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the presence of merabers of the profession so much
“smore distingnished in every brsjpxigh of the profes-
wion than mwyeelf, *hough somewhat accustomed to
‘public speaking, I shonld have great hesitation in
attempting to give an annual address, were it not
“that 1 know that the motito of the very honorable
profession to which we belong is everywhere recog-
ized to be ““Deeds, not words.” Hence you will
xot expect from me any lengthened observatiors in
:pelation Yo subjects of which so many of you are
.Enfinitely better qualifed to treat than the gentle-
man upon Whcm you have conferred the great and
‘undesesved honor of making him the first President
wf the Assodztion. But in retiring from the chair

in which you have so0 kindly placed we, I would do.

- gresk injustice to my own feelings if I did not avail
wmyeelf of this opportunity to express to you the
mymMce I attach to thys meeting of the
vy om.  In October last, in Qrebec, the Asso-
- gistion vaa formed by some 166 prominent members
wf the medical profession, representing all parts of
ths Dominjon of Canada. At 2 time when a polit-
-dcal wpion of the Provinces had been accomplished
3t was thought advisable to unite more closely the
- meinhers of the profession iu the Provinces, so that
-they. might become betier acquainted with each
. other, and might consalt respecting the best means
" of elevating the profession and advancing its inte-
regts, and thereby advaucing the interests of the
ople of this great Dominion. The business of
2o first meeting was necessarily of a preliminary
-gpezacter. To committees of able and intelligent
“yasmbers of the profession was entrusted the duty
wof sabmitling, at this most important meeting of

‘gha Amsociation, the results of their deliberations, |

Zn ovder that the great body of the Association
- yoight deliberate upon the important mastters pre-
“wented to them, and take such measures as they
believe conducive to the advancement of the great
@bject they have in view. I say I would do great
.‘:ﬁ‘ustwe io my own feeliniif I did not avail my-
welfof an occa:lon like this to express the deep
_ipporiance which, in my judgment, attaches to this
‘mpeting-—an importance to which my feeble lan-
guege canmot do adequate justice. I regard itas
smportant, becanse I hold it to be a meeting of
shsmbers of a profession the most noble, the most
~ufselfsh, and the most influential of secular
m:m or calling. {(Cheers.) The most noble
= bee our lives are devoted to the god-like work
"gf relieving human suffering, and of contributing
%o 8hat which is felt to be the most important ob-
-joct—zot only the relief of human suffering, but
the %rmrvatmn of human lifs, whenever it is
“pousible that human means may aid in its preserva-
tion. . The most unselfish, because it is the ouly
: Jeofeasion which, I believe, uniformly give its un-
“tirfhg services, without fee or reward, wherever
wiffering humanity domands attention and consider-
“gtion 2t our hﬁds. {Cheers.) The xgxost influ-
“entinl, becsuse, knowing, as it does, no distinetion
'l aroed, no distinction of nationality, no distinction
‘ol 'eless, no Qistinction of ‘party, the members of
:our profeasion form the connecting link between
“oil"ereods, all nationalities, all parties, and all
roquiring as they do, a liberal education ;
X as they do, in order to the successful
i Gl "of the 'fl:dduties of their prlt:fea:lio?;o no
- oydinary amount of talent; passing as they do from
“gae’clus to another, from members of one political

party to another, they have an opportunity of
exercising a moral and political inflaence which 1:
believe is fully admitied to te certainly second to
that of no other profession. (Applause.) It isnot
strange that, engaged as they are in the relief of
suffering humanity, connected asthey are with that’
which bears most deeply and most seriously upon

“the human mind of anything that can bear upon it,

that they should acquire the influence they do.
Who can witness the anxiety with which the parent,
husband, brother, sister or friend turns tothe med--
ical adviser without knowing and appreciating the
immense influence that he must necessarily and
naturally acquire! He is looked for mot cnly to
relieve the bedy, but alse to relieve that deep,
mental anxiety, which perhaps is grester than any
other feeling that the hwman mind can experience.
It is this which gives the medical profession an
ascendancy and an influence which devolves upon
them 2 responsibility more deep and maore import-
ant than it is possible for me to express in any lan-
guage T can offer. It is mecessary not only that
members of this profession shonld be learned, in
order to discharge the iinportant dutics of a profes-
sion which requires the deepest and most accuraie
knowledge, but they shonid also be good and patri-
otic—inspired by a lofty patriotism that will prompt
them to avail themselves of the great opportunity’
that Providence has thrownin their way of advanc-
ing the best interests of their country, and to do all
they can to elevate intellectually and morally the
communities in which they are placed. (Cheers).
The members of the medical profession are often-
times without those advantages which are enjoyed
by mewmbers of the other professions. Thuse of the

i camp, the senate, the bar, and the pulpit, may have

to encounter difficulties, but they have the sympa-
thy of numbers to sustain them. Their ministra-
tions, their official duties are performed in the
presence of large numbers of people. They have
an excitement calculated and qualified to sustain
them in the discharge of the duties to which they
are called. Without these stimulants, the members
of the medical profession have to encounter fatigue
and danger, and oftentimes what is worse to bear,
ingratitude for the most earnest and most successful
labours it is pessible to perform. (Checrs). The
soldier, it is true, goes outto battle and exposes his
life, but the exciteruent of the struggle, the hand to
hand contest, sustains him, and well he knows that
if successful the Victorin Cross will decorate his
breast. The medical man exposes himself to dan-
gers equally great, to pesiilence more deudly than
the most murderous fire to which the soldier can be
exposed, and unsustained by the excitement which
attends the soldier, he sateadily, manfully, nobly
discharges his dvties in the most effective manner
to his fellow man, knowing that no distinction
awaits his success, knowing too, as X have said
before, that perhaps he may be very poarly com-
pensated or his services very poorly appreciated.
(Loud Cheers). But, though we have not the ad-,
vantage of those who engage in commerce, whe
though they may have to urﬁergo teil and anxiety,.
yet reap the rich reward of wcalth, yet we havs the
Eroud consciousness to sustain us of discharging the

ighest and holiest duties that man can ever be
called to discharge,—that of premoting the happis
ness and comfort of his fellow man. (Cheers).

One of the most important subjects {hat will



