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salary of supnlemented enagregation 2600, at the same time the Committee tol)
the Syaod that the funds accrning would not warrant them io promising a min-
wnum of $500; the Synod, bowever, saw fit not in connection with the opera-
tions of this ommittee, but independently to instruct Presbyteries to enden-
vour to raise all the stipends o: onr ministers to & miniwum of 3600 with
manse. The conseqnence has been that several Presbyteries have found it ail
but necesssary in order to secure the settlvment of some of our probationers to
make salary of supplemented congregations exceed ~500 and even come up 1o
6 0, and have asked the Commitiee to aid them in so doing. In one or two
instances this was done, and immediately. as might have been foreseen, dissat-
isfaction arose among ministers and congrega tons, whose stipend is less than
the amounts secured to these newly ordained men in supplemented charges,
which at. the same time contribute to tha supplement. Unless & stop be put at
once to this course of procedure, the Committee will find it impossible te coun-
sent to the application of Presbyteries, for unless the income of the Fund be
more than doubled, we cannot raise the salary of all our ministers to & meni.
mum of $600 It is unpleasant when the Commit ce appears to call in question
the wisdom. and to disregard the express wishes of a Presbytery, and ther.fore
there is the greater reason for Presbyteries considering well what may be the
consequences of unduly raising the stipend in one place, even it it is desirable
to secure the services of a superior man  In view of this difficuliy it has been
sngaested that the supplemented congregations shouli be sepavate i from the
Home M ssiou scheme proper, and that a separate fund be raised and s -parately
admin:stered for their benefit L-aving only mission statious with the Humo Mis-
sion Committee

In ocder to work our Mission fields it has been found necessary to rake th»
arants in some new settlements comparatively large [t is, however. believed
that a liberal ondday at first will prove to be true economy, as thercby congreg.a-
tioes will be more quickly established.

V. Vacaxciis AND I’ROBATIONERS.

Another matter entrusted to the Com nittee by last Synod. was the distrib.-
tion of ihe probationers of the Church among the Pr-sbyteries, so that they
might v:sic the several vacancies with a view to settlement.  The Commiittee
submit with mach satisfaction the result of their tabours in this department. 1o
appendix H1 will be found a tist of all the vacancies reported to the Commit-
tee since Juiy last, in all 38 also of all the probationas who were in the liv
during the year, in all 30, from the same paper it will be seen that fiftven vacau-
¢ies have been settled, and tw. Ive probationers  That the number of the for-
mer excreds the latter is owing to three vacaucies having ealled minister- wihoee
names were noton the roll of probation  The large number of senlemenis —
ard the fact that only five out of twenty whose names were on the roll——in
Octob £ last are now unsetiled, atford the best evidence possible of the practi-
cal nuiity of 1he present mode of distribution  Although rthere may have been
cases of in-lividual hardship or inconvenience. which no vlan could prev. ni, the
Committer have reason to b lieve that part es concerned are geaerally weil sat-
isfied, and that & =clution has been found of a difficult practic | quest on n the
working of the Churcr.  The distribution of probationers has been made quar-
terly and the Committee are happy to be able to report that with the exceptivn
ol two cases of sickness and one of wilful disregard, which, however. the Pres-
hrtery concerned resolved not to prosecute, the appointments given to the pro-
hationers have been fulfilled  In some Presbyteries probationers were employe |
yart of the winter hodf year in the mission field, this the Committee regard a3 in
perfect harmony with the wish of the Synod, as expressed in 136¢C.

VI Work Doxe.
The Committee are orry to have to say that no reports of gpecial interes
have come in during the vear. Preshyicries have been satisfied with givier s
such wformation as the printed forms contain,



