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tpan the teaching of experb noe, on the <urreon’s Pt Aeelds oty
which, wnder “Le oud nary sanitiny conditions prevaiing in eivil hospital-,
woul D speedily tevive, do tou troquently on the tie'd take an unlealihy
and miloohed for actiony exeited by canses over wh e prevention u.o
can exeteise o control, and ndeeed an no small degiee by a sudiden
chamze from a mode of THe of comtort and alinost ¢lo. hwork rewal ety
to vt wWhose eyery feat e s the diveet contrary, ’
T sewrcely possibile for a minsher ball to fractnre a bone, without at
the stine e edensively ~}>]intm'ing that patt of the =haft throwsh
whicfit hag passed, Javing some of the sphintera entirely detaeled,
whilt athers are in prri adierent. Insueh cases it is our uraent duty,
as 20 Lo~ coreomstweees will a'llow after the receipt of the irjury, {n
rem A e by incision those picces which must ultimately come awav : and
vet huw fiequently is this all necessary operation deferied, or altogether
neg'veted 3 the part being merely plie d ina svitable positien, covered
wih dressing, =0 far os the removal of the bone is coneerned 3 and Joft
to nature s and what 1s the result?  Month< and vears roll aw ay,
ahee ssen precede | Iy ong ~ivsesy point at ditferent parts of the injuied
fmb, “requenthy @f a diso wmee from the m‘igm doseat of the aceident,
sprealz atter s denla of bone continne to present themselves, the mus-les
in wiich these pieces of bone by their sharp and jagued edpes take
bold. or are otherwise connected, become inflamed, hardened by
the deposition of lvmph, and finally coutiacted, whilst nature making
altempt - arfter  attempt at reparation, throws out callus  inordinate
in quantity, and in places where such s not requited, so thut
frequently it happens, that a limb which might have been preservel, by
the early opportie removal of the detached portions of bone, to Lecome
& tseful member, rtenpuns at last only aw cncuinbrunee; a lewacy of
suflering, finally to be removed by the knife.  The foregoing picture is
1o I winary one; T have had o number of such ecases under my care,
Tumany of these, months after the receipt of their injurics, no attempts
at repanation had been set up, the broken ends of the boues were re-
united, and through the sinuses could be felt the necrosed picees of bone,
whiose extraction, from the state of the action going on in the part, were
frequantly productive of severe hamorthuge, and from their heing cur-
rounded by eallus or thicken o d muscie, was a matter of no small difliculty,
Now, why shonll this besol Why is the surgoon, ever ready when neces-
sy, to amputate a lind. so disinelined to cut domn on the tractured ends
of a bune for the removal of spliniers, or when in some cases, an incision
might expuse such a state of matters, as might digpose him te remove
the broken ends altogether by suwing them off. and bring two surfaces
ikely soun to uuite  without after bad consequences™ in contact ? a



