
196.1THr OVTL.OOK: SOME SIGNS 00 TEE TUMS.

litundred years ago, Christianity would have died ia its cradie, and would
never have lived to becoine the motber of sueh millions of believers, with
ail the thousand benigfnant institutions that are the pride and glory not of
Christian churches and nations only, but of the race of man!1 Wheni the
first missionaries landed in l3ritain they fourid sav'ages, and Jerome surs
eannibals. Evcy step toward «Britain's present, leadership in intelligence
and integrity, 1 hilanthropy and 'benevolence, wvas takcn in face of liostility.
iLo;k ut the transformations of tihe South, Seas, and even of Japan ; follow
the Nvork of 'McA1I in Paris and the French provinces, acknowledged now
feven by t'ho government tii be invaluabie as a police mensure ; survey the
Nviie field of missionary tri-umphi, and where ivould there ]lave been one
steli of advance had sucli counsels prevailed as are nowv offered ini respect
to missions !

These assauits on missions strike at the very root of the tree of ail
<*Vange-li.sm, and the alarriing feature is that, so far us- they influence time
Chiristian sentiment of the Churcli, they imply the abaidonniit of the
fiiiîniemntal jirinciple of inissions. The Word, of God umakes no douibtfi
testimoniv. It acknowledgý,es tLhat mca hold lords mnany and gd ay

blit affirns one only 'Naine whcreby men nmust bc saved - and it sentis
disciple-% forth to proclaini in unwiiiingt cars tic Christ wli<, led the way iii
a iis-ion to, a revoited wvorid, and paid the price of Ilis intrusik>n andi
iiiva4ion into hostile tLrritory bv bis own blood. Those wht, prosecuite
ii!sions are dicoe f one Master, wliose sacrifice of Iiiself they expeet

if nieed lie to share. The Nvrnd is ini revoit against God, arnd thc pro-
tlaatittçn of thme ternis of amnesty and reconciliation ivill not flnd rcady

-w~jîin~ith -rebels. D-ult wc are to, persevere. Love amust qualify
boldness, but b lAdncss must give cnerp- to love. A miid, xneek, amiablOe
spirit, ivhîcli has no courage of conviction behind it and no cnergy of
reCsistance - tliat cannot, look hostile courts in the face andi say, 'W outi!r
ti> odte- Grod ratiier than mien, and cannot but speak thec thingS which we
liave sec-r and lacard ; nav, tiant cnnot rejoice lain m countcd Nvorthv

usuifer shaine for luis naine, is not the spirit of apoqtolie tinie--. 'Wlacan
Cod lbas anotiier P'aul and Silas fiant will carry thc' Gospel inito Maced<ania.
even if ticeir only reception is time scourgiiag. the inner prison and thet
stocks, and yet Sing praises ho Giid, tiacre nay be other eartla.1uakes that
shall set prisoners free and couvert even liaard-htearted jailers. Missions
with -n-l martyr .*.Iirit are not time missions of the Acs of the Aposties.

Saluting our x'cadcrs withi rordial Christian affection, wvc invoke tnpon
iieni al a new ancinting of Uic nmissionary spirit- Whiat the year

IeOre us~ibig forth, enly He kntws 'whose chariot rides aînid
clouds cfmIystery. But laistory ia big 'vith great possilbilities, when hours,
ana even moments; witness stupendous changes and miracles of transformîa-
tion. Let us watch and pi'ay and stand ia ur lu t ll thme end of the
dars.
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