
A VISIT TO JOPPA.

care for you," "Be quiet," " Begone!"
(a word which may be accompanied
by a significant motion w'ith one's
stick), etc. And nowv we are making
for the shore, the boatmen pulling with
a will. They are grandly made fellows
for the niost part ; and the chant which
accoipanies the beat of their oars is
veiy striking. As they reach the vall
of rock, " one of the dirtiest bits of reef
in the world," their efforts and their
screams are redoubled. They know
they have only a very narrow passage
to bring their boat through, and that if
they do not make a good shot before
the narrovness prevents their rowing,
that then-well, they hardly know what
then. But travellers nay have the
greatest confidence in their skill. And
now we have passed the bar and are
in smooth water.

If it were not for the babel which
proceeds from the noisy crowd on the
landing place, a tumult which almost
forbids quiet thought, the first step on
the Holy Land would be a most solemn
event. As it is, we try to shut out the
disturbing element, and we raise our
hats as we realise that now w'e are
really in His country, the piece of the
earth which He chose to associate with
the greater part of His Sacred Book,
and especially to associate with His
own wonderful earthly life. We are on
the shore. This is Yàfa, as it is called
now, or jaffa, or, in Bible language,
Joppa. Joppa! What a crowd of
Scripture niemories! It was to this
port that the floats bearing King Hiram's
present of cedar and pine wood fron
Mount Lebanon for the Temple came.
And when the second Temple was
being built under Zerubbabel, similar
materials were brought hither by per-

mission of Cyrus. It was here that
Jonah, having found aship on the point
of sailing for Tarshish, paid his fare and
vent on board, foolishly fleeing, as lie

tried to persuade himself, froni the
presence of his omniscient Maker. It

vas here that St. Peter saw his "vision
of tolerance." It vas here that Dorcas
exercised her unostentatious charity
which has connected lier niame with
many a scheme for lessening the priva-
tions of the poor.

"Jaffa" is said to be derived froni
"tafo" ("beauty"). The person who
gave it the name must certainly have
done so from the outside of the place,
not the inside, or certainly lie would
have awarded another designation-
unless, of course, matters have greatly
changed. The view fron the ship as
the coast is approached is certainly one
of great beauty. The houses, rising in
terraces, and vith a pleasant variety of
form, present an attractive appearance.
"Oldest of cities, linkcd with sacred truth
And classic fable from thy carliest davn,
By nanc, The Bcattful! "

The classic fable is, of course, the
story of Perseus and Andromeda. For
a long time the place vas shown on the
rocks of the harbour whereAndromeda

vas bound before she was released by
Perseus. Sir John Maundeville, the
traveller of the fourteenth century, gives
another explanation of the naie:
" The town is called Jaffa because one
of the sons of Noah, named Japhet,
founded it, and-now it is called Joppa;
and you shall understand that it is une
of the oldest towns of the world, fur
it was founded before Noah's flood."
The authority for this last statement is
Pliny.

(To bc conunùzucd.)
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