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tory -, tlîat iii his fends witih Uîe B-a1rons lie always î-eeeived the
SupportL or the Iowver classes, alfd %we can, foutu Soine idea or the
immense powver of tie earlyAgl-onîn in.

So long zis this systeni of despotisrn was tipheki by the kiiigs
of lîigh, intellectual capacity, as indeed :eali the predeoessors
of John anid as lonlg as Wleil, power ivas exercîsed mnoder:îtely, the
people borc their lot w'ith resigliation if not withi indifference.
But îîow ive corne to a tinie whlen, tlîe patience of the nation coul
no longer br-ook the regal violence and rapacity ; %vien Uicth badgie,
of suff rance ceased to be borne ini silence; wlîen their consecrated
but forsworn KICîng by his indiscriinte persecutoîi of ail clasSeýý
higyh and low arrayed agaiust huîn a n1:1ion resolute, steudtast,
deternîined to resist.

Circîîmst:tnces conspi red to rell(ler a perrmnent union :llnong
the people miore certain. Johnî by bis offenses nagainst the Frenchi
Kiiig. bis ov'er-lord, lîad lost Nor-m:ndy. I-Iencefo-th. tîte
Barons no longer held Nor-mandy as their proper homle. lIence-
forth the naine of Engl,,ishmanii, wli:t oncie haid been to thein a
de:îdly iiîsult, becamie . nîational and glorious naine. '['biey felt,
tlîat they held ai comnmon initeresit irith. the Saxon iii asserting their
riglits aiid those of their couintvy.

'WXe shall not alneto a-iy of (lie inultitudinous aets of in-
justice of wVhiclh King. John was gruilty. Enuhto O-ive a gener:îl
idea. S:îys Dr. Higu,-'1e stands before us polluted with
meanness, criielty. perjury and murder; unit ing with an ambition
whieh rushed tlîrougli every crime to thc atta iinmient of its object,

pusillanimity wvhich often, at tlîe sole appearance of opposition
sank into despondfency. Arrogant in pirosperity, abject iii adver-
sity, he ncither conciliated affection lu tie one mior esteeni in the
other. H-is dissimulation mias so, well known that it se!Ilom de-
ceived ; bis suspicion served but to rnu1t 1ply his enemies, and the
knowledge of bis vimîdictive tempur eontribiuted to keep open the
bieach betwixt imi and those who had incurred bis displeasure."

'[bus, as Hallani has welI said, Il'aIl the rapacions acttionis
usual to the Normani Ringys were not only redoubled but mingled
withi outrages still more intolerable "- and this at the han ds of
a mani utterly couîtemptible for bis folly anîd comirdlice. These
very qualities lîowever contributeud largely to the g-reat results
w'hich folIoe wcd, for had he been less vicion s the Barons wvould
probably never have united with the freerneîîins the coînmon


