
ONTARIO MED[CÂL AMSCIÀTION

MY not have Seen a copy of this report to write at once to the Hionourablethe. Provincial Secretary Parliament Buildings, Toronto, asking for acopy, 80 that lie xnay possese himself of the iraluable information conita ined
in tis report.

Furtiier, your Committee believe that the provision of better facilitiesfor the treatinent of incipient mental disease is a great national duty andwould draw attention to the communication on this subjeet fromn Britishiexperts i Mental Disease, which appeared in tie bondon Tiee o! Pebrit-ary 8th, 1920, and a"s to, the leading article in the same is.sue of thatpaper. Under date of February 21, 1920, The Hospital states asfollows - "Treatment o! Incipient Mental Disease.»
£CA GREAT NATIONAL DUTTY.

"To urge reform in our methods o! dealing with earl 'y mental disorderwould seem to labor the obvious. The most elementary1 thinker must longhave realized the hopelessness o! our system. Unfortunates who fail toeonform to the conimon mental type have hitherto been left to strugglealone at the mercy of chance surroundings. Even thougli the suffere-rdesires advice and treatment, lie lias had nowhiere to turn for e-xpert Void-auce-unless lie would risk the stigma of 'insanity' or Bun«e v B t utime lie lias qualified for admission to the reeogni zed instituiti ons hiN case'
lias usually become too desperate for hope of cure. Before the War thispoliey, representîng uneducated publie opini'on couintenauccd by goveru.
ments devoid of scientifie outlook, was distinctly cruel and uneconoauical;
it wa-s also suicidai and therefore there is nov a chance o! ot-;igpbi
opinion upon it.

THE REVisioN REcoxwENDmi.
The Medico..Physchlogical Association of Great Britai and lrelaud

hma recommended revision of our metiiods of treating inclpient mentaldise... and the provision of opportunity for study and re.areh. Theeatly symptoms o! disorder long before certificationa i8 posuible, at a timewhen the need for well-considered treatment is ubviously urgXent, as it ISonly then likely to b. successful. On the. other haud facilities for akilled
treatment at tus early stage have beau deplorably few.

For this state o! affaira au ignorant publie i. to blame for stigzmaîiz.izig the. mentally afflicted ini whataoev.r category or degree. as almout elp.ably beyond the plea-an opinion which lias been regtretably stipporte(j
by the. officiai attitude.

A sor AmndngBill te Lunay At would provide for trement in the early or curable stage8 o! mental disOrder without certifioa-tion, hy embodying the reforuis uiost urgently needed. The po<~a


