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the whole course of the disease is made to bend. Of necessity erroneous hy-
potheses are admitted in order to reconeile the evident discrepancy between the
progress of the case and the supposed nature of the malady. Faith in treatment
is shaken, because a false opinion once formed, remedies cannot be employed in
a-manner conducive to the recovery of the patient. In the end, the student
becomes a fanciful speculator in place of a sober physician. He finds the aim-
less impotence of quackery as successful as his own misguided efforts, and follows
the fashion of the day in homoopathy, hydropathy, the abuse of the speculum,
&c., to say nothing of the errors into whieh some have fallen in the introduction
of specific modes of treatment, when their position and their knowledge had
given promise of better things.

After these .introductory observations, we have only to remark that cach pos-
sible symptom of a disease is treated of in detail, and its truc diagnostic value
assigned to it, in thirty-five chapters, in which the whole subject is exhausted.

Writing in the most emphatic sense, we know of no more valuable work which
the senior student of medicine, or the junior practitioner of it, could read; and
indecd there are none in the senior rank of the profession to whom its careful
study would not bc productive of great advantage. If we mistake not, it is the
only work of the kind in the English language with which we are acquainfed;
and while we thank the author for his truly valuable production, we cannot too
strongly recommend its careful study to the parties whom we have indicated, as
a treatise on the phenomena which are daily occurring to the physician, and
which are continually calling into exercise his highest mental capabilities.

We need hardly say that the volume is produced in Blanchard & Lea's usual
style.

ART. XLVI.-A Year Book of .Medicine, Surgery, and their Allied Sciences,
for 1861. Edited by Dits. HARLEY, JONES, NEWITT, MR. HULKE, and
DIt. SANDERSON, for the New Sydenham Society. London, 1862, 8vo.,
pp. 553.

The New Sydenham Society is unquestionably deserving of, even if it has not
already fully obtained, the best wishes of the profession, for the judiciousness
displayed in its published works of valued authors, quite a number of which are
in our libraries, which we could scarcely have seen except for its energy.

The " Year Book " is the original production published under the auspices of
the Society, and bears most thoroughly out the object contemplated by the Soci-
ety in its composition, viz., te furnish te the English physician, what had been
effected years before on the European continent, especially among the Germans,
a concentration, as it were, of the medical literature of the year.

The present volume is a decided advance upon its predecessors, from the fact
of its being not only more correct, as far as we have been enabled te judge, but
also from the fact of the increase of its contents. It is in reality a full epitome
of every paper possessing the least intrinsic excellence, whether culled friom Euro:
pean or American observation, and therefore must prove te the lecturer or the
physician who seeks further information on. a particular point, a most invaluable
guide, te the sources of the information which he is seeking.

We cannot in too strong terms recommend a subscription te this Society on
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