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the direction of the anterior sup. spinous process.
le various structures were divided on the grooved

director until the fatty capsule was reached, and
divided after all bleedinîg had been stopped.
During the previous steps of the operation the
kidney lad been held in place by pressure fron a

pad in the hand of an assistant, and could now be
seen moving up and down with each respiration,
anîd fortunatel was not enclosed in a meso-
nephron. 'lie kidne% was now secured b% a
tenaculuni forceps, the fibrous capsule divided,
.ind a flap an inch and a half long, and half an
in( h in width, reflected on each side. Each flap
of librous capsule nas then secured b tlhree
nterrupted silk sutures to the currespunding por-

tion of the transversalis fascia. 'The wound nas
tien dried, a drainage tube carried to its bottom,
.dnd closed b) interrupted silk-norm gut sutures,
the. two centre ones inluding a considerable poi-
lion of cortical kidney tissue. Dry antiseptic
dressmgs, and a rotllr bandage conpleted the
toilet, and patient was put to bed. There nas

pnil>aratiely little shock, urine iwas passed nor-
mîally within a fen% liuurs, .and durng the con'ales-
* nee which ia unelentful and uninterrupted.
.hnd no abnormal consttuents. 'l'le tempera-
ture never rose above roo. l'lie drainage tube
uas reml.ed on the third day. nothing coming
through it. l'le sutures were removed on the
ihth day, and union by first ntention had ob-

1.mned throughout. At time of writing, eiglit
months after the operation, the patient is greatly
improved in general health. filling a position as
housemaid, and the kidney reniains in si//.

DISEASES OF THE STOMACH-.

At the recent meeting of the Canadian Medical
Association Dr. A. McPhedran. of Toronto, de-
livered the " .\dldress on Medicine." taking for his
subject " Diseases of the Stoima h : the most recen
Iethods devised for their diagnosi, aind treat-
nent."

The paper appeared in full in the Canadian
Pr;r//oneir. and we thought a resuime of some of
its chief points would be interesting to our readers,
for, until quite recently, the literature upon this
subject lias been somewhat limited:

Beginning ai the mouth, the process of diges-

lion is carried on during the passage of the food
through the stomacli and the greater portion of
the intestinal tract. Defect in any part of the
couise nay disturb the process in the whole, there-
by furnishing products to the circulation, which
nay evolve a train of symptoms nost distressing
and complicated.

Fornierly, the major part of the function of
digestion -nas assignied to the stonach, and it was
considcerd that littie could go wrong so long as
i/s work vas effecti'e 1 ) done. While the latter is
to a great extent true, ) et later investigations have
shown that nature, in view of the inportance of
the proper digestion of the food, lias been verv
liberal in lier provision for effecting this purpose.
A double provision is made for the proper solution
of each of the three great classes of food, viz., the
farinaccous food by the saliva and the pancreatic
juices ; the albuminous by the gastric and pan-
creatic juices; and hie fats by the pancreatic juice
and the bile. In view of these facts, and for the
further reason that after the reioval of the stoiach
somlîe of tIe lower animahý continue to have a
confortable existence, soie have coie to regard
the pancreas as the nost important organ of diges-
tion, and to vien the stoiach as little more than a
receptacle and -- arming pan " for the food. This
is the swing of the pendului to the opposite ex-
treimle. Ve have abundance of clinical evidencé
lu pro-te thiat the importance of the stoniach can-
not be overestinated: that an active performance
of its functiun is esseintial to perfect digestion and
our well-bcing.

'le stomîîach imlay be said to ha-,e a threefold
function to fulfil:

(i) To receive the food and lead partly to the
conversion of the aiîylaceouts na.d albumîinous por-
tions into absorbable bodies; the amylaccous
change being effected by tIe saliva, and tIe
albuiinous by the gastric juice-the process being
compileted in the intestine.

(a) By its acidity to protect the food from fer-
imientation and decomposition.

(3) To discharge ils contents, partly by absorp-
tiun into the blood, but mostly througli the pylorus
into the dsodenumîî after its own share of the
digestion has been compleced the discharge
occurring graduall>, so as not to overload the duo-
denluml.
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