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acter of the eurth generally is hard, with lage
quantities of boulders. In the sundstone helt
what appears to be rock in situ are immense
houlders, many of them weighing hundreds of
tons each. One of these bouldets that has
been removed was as large as an ordinury
dwelling house,

All alony the line an army of laborers e
ciployed in hustening the prowress of the
work. The pich und shovel brigade namber
some 4,000 wen.  Of these some 1,500 are
Italians, while the renainder of the fotee is
made up of Canadiaus, Norwegians, Hunga.
ians, Swedes, and, in fuct, almost every kind
of nationality and mixed race. One thousand
ho wes or 80 arc employed, and some 14 or 15
steam drills are used. The laborers receive
21.50 per day for their work, and they are
paid regularly every month. As a general
thing they are a rough act, and it is fortunate
that some of themn are so far away from civil
ization. During the past summer they have
lived in canvas tents and rude board shanties,
but now that cold weather isappioaching they
are providing themselves with more comfort.
able and better guarters. A large nuinber of
then are building log houses, covered either
with boughs or roofs of tuef. ILafe in their
camps is not uunlike that of the lumbcruien,
who are now coming into the woods for their
winter's work, and their *‘ grub " is about the
same, with the cxception of the Itahan coun-
tingent, who huddle in their own dirty huts,
and subsist on their favorite black bread and
macaroni, with soups made of putrid mcat and
pungeut onions. I am told that it does not
cont these swarthy und bngandlike looking
fellows over $ a month for what they eat.
The food of hundreds of others of the inmmense
gang of laborers is equal to that of a first-class
country iun. The men indulge in various
kinds of rough amusementa, and at night the
blaze of the crackling camp tires can be seen at
a yreat distance. One of the principal evils
that exists among the men is that of drunken.
ncas. Nosooner do they get their month's
wages, thau hundreds of them have a regular
jamboree.  Bottle peddiers are numerous in
their camp about the time their pockets are
jingling w *h their earningn. Within the past
two weck. r since the men were last paid off,
these hottle peddlers have infested their camps
and supplied them with all the liquor they
wanted. The contractors are powerless to rid
the campa of their presence, and they are mak-
ing many bitter complaints on account «of the
non-enforcement of the liguor law, because,
when the men get drunk, it delays the pro-
grens of the work,

The sanitary condition of the men in care.
fully looked out for, and prompt medical
treatment is given in cases af sickness.  There
is & fully arranged medical staff along the
whole line, of which Dr. J. A. Sweat, a Maine
man, formerly of Brownville, isdirector. The
services of the physicians are paid for by the
men, who are obliged to contribute 30 conts
onch monthly for such a purpose. There has
been very httle sickness since the men hegan
work last May. Ounly three men have been
killed while at work.

The work is being pushed with energy, and
one year from this fall, it is confidently ex-
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pected, the roud will he completed nnd ready
for the public traflic.

The entive road, 1t 1s manifest, 18 being con-
striucted i a sabstantindhmnnner. AN bridges,
trestles and cattle guards will be covered with
8N tiew, 14 feet in length, with 8 inch space.
The two large vinduets will huve only 4 inch
spaces.  The guard 1uils of the rond will 1w
NG, 12 feet apurt, to wilimit of the passage of
the largest snow ploughs, and @ substantial
protection o dernled tiacks, s matter of
vemarkable  precantion, on the entwe road
there sl not be w siuglo opening by which a
dermled ttuck can be dropped.  This is the
stundard that is wlopted by the
Canadian Pacitie,

being

The Canadian Pacific and Toronto.

Brroke the Rulway Comnittee of the Privy
Conncil on the 25th inst., a lengthy discussion
took place on the dispute hetween the Cana-
diun Pacitic und tirand Trunk railways with
reference to the new entrance into Toronto ly
the former by way of the Esplanade formed by
the Don improyements.

Mr. VanHorue stated the cuse for the (an-
adian Paatic”Railway, producing’a map show.
iy the propused new route und pointing ont
ita advartages. He desired permission to
cross the Grand Trunk track uat Parliament
street, his company having sccured a right of
way twenty-cight feet wide south of the Espla
nade from Yonge strect to Berkley street, then
crossing the Girand Trunk rallway track at
Parhiament strect and passing north of Mill
street to a connection?with the Don improve.
ments,

Mr. Bell, solicitor for the Grand Trunk, and
Mr. Wragge, engincer, opposed the applica-
tion an the grounds that there were other ways
for the Canadian Paaific Railway to get to the
Don without croasing the Graml Truuk tracks.
The Grand Trunk was quite willing that the
Canadian Pacific Railway should come down
the Dan emnbankments, strike the Grand Trunk
double trach and use it into the city, but the
proposed crossing would damage the trathic
of the tirand Trunk and interfere with the
working of the road for all time to come. I
the proporal were pernisted in it wonld lead to
great hitigation, as tae Grand Trank Railway
were determined to resist th proposal by
every means in their power.

Mr VanHomne said the Canadian Pacific
Railway were willing to apend any anount of
money in offering greater facilities to Toroute.
He wan surprised to hear what Mr. Wragge
had said, considering it was Mr. Wragge who
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aut  There was no population i the vicinty
of the Esplanade, and there would he no dan
ger.

Mr. Blackstock, on behalf of cortamn ow ners
of property, asserted that it the C, 1, K. were
wllowed to crows at the spot they desired 1t
would injure the property in that locahity.
They were not averse to the C, P K. making
an entry at another point.

After some further discussion the matter
was tahen en delibere by the committee.

Mayor Howland aud the Toronto Depntation
made sote enquinies at the Public Waorks De
puttinent with reference to the proposed exten
sion of the Windmill hue into the hatbor, but
owing to the illness of the Munster and the
nonaetwn from Butish Columlan of Chicf
Engineer Perely, the matter could nat be dis-
cassed

Short Cuts to Europe.

Mi. Javes Hasxay has an article ander
above caption in the current msue of the
Epoch In this the writer showsto New York
readeryhow greatly they can shorten the ocean
voyage to Liverpool by keeping the land route
#s far us Halifax in winter, and to Chathanm in
sununer, when the ruilway bridge at Frederic-
tn s completed. The tubles are convineing :

New York to Halifax, all rail miles 43

Halifur to Litverpou! MR TH |
3.411
New York to Liverpool EEKE T )

Intference

New Yark to Chatham
Chatham to Laverpoul

330

It will be scen, an Mi. Hannay points out.
that gomy via Halifax the acean vayage of a
New York pussenger to Europe would be
shortened by 632 miles, or 36 hours very fast
steaming. and there would be an actual gain
of 12 hoursan time if special through teains
connccted Halifax ant New York.

The swmmer route from New York via
Chatham and the Gulf would give practically
the same mileage between New York and
Liverpool, with the difference that 53 miles
wonld b on land, and 00 imles more on the
land T ked waters of the Gulf, with less dan-
wev of severe storms.

Mr. Hanuay ‘s article also showa the advan-
tage of the Canadian route to pasacrgers from
Chicago, and  discurses the advantages of
White Haven and Nhippegan as points of de-
parture or arrival on thia side of the Atlantic,

Lowdon Free Pree,

Mi. Jons A Mt x, of Caivo, N, corre-

suggested this very cr g The croming
could be protected by the interlocked switch
system.

Mayor Howland said the Conncil had passed
a resnlution and had drawn up a petition ap-
proving of what was proposed to be done hy
the Canadian I'acific Railway. Iu the first
place they had made arrangements to come
down on their Jon improvements, which the
city had made, and the Faplanade. Having
partially agreed that the Canadian Pacific Rail
way should use the Esplanade, it would be a
very serivus dissd vantage if it were not carried

pandent of the Raslimy Serrviee Gneftr, who
has been a practical watchmaker for many
years, says that never before have watch ve.
pairers been 30 troubled with fine timepicces
** getting off all at once.”™ This is due to the
watches being hrought into such constant con-
tact with electriccurrents  Railroad watches
are the most unrelisble.  Mr. Miller explaing
that the iron brake shoe generates a current
of electricity that is carriod direct to the
watch of the brakeman as he presses his
watch in his vest pocket tight against the
brake-wheel.



