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hundred years ago, Christianity would bave died in its cradle, and would
never have lived to become the motuer of such millions of believers, with
all the thousand benignant institutions that are the pride and glory not of
Christian churches and nations only, but of the race of man! When the
fiest missionaries landed in Dritain they found savages, and Jerome says
cannibals. Every step toward Britain’s present leadership in intelligence
and integrity, philanthropy and benevolence, wastaken in face of hostility.
Took at the transformations of the South Seas, and even of Japan ; follow
the work of McAll in Paris and the French provinces, acknowledged now
even by the government to be invaluable as a police measure ; survey the
whoie field of missionary triumph, and where would there have been one
step of advance had such counsels prevailed as are now offered in respect
to missions !

These assaults on missions strike at the very root of the tree of all
cvangelism, and the alarming feature is that. so far as they influence the
Christian seatiment of the Church, they imply the abandonment of the
funcamental principle of missions, The Word of God makes no doubtful
testimony. It acknowledges that men hold lords many and gods many,
but affirms one only Name whereby men must be saved ; and it sends
diseiples forth to proclaim in unwilling ears the Christ who led the way in
1 mission to a revolted world, and paid the price of Iis intrusivn and
invasion into hostile territory by his own blood. Those who prosecute
missions ave diseiples of one Master, whose sacrifice of Himself they expect
if necd Le to share.  The world is in revolt against God, and the pro-
clamation of the terms of amnesty and reconciliation will not find ready
reception with rebels. But we are to persevere. Love must qualify
boldness, Lut boldness must give energy to love. A miid, meck, amiable
spirit, which has no courage of counviction behind it and no energy of
resistance ; that eannot look hostile courts in the face and say, We ought
t obey (od rather than men, and cannot but speak the things which we
have seen and heard ; nay, that cannot rejoice in being counted worthy
to» suffer shame for His nawe, is not the spirit of apestolic times. When
God has another Paul and Silas that will carry the Guspel into Macedonia,
even if their only reception is the scourging, the inner prison and the
stocks, and vet sing praises to God, there may be other earthquakes that
shall set prisoners free and convert even hard-hearted jailers. Missions
with 70 martyr spirit are not the missions of the Acts of the Apostles.

Saluting our readers with eordial Christian affection, we invoke upon
them all a new ancinting of the missionary spirit. Whst the year
before us will bring forth only He knows whose chariot rides wnid
clouds of mystery. But history is big with great possibilities, when hours
and even moments witness stupendous changes and miracles of transferma-
tion. Let us watch and pray and stand in ounr lot till the end of the
days.



