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case of De Jong, a few yea.rs agu iii

Holla'nd, firàt brought the inatter profni-
nently to their attention. De Jong was
suspected of liaving murdered a numL>zr
of women, and the Dutch judicistl authori-
tien proposed to hypnotise hini in order to
-extraet froin him a confession or a dlue to
the inurder. Such a use of hypnotism led to
a great outcry in Eng-land and caused no
littie stir ainong Iawyers here, PrJthough it
was claimed at the tinie that a prominent
detective agency hiad rer,2atedly applied
'the saine xnethods.

Se-eral civil -cases growing out of
hypnotic operaLions have corne to, our
.courts-one for alleged, alienation cf a,
Nvife's affections by means of hypnotie
influence, au-1 a xnumber by parties hypno.
tized against tijeir wvi11. If any crimes
are really coznmritted by persons thus

under the influence of others, our systein
of crimi nal punishînent for -'such, is, of
course, accurdingtly unjust to ail. But.
the facts doubtIess are, as Dr. Charcot,.
has claimed, that 110 cases of crime con-
mitt>ed uîider direct hypnotic influence.
can ho found o otid f the books and
laborat>ories. t8 criminal wvuld not ho.
likely tu commit a crime hy means of an.
irrespousible agent, wvhu might and pro-
bably wvuuld lead him into pit>falls. There
is doubtIess soniething, iii indirect sugges-
tion. If one mnan gazes at a church
steeple ihe crowd wvill follow suit. If
your companion yawn you will. Su like-
wise one crime suggests another. But,
that fact cannot be expeacted wo h1ave.
mucli value as a defense for crime. If,
.it had, every criminal in the country
would g;o f ree. - Chiago Laiv Journal.
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