ment, let him just cast his eve over the list
of books into which -the Old Testament is
divided. What do the five books of Moses
contain but the origin and:carly records of
this people? What is the subject from
Joshua to Esther inclusive, but the history
of this people? And to what did the
visions, beheld by the propbets, relate, but
to the destiny of this people? Much of
what was once prophecy, has now become
history; but the final promises remain to
be accomplished, as a test of the fafthful-
ness of Him. who .hath said, “If ye can

not be day and night in their scason, then
may also my covenant be broken with Da-
vid my servant, that he should not have a
son to reign upon his throne.” Jer. xxxiii. 20.

2. If we turn from the leading subject
of the Old Testament, to the manner of the
inspired writers in uttering their predic-
tions, we see further proof that no notice of
the present dispensation was given by
them. The mode of their peedictions is
almost uniform, commencing with a time of
trouble, ealled the “day of the Lord,” they
then speak of the advent of a deliverer;
and then of a period of blessedness conse-
quent upon his advent. The following
passage is in keeping with many others:—

1saiah ix. 4—7; “For thou hast broken
the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his
shoulder, the rod of his oppression, as in
the day of Midian.  For every battle of the
warrior is with confused noise, and garments
rolled in blood; but this shall be with bur-
ning and fuel of fire, For unto us a child
is born, unto us ason is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counscllor, The Mighty God, The Ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it,
and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth, even for cver
"The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform
this,”

In this passage we have a specimen of
the usual strain of the Old Testament pro-
phecies relating to our Lord’s kingdom.
Firsta time when judgment will be execu-
ted with burmung and fuel of fire: secondly
the advent of a Saviour: thirdly a period
of peace and happiness under that Saviour's
reign.  We need not multiply exampies;
the student of Scripture will see, by turn-
ingto Psal. i, ix. 5—8;—Isaiah ii. 6, toiv.
6;—x. §, to xii. 6;—xix. 1—25 ;—xxiv. to
XNVi—xxxiv.  XXxv;—Jer. XIX.  NXXNij—
xxxil. Nxxiiij—Ezck, xxxiv, to xxyix;—Joe!
i, i ;—Amos iii. to ix;—O0badiah i;—Micah
iii. to v;—Nahum i;—2Zeph. i. it. iii;—Zcch,
ix. §—17;—xiv. 1—21, that this is almoat
the constany mode in which they present
their prophecies. It is true that in other
prophecies, we see the Saviour’s sufferings
and death foretold; but in none of them do
we read of the period of nearly two thou-
sand years elapsing between the Saviour’s
death and the establishient of his kingdom.
Aund as the period itsclf-was not known to
the Old Testament saints, it is, of course,
impossible that they should know wkat was
to take place while it continued.

8. If from the subject aud manner of
Old Testament prophecy we proceed to
contemplate the future prospects which it
placed before the saints, we shall find fur-

break my covenant of the .day, and: my
covenant of:the night, that there shéuld

ther proof that the present dispensation
was not krnown by them: We have no ac-

! count of the ultimate hopes of Abel, Enoch,
or Noah; but when we come down to Ab-
raham, we hava clear light upon the hopes
of the faithful people of God. Promises
were given to the patriarchs; they under-
stood and believed them; and confessed
themsclves to be strangers and pilgrims in
the carth.  What were the promises which
God nade to them at this time to be the
warrant and the foundation of their hope?
We may glance at a few of them:—

Gen. xiii. 14—17; “ And the Lord said
unto Abraham, Lift up now thine eyes, and
look, from the place where thou art, north-
ward, and southward, and eastward, and
westward : for all the land which thou seest,
to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for
ever. And I will make thy sced as the
dust of the earth: so that if a man can
number the dust of the carth, then shall
thy seed also be numbered. Arise and
walk through the land, in the length of it
and in the breadth of it; for I will give it
unto thee.”

Chapt. xviii. 83 “And I will give unto
thee, and to thy sced after thee, the land
whercin thou art a stranger, all the land of
Canaan, for an everlasting possession; .and
I will be their God.”

Chapt. xxvi. 2, 3; “And the Lord ap-
peared unto him (Isaac) and said, Go not
down into Egypt; dwell in the land which
I shail tell thee of: sojourn in this land,
and I will be with thee, and will bless thee;
for unto thee, and unto thy seed, I will give
all these countries, and I will perform the
ocath which I sware unto Abraham thy
father.”

Chapt. xxviii. 13; ¢ And, behold, the Lord
said, (to Jacob) I am the Lord God of Ab-
raham thy father, and the God of Isaac:
the land whereon thou liest, to thée will I
give it, and to thy seed.”

In these passages the grant of the land
of Canaan is made in perpetuity to Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, personally; axp to
their descendants after them. In chap. xv.
§—18, this grant is made irrevocable by
the oath of God, a fact frequently referred
to in the Scriptures.  “Which covenant he
made with Abrabam, and his oath with
Isazc; and confirmed the same unto Jacob
for a law, and to Isracl for an everlasting
rcovenant: saying, Unto thee will I give the
land of Canaan, the Jot of your inheritapee.”
Pzal. ev. 9—11. It is true, that this cove-
jnant, confirmed by the oath of God, has not
" been fulfilled yet; Stephen says, “And he
gave him nonc inheritance in it, no, not so
much as to set his foot on: yet he promised
that he would give it to him for a pesses-
sion, and to his seed-after him, when as yet
lic had no child.”” Acts vii. 5. And Paul
says, “ All these died in faith, not having
received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of them,.and
‘confessed that they were strangers and-pil-
,grims on the carth” Heb. xi. 13. As




