MEDICAL

SCIENCE

VIDEO MELIORA PROBOQUE

EDITORS

P. H. BRYcg, M.A,, M.B., L.R.C.P. & S., EDIN.
,WiLLIAM NATTRESS, M.D., M.R.C.S., ENG.

P. J. STRATHY, M.D., M.R.C.S., ENG.
W. B. NeselTT, B.A., M.D., C. M.

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS, EXCHANGES, ETC., TO DR. W. B. NESBITT, COR. COLLEGE & MCCAUL STS.. TORONTO

IssueEDb MONTHLY
VoL 1: No. 5

ORIGINAL

ANNUAL ADDRESS.
BY JOIIN COVENTRY, M.D., WINDSOR, PRESIDENT OF THIE ASSocCi-
ATION OF EXECUTIVE HEALTII OFFIOERS OF ONTARIO.

Ladies and Gentlemen : This organization has
now been in existence since October 1886. The
duties which the members of it then ook upon
themselves and those since added, together with
the results, are legitimate subjects for enquiry and
criticism, not only by members of the Association,
but by the public at large, who have been lead to
expect some tangible proof of the uscfulness of the
society.

The constitution scts forth that the objects of
the Association shall be to promote the interests of
the public health. The progress made is oortainly
not such as could have been desired.  With a view
10 assisting the Mayor of Wuodstock and other
gentlemen who were associated with him  including
nearly the whole of the medical profession of the
town —to adopt a a system whereby a pure supply
of water could be obtained for the use of the in-
habitants, our last meeting was held there. Al
though that and other subjects were fully discusscd,
and the danger of drinking well water from a por-
ous soil, was fully set forth, a by-law to introduce
waterworks, was rejected shortly after our mecting.

For the purpose of collecting information which
would enable us to place in a tabulated form the
principal dangers menacing human life and the
means used for preventing them, it was suggested
at our Jast meeting that the work be divided among
ten committees thosz you sec named in the pro-
gramme—to report at this mecting. I trust that
the reporis, generally, will be more satisfactory
than the one assigned to myself.

If the heéalth officers from whom information was
asked, have failed to respond to our eénquiries we
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readily anticipate the reason of their silence. In
times past, and to a very great extent at the present
time, medical men have had nearly the whole of the
sanitary work of the country to look after.  Some
municipalities have appointed Medical Health
Officers under the statute.  Some have not.
Nearly all have small salaries, some have nonc at
ail.  One serics of questions after another is sent
to them and extended answers are requested, un-
til the limit of unreinunerated human endurance is
reached and small blame attaches if the inquisitive
circular is assigned to the waste basket.

A scriptural maxim says that “the laborer is
worthy of his hire;” the sanitary laborer is expected
to ‘work without hire. Just how long this condi-
tion of affairs will last, is a problem that those who
are entrusted with the iegislation of the country are
to consider.  Ts the Medical Health Officer a ne-
cessity ? If he is, what should be his duties?
what sum should he be paid for the faithful dis-

Large of these duties?  These points determined,
it will be in order to enquire into the fitness of the
physician to vccupy this office.

We must not be too exacting at first but it will
not be amiss to contemplate the Medical Health
Officer of the future. It will not suffice that he is
a good practitioner, or that he is a kindly, benevo-
lent gentleman —ncarly all doctors possess these
qualifications. It is not enough that he is an ab-
stemious man—that he does not drink nor smoke
—shall T mention the hope that few medical men
do either? It will not fill the bill that he keeps
books correctly and makes regular returns to the
Department.  The Health Officer of the future
will be an embodiment of a physician, a chemist,
detective, an engineer, and if he is a bit of a law-
yer it will be all the better. TFor puesent necessi-




