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while esprit de corps runs bhigh. Should
we not also be proud of the medical corpa
of the Tmperial army, which has served
with distinetion and fidelity in every bat-
tle wince Marlborough's time? Soldiers
have their herves. We also have ours.
The names of Ambroiee Pare, Peter Lowe,
Richard Wiseman, Larrey and Longmore
are embliszoned on the annals of military
medicine. Notr have medical officers been
lacking in military courage. *“Have you
ever heard of Surgeon Thomson, who,
during the Crimean war, when the army
marched off after the terrible battle of
the Aliaa, volunteered with his servart to
remain behind on tha open field with 500
wounded Russians, and passed three
awful nights, these two Englishmen alone,
among foreign foes, none able to raize a
hand to help himself? Have you heard of
Assistant Surgeon Wolseley, of the 20th
regiment, who, at the battle of Inkerman,
had quietly established his dressing
stationin that awful place, the Sandbag
Battery? When the 150 men were forced
to desert it, they fell back and found in
their path s Russian battalion. There
was not & combatant officerleft, so the
assistant surgeon took command. He
had not even a sword, but laying hold of
a musket with o fixed bayonet, he gave
the word of command, ‘Fix bayonets.
Charge.” The roldiers nnswered with a
British cheer and sprang forward  to the
attack. The mext instant they were
they werebreaking their way througzh the
Russinus.  Only one-half gt through
alive, and among them our hero. Have
you ever heard of Surgeon Landon, who
was shot through the spine while attend-
ing to the wounded on Majuba Hill? His
legs were paralyzed, but he caused him-
self to be propped up, and coutinued his
werciful work until his strength ebbed
away. You may recall the more recent
cageof Surgeon-Captain Whitchureh, who
gained the Victoria Cross at the siege of
Chitral for the most determined courage
iz snving thelife of Major Baird.

“There died a short time ago & certain
Surgeon-General Reade, C. B, V. C,
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Daring the siege of Delhi, while attending
to the wounded at the cud of one of the
streets of the city, a party of rebels ad-
vanced from the direction of the bank,
and having eatablished themselves in the
houses of the street, commenced firing
from the roofs. The wounded were thus
in very great danger, and iwould have
fallen into the hands of the enemy had
not Surgeon Reade drawn his sword, and
calling on a few men near him to follow,
succesded, under a very heavy fire, in dis-
lodging the rebels from their vosition.
Surgeon Reade's party consisted of ten in
all. of whom two were killed and six
wounded.” Surgeon Reade was a Canad-
ian, and one of the two sons of a colonel
in the militia, both of whom greatly dis-
tingnished themselves. I might add that
of 118 wearers of the Victoria Cross four-
teen are surgeons, nearly 12 per cent. of
the whole number, or 93 per cent. of all
the officers of the army, a record of which
we may be justly proud. :

Knowing the brilliaut aud meritorious
services of army medical officers it gives
one & shock to learn that it was only
aftermany failures, many struggles and
much heart-burning, after a prolonged
period of unjust treatrent, which, to the
colonial mind is incomprehensible, that

‘the medical service of the Imperinl army

has reached the present point of high
efficieney amd excellent organization—a
state of things largely due to the tenacity
with which the leadeis in the struggle
have stuck to the text, and the cordial
and aetive support which they hive re-
ceived from the medical profession
thronghout the ewmpirve, chiefly through
the medium of the British Medical Asso-
cintion. We, in Canada, have all the ad-
vantage which comes from the experience
of others without the trials and  anxieties
which attend the gaining of experience,
and I am happy to think that nothing but
the best feeling has always existed be-
tween the different branches of the ser-
vice. No better proof of this can .be ad-
duced than that wohave as the respon-
sible Ministerof Militia und Defence,. an
able, open-minded and progressive medi-



