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or alive '? - and, aceor-diug- to the agreemnent, lie pilfers
Cihaucer or 'leittison, as the case iiiay b'-. 1-e always

S iii liusnfan1e fra Good muen liave douie jobs of this
eserip)iio)n, butL have doue them nitioiionosly ; but not

so the lîterary packitiari. île is eager for notoriety, and
thiiiks le eau get il;Iîy opeingi a show, and sticking his
naine ou the bills. Ilie lai tus the nienit of being a host
where 1ie isi in fart, ouly tie footmn or the valet who
announeces that (limier is on Lhe table, or that Mr.
Shakspeare or Mr'. Car'lyle is about to enter the room.

This kinil of upholstering business is flot confmned to
books. 0f late we have bail the saine operation performed
uapon novels in fltting thein for Lie stage. The amount of
lionlest litCrary wNork Iin these 1reparatioiis, which of rightj
beloîîgs t [lite adater,ît, as Bob Sawyer reporteil of
bis eniolutîmetts frni-cii is tîr-ole-ssionial pratice, be put under
a <rsbrvif aud rovere(l with a wine-glass. The
adate(r siîlty c(lits and l aclçs at the roinance uintil iL is of
the proper prop'ortion., le 1111 t'le gorgeonis coffin made for
iti ai.luis reques!t. bv Ille stagre rarpenter andl the mana-
mieut. lie is pîtloss îIn bis ituiprovenieuts for the delerta-
tion of Wr Ph1>iîhstitues Nwbose humble creature lie is. He
takes 1no trotibte 1b)iwelI ipon Ib e artistic centre and
motive of the stoi-v wlirh lie mnutilates, but he is careful
to preserve the itie of the ufortuiaýtei narrative coivertcd
by iii hiuîiî to a e ris of sper tacu lar seenes, witli real punup-
waîter ttinblitgiii inte backgroutid, and a genuine old
cab-boe1-seneig as a rhar'ger to the applause of a pit.

'lre ltuinti tu At irst sight iL mîgiht appear to
be imposible for a novelist to be a litemary packman
or parkIivonuamii. But publishers and critk's know better.
There are authors by te dozen, andl authoresses, who
eau sit (lowiuanîd ronstî'uct a story entirely from recol-
leetiotis or onit of actual plagiarisins. \Ve had instances
of dleteetion and nmutual recrimination not s0 long simîce.
Criti-s, whose earil business it is to pronounce on
te decrepid fietionis hryIt le hei for judgnîeut, alone

have anv idlea of t1he extent to wiehcl downirighIt disbionesty
in this eel is dlv [ractise(l. And then, a ts he reader,

" Vhy dont yoti expose Ilice criinial, na(il 1up)the Vermimi
te the ba-rît (1)01, as a caution to otîters ? " i3ecause there
is nothiing so di firuit te) prove absolutely as a charge of
tit, kilidi auJte aiitlîor or authioress is certain te mneet it
hy a vigerolis dottial. TPle siiilarity ý%vas the result of a
coineîîeîîce. 'Plie book froni wlîich the scene is supposed
to 1be lakeei was never î'ead or lieard of bv' the defeudant.
'IVo pensois oflen think the sanie thiîg At the saine ime;
anIff a[[ ritics ar'e prejudiceil fools wbo are paid for'
fiudling out tlaws and faults. Iu short, a critic wlio hints
plagianisat against an author does se at a tremendous
risk Lo) IeiR'e of mind ; au-i, unless lie fully substantiate
his case, bis point lias only the efl'ect of puffing a book
that, even if'ign is certainly duil. And se the pack-
men and novelisîs enain nunmolested. Some do their
work so badtv that no one will hlave it.; but others can
po1ish, bîighteni, anud tisplay their wares iin such a man-
fier that tltey find a steady, if not an extensive, sale
aniongst jîubhslîens for their MISS.

IL may not he quite fair te itielude the ordinary run of
maga,ýzinie contibutors amnongst our literary packmuien.
Theitr padIdiug, as il bas been termed, is general lyunpre-
tentions, auJ dtoe.siine datim obe better than iLis. Thereis
:% desrn'ipt ion of 1wriod ira1 lihap Jack for whom we confess'
wo have a piiiliality, if niot aregard. We kuiow,asw
takie birn with us for aul idle quarter of an hour into a
club lihm'ar'v, that in the course of as many revolving
minutes lie ill lourisbi, and gabble, andl brag, hold up
srrap;s of foî'eign languages, swear, indeed indulge in the
antirs of a l)utlOon with every notion lie can catch, figure
before us ini the end comically hoping that people who do
flot appreciate bis performance will be hung ; andaillwe
eau feel concerning bim is that the dog is di'verting and

infinitely more ainusing thani the lugnbriously anmatory
poet who lias preceded himi, or the ins,,talmenit of the-
lumpish romance which we have been invited to swallow
before we camne to the poet. In fact, we have a toleration
for magazine literary packmen, and we believe that they
are in their right places in the shilling nunibers. It would
be impossible for these speculations to prosper without
them. But when IL comes to bulky volumes, the raison
d'étre of the literary packman ought to be questioned.
There is another species of bookmnonger allijei to the
literary pediar or packman, who mighit be termed the
literary jackal ; but the jackal lias certain distinctive
characteristics which may be worth câlling attention to
in a separate paper.-(London Globe.)

PO0E TRItY.

IN YOSEMITE VALLEY.

BY JOAQUIN MILLER,

Sound! sound! sound!
Oh, colossal walls, as crowned
In one eternal thunder!

Sound! souîd ! souîîd
Oh, ye oceans overlread,
While we xvalk, sul)dued in wonder.
In the ferns and grasses utîder
And beside the swift Morcod

Fret ! fret ! fret
Oh, ye souin(ing bannprs, scit
On the giatît granite castles
In te loid!and in the snow 1
But the foéc lie cornes not yet-
\Vo are loyal, valiant vassals,
.And we kiss the trailing tassels
Of the banners far' below.

Surge ! surge ! surge!
From the white Sierrals verge,
To the very valley blossom.

Surge ! surge !surge!
Yet thp song-hird builds a home,
And the mossy branches cross thieni,
Atýnd thte tasselled tree-tops toss thent.
In the clouds of falling l*uai.

Sweep ! sweep ! sweep !,
Oh, ye heaven-born and deep,
In one dread, unbroken chorus
We rnay wonder or may weep-
We rnay wvait on God before us;
We may shout or lift a hand-
We may bow down and deplore us,
But may neyer nnderstand.

l3eat ! beat ! beat!
\Ve advance, but would retreat
From thiis restless, broken breast
0f the earth in a convulsion.
We would rest, but dare flot rest,
For a spirit of expulsion
From this paradise belowr
Is upon us, and...we go.
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