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Saced Vrit, and ii partieulur by the narrative whielt record2 the
shuigîtor ol' theic frîy-two youtlts, who iltocked Eliti, by two site.-
hears, (2 Kiîtgs ii. 2.. And the Polar beur is a truly savage antd
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the North Aittericati pîrairies, for citîter, 8ize, strentgtlî or férocity. The
nauines ci' Ursius/croz antd . horribilis, which hâve been given to it,
re.eclto the prevailiîîg iiden4 of iL4 terrible chî.r-.cter. Even theo savngel
bisont vilst antd îiighty us lie is, fitlhi a prey to the grizzly heur, whteh
cait drag the earcais, though a tltoîsaîtd pounds ini wciýlt to its
hautît. îLeis and Clairke ineoîsured ont, wivch wvns aline feeo'iti 1oîîgth.

The hutnters aînd trîtppers of the Rocky Moluittinîs deliglit to tel,
over thteir camp fit-es, stories of personttl eîîeoîtter8 witii titis forîtîid.
abhle suv:îgo. Matiy of' tîtes stirriîîg inients have found their way
itito pr'intt, anid cite Sf thîni 1 shall tore condense.

A Caîtudint ntuîted Villudrie, pursuiîtg bis occutpation of a free
trapper on thte Yellow-stoîte River , hall aeuired by blis skill und
daring te roputation of the best witeti ater in the rogion. Qule
nlornmug, %%lien ie owas ridtng ont 10 bave a look nt lis beaver
traps, lie ltnd to breuk his wvay tlîrougli some tlîick bushes tiut grow
ori a higli batill above a small river. He 'vos gouig along, pîtsiing
baek the twigs %vitl tihe iarrel of lus rille, und keeping ail oye on the
batik, wlieîi ail uit once hoe fonnîd Itîtisoî f close 10 ait ohi site grizzlybeur, wlticlt. rose instatîtly atnd daslted furiousiy nt te htorse, as hoe
-was stru-gln I ii itte siîrubs anîd bîîslîs. Otte blov of' lier colossalfaw 'Was eîit'gli 10 break his back, anîd to throw Villatîdrie dowt the

attk, lus riliv. fitilittg imîto the water. Thrce ltalf.evrowîi cubs uîow
oecupied titeinselves with the poor strttgglitîg hîorse, 'wlile the raging
niotitor ruslîcd towards te trappery miio wvas just getting ip; but
hoforo lie hlt(l weli drawtt itis long knifé, the bear's claws were on itis
left, arin and sîtoulder. His riglit, arta hoe could still unove freely, and
ho iulicteid stilb lifter stali in te îîeck of bis fie rc oiotny, wltich did
flot on tîtat accotimît relax bier gripo, but tried to catch te ktif. with
lier teelli. At every moveruett fie muode, she seued te ding deepor
into Itis sîtoulder and loins.

Thte struggle hald not lasted a minute, whien the sandy batik suddenly

igave way, attd dowi te combatats ivent into tue wvuter. Fortuntlly
for Vilhtîndrie, thto sîuddetî cold hath nînde lthe heur loose lier hold :
sho roturned to lier cubs, und loft lier mntgled anagoîtist to get away
as well as hoe could. The îîext day ho reacliod a Sioutx village, ver),
inueît exltausted frot ioss of blooci; but he «ot lis %voultds tolerahly
Iteaicd, anîd still maîntaitîed bis characler of &i~ bost white traîlper ou
the Yeliow-stotie.

Itocenil travllers in Africa itave mnadle us sotttewhat familiar witli
t.he mighty and ferociotis brutes of tîtat arid continiet, thte vcry
mfotroi)olis of bestial poivor. Not oîîly have thte nîissionary, the
colonies, and te soldier ettcoutttered tbe iordly atiîtals in tîtoir'pro.
grcss int the wilderîtess, but hîttters, either for sport or profit
bave gotte in searcli of titoî, bearded the lion hy ]lis midniglit fouit.
tain, alld krovoked tue elepiant to sitngle combat ini bis forest fast.
nesses. ri'earftti advetîturcs have itetîco etisued, the records of whicli
bave thîriiled us divellers ut home by our winter ftresides. One or
two of theso I unay select for illustration of the terrible in nalural
history.

Nothimig is more appailitîg in lte ivay of animai voices titam tle
sermant, or Il trunipetittg, as il is cailed, of an enragea elephant.
Vite lîutîîing of this animal ini Southi Africa is awful work. To stand
ini front of a crvature tivclvo feet, higît, ittfuriated 10 the utinost, 10
leur bis sltriok oî rage, t0 soc bâii conte crasiig on willi an inipotus
tîtat throtvs the vo yoIreos out of tle ground, nîeéds ail the tterve ad
ail te courage th.at tuit an abritîg t thc confliet. Livingstone says
Iliat the terrible Il truîîpet"1 is more like what the sltrick of a French
steam-wltistle woîîid bco b a muan standing on a railway, than uny
otiter carthly sounld. So confoltîding is it, that a horse unîîsed t0
thecdhaso wili somietimes stand sitivering, anîd tînubie 0 unove, ln.
stead of gulloping frot the perdl. Gordon Oumniing lias depicied a
stirriug scelle, in vhticit, liavi disîotnted t0 fire at an elepitant, hoe
-vas imtuîediuteiy chtarged hylanotîter; his huorse, lerrified by hoiîîg
tIns placed hotwceen two enragcd mottsters, refuscd to ho mouitedý
aîîd il wvas only wlien lie expeetod te fcot a truilk cisping bis body,
tlîat, lie maliuged to spring halo te saddle.

Even witen mounted, thte legs of the stced wiii sometitues fait from,
terror, and lite fails witi itis rider; or, froin lte citaracter of the
forest, te latter may ho draoeged frot ]lis seat dtîrit" lte flit, nnd
thus h ot t iielpless hefore te filrions heast, e.Xposcý to lie inpai'edby
the ]ongv îusks, or crusied ito a tmmmy by lthe enormons feet.

Au Aventure of titis sort ivititaau clepliaxt befel one wlto bas liad
more tîarrow escapes titan ny matn living, but wltose modesty lias
always prevented huai from ptihlishiîtg anlything about, iimself. On
the h:înks of thte Zoupa in 1850, Mr-Osweli pursued one re these
,aiials int the dense, thioly thorny bushes met vith on the .iargin

of lit river, aîid 10 îî'iie lte elepiamt îsually flies for safely. He
t'ollowed throu4çl a narrowv paîiay, by lifting up somo of lthe branches
anîd forcinîg ltts way tlîroutgit tto rcst; but wlten ho ltad just got
over tii diffienl ty, lie am, tl clepliant NVhIOSe tat lie had gut
g mnpses of hefore, itowv rtshltig towuards M'itn. Thiora wvs thli t
fteI 10 lift atp bratnches, so lite tried to force lthe hiorse Ibrotigl tîtein.
lie could tnt effect a panssage- axîd, ais titere was but an instant
hetweî lte atteîîtpt aîîd failtire, te litmtiter tricd to disiiount; hut, in
doiiig Ibis cite foot ivas cug't by a brancît, anîd the spuir drawn along
lthe uliita flhnk i tis mnadei iii s pritigr awuy utnd tlirov lthe rider
oi lte qroutid, îvith lus face t0 thle elephatit, Nylich bing in full-
eltase, atthl %vont oit. Mr Oswelt saw lthe hue fore-foot about to
descend on )tis legs, jiurtdl ltenta, and drew it its brealli as if to resist
the pîressutre of thte otîter foot, wltieli ie expected would next descend
omi Itis boty Me sav te witolo leîtth, of the under part of the
ottoritous rute îiass over bilaî; thte 'jiorse got aivay safeiy. Dr.
Livingstoneo, whto records the antecdote, lias hourd but of one othier
authoîttic inîstance ini wlîich ail eelulit vient nver a matil isitbout
iîijntry; and, for any cte wlto kuows lthe nature of the bush in witieii
tuis occurrcd, lthe very titouglît of an eîîcoutîter iii il with sudb a foe
is appallimîg. As the thîoras are placed ini pairs on opp1 osite sides of
lthe brantehes, anîd titese turît rotîd oit hein.- pressed ligninse, orte pair
briîîgs the allier exaetly into lthe position iii witicl il must pierce lbo
itruder. Tltey et !ike knives. Horses dreud Ibis bush extremely;
indee, iost or then refuse 10 face ils thoras.

Occasionaily, liowever, thte ceiitliuîtiter fails a victim 10 bis
dariîtg. A youîîg and successful ivory-bunter, utamed Thackwray,
after nittnhcriess liair.breudtlà escapes, lit iettgth lost ]tis life ini the
pursuit. Ou ite occasion, a berd pursued ini f0 lte edgý,e of a friguît-

tht prcpic1oltre htis omîly chantce of safety cousisled in dropping
down ,"ta- acdgeVè of rock uit soute distance below. Scarceiy Nvas hoe
down bofore cite of te elo'plauls wvus seeti above, endeavouîring tc
t-oachIiiua witiî ils trutîik. The hunter coulai easily bave shot the
brute wviile tîtus eng-agLd, bîtt ivas deterred by the feur of tle lu'ge
carcass fuhliiîg dowtii ot htint, wiviie wouid bave been certain destruie-
tion. He eseaped Ibis dantger, but sona uferwvards, alnîost nt tle
very saine spot, hue met the fatal retnconitre. Wilh cte attendant

Hottntot Initckwray hua engaged a btord of elepluitts, eue of which
lue iud woundedI. The Hottentot, seigý il full, supposeti il-tt il tras
deuil, atnd approacued il, wben lthe aiimal r-ose anîd charged furiously.
Thte lad tlirew itttsoîf tupon the grouttd, antd lthe itîfurialed beast
psseil2 withuout noticiig ii, learimtg up tle trocs anîd scaîtering them
un ils biind rage : but, ruîsiiiitg mb a tieket wiere Thtaekwray ivas
reloadiîîg itis rifle, it cauglit sigît, of htitti, and in an instant hurled him
10 lte carlt, lhrusting oite of its tusks through lis titigî. Il thon
caugît thte Nvretclied mani ini its trutnk, and elovating b~ill ia the air,
dasied iitim iith greal, force upot te grotind, knoelin- and tramphing
upon Iii n, antd as t ivet-e kuecading ]lis crusied and 1 uîtened corpse
ib itte dust, witlt ai imîplacable fury. The romahuts, whon diseovered,
prescnted a most ap palinîg spectacle. More reeîily, uother ivory-
huzînter, îîumed Wabiherg, niet a fate alunost prciseiy paralîci.

Little luforior 10 lte elophaut, la strongth, thougli by no meus
approadhiug il in sagacity, the difforett species of Afrieun -rioceros
matiifest ait irascibiliiy agaitst tian whicit iails not for provocation;
or rather lthe sight of a mtan is ifseif a suflicieut provocatuon to excite
a paroxysun of restless fury. Steedmnan mentiotîs a Hottentot who
itud acquired a reputatton as a bold cephanl-lunter, wbo ou one
occasion iad huis hiorse kiiled under him hy a rhiuoccros. ]3cfore lie
coula t-aise lis gun, the enormous hcast rusbed upon but, thrust ils
slarp-pointed liorait lte horse's chest, ant hrow bina bolclly, ridler
anîd aIl over ils hack. TIc savagoe animal thout, as if satisfied, went
off; wiltout, followimîg up ils vîctory, and. before lthe Hlottentot could
t-cuver hintsclfsiflicienty fur ait avengitig suai.

Mr Os%çeil met with a sîmiiar retîcon0tre.' He wws once stlhking two
of these beasts, aud, as tîey came slowiy to lit, lie, knowingr tlat
there is but littho chance of hitting thc smnll brain of Ibis animal hy
a shot ha te Iead, lay, expect.ttg one of fltera to gtve hus sitoulder,
tili hie -was within a fow% yards. TIc hunter tIeu tlought tbat by
tiaking a rush 10 bis side he migît succeed ia escaping; bat tle rhi-
tioceres, ton quick for that, turacti upen lit, and titougli le dis-
ohuarged bis -'un close t the animal's liead, lie was tossed in the air.
"My friend,? adds Dr. Lii ingstone, who gives the accouait, Ilwag

insentshble for soute tinte, und a- recovcring found large wounds on tle
thi"lî andi body. I saw% that, on tic former part, still open, anai five

«intes long." TIc -white species, though less savage tlan tle black,
is net always quhle safe, for one, oven lifter il was mortaliy wounded,
attacked L4r. ()swcl l's lo-se, and tht-ast tIe bori tîrough ho tle Sadate,
tossing ut the sanie binie both lot-se and rider.

Thc huffalo of tle saine re"ions is another animal of. remarkabic
suvageness of disposition, maf-ing an encouniter with lim a formidable
affair TIc eminent Swedish botanist, Tlunborg, -was collecting


