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times. It was always under Congregat-
ionul control and is now the property of
that body. In this state are two other
very prosperous colleges, ‘Urinity at Hart-
ford belonging to the Episcopaliuns gnd
the Wesloyan University at Middletown.
Vermont has a state collego and a denom-
inational one both controlled by the
Cougregationalists, ~ Dartmouth, in N.
H. began as a stato college r)gd its history
is similar to that of Yale. Klaine never
had & State University but it has two
very founshing colleges, Bowduin (Con-
gregationalist,) and  Colby, (Baptist.)
Thus in the whole of New England, the
most intelligent portion of the U. States,
we cannot find at present ons instance of
a successful State University.

New York has no College supported by
the State though it hasseveml prosperous
instilutions supported either by de-
nominationul effort or by private benefac-
tions.

In the western States persistent efforts
have been made to establish Central
Universities free from denominational
bixs hut the results have been as a rule
most conspicuouns failurea.  Perpetuity
without prosperity hes been conferred
upon somy of these by grauting them
when the States wero constituted largo
tractsof land which having risen in value
now yield o permanent income. By far
themaost successful of these State Creations
is Michigan University but its period of
prosperity has been short compared with
its long history of inaction and obscurity.

TIn the South the University of Virgiv®
is the only examplo of a lengthened pros-
perity and it will in the future have much
difficulty in maintaining its present status.
A recent application to thu Legixlature
for an increased grant was rejected.

From tins brief survey two facts are
plain.  First, as o rule State Colleges
either become Denominational or draw
outasickly existence.  Secondly, Denomi-
inational Colleges growing up and
strengthening with the body that sup-
ports them are uniformly prosperous.

We may, we think, without fear of
contradiction affirm that no Stato College
has ever given satisfactivn to the people
in such a way as to prevent tho establish-
ment of Denominational Colleges, which
coming into successful competition rith
the State Institution have done the work
which it, by virtue of its naie, ought to
perform. A State College thus becomes
a grevious infliction, differing in degree
rather than in kind from that of a State
Religion, since both impose upon che
people the double burden of supporting
what they want and what they do not
want.

The application of this to Nova Scotia
is obvious. The interests of advanced
cducation in this Province will not bo
subserved by an abortive attempt to create

a State University that shall swallow up
the oxisting Colleges; Dbut wuther by a
judicions fostering of tho latter, and a
recognition of the fuct that they arc the
only satisfictory solution of the problem
of o higher education.

HORTON COLLEGIATE ACADEMY.

EXAMINATIONS.

It is 2n unquestionable fact that the
inatitutions of a country shape themselves
in accordance with the condition of -its
inhabitants.  To this rule Colleges and
Academies are no exception.  They must
grow up with the growth, and he dovel-
oped with the development of the people
among whom they exist, and for whose
welfaro they have been founded. It
wonld be as absurd to suppose that such
cducationel institutions as Oxford or
Cambridge could flowrish in a compar-
atively new country lika this, a5 to im-
agino that our own could be successfully
worked in the Province of Manitoba, or
the Saskatchewan Territory. Not that
the literary condition of the masses of our
people is by any means bhelow that of
England ; but because we have neither
wealth to endow, nor to avail ourselves of
the advantages of such Universities.
When it can be shown that our young
men have the means at theiv command to
enable them to spend ten or twelve years
at schools similarto the English Eatun or.
Rugby, or the German Gymnasia, it will
then be time to establisha corresponding.y
high university ; but in the meantime let
us held by what we have,

On Monday the twentieth inst. we had
the opportunity of attending the examin-
ation of a number of classes in an
Academy which, we thiuk, is quite abreast
of the times.  “LThe occasion was the Jast
day of the quarter, and the public wero
invited in to sce, and judge for them-
selves concerning the work performed
during the past term.  Classes were ex-
amined in Virgil, Geometry, Algebra,
English Grammar, and Bryce's fivst Latin
book. ‘The examination, as will be scen,
was but partinl.  Timoe was not taken
from the regular work of the school to go
over ull the classes, it being a custom in
this Academy to hold general examina-
tions of all clusses at the close of tho
second and fourth quarters, at Christmas
and at June, and only partial ones at the
end of the first and third, in October and
in March. It would bo difficult to speak
in terms too laudatory of the classes ex-
amined. Nothing could have been more
satisfoctory than the mauner in which the
questions were answered, passages trans-
Iated or the theorems and problems
demonstrated.

We havo not space to mention each
class that was called up for examination,

but feel that w0 shall bo pardoned by the
other instructors and their pupils if we
refur more particulurly to a cluss of young
ladies, examined by Miss Woodworth in
Euclid. Aftor some general questions
had been put and accurately answered,
the numbers of variou ropositions wers
called out, and cro long the black-board
itself gave evidence ‘o the education of
the fair pupils, by its fantastically ming-
led trianguls, polygenous circles &¢. Owing
to our extreme hashfulness amougst those
with whom we ma unacquninted, and
fearing that tho presence of the editor,,
with his note-book and pencil, might
somewhat discommede the parlies exam.
ined, we took aseat by the door, and
thus were unable to hear all the demon-
strations,  So far as we heard, however,
the propositivns were clearly and logically
proven, and we have since been informed
that no fuilures were made. "W could
not but admire the manner in which
this, and indeed all other examinations
were conducted, clearly evincing that the
method of instruction in this Academy is
of the most approved and thorough kind.
‘Lhose . of our readers who have read
Dickens' nccounts of certain high schools
i IEngland, where they wade it a busi-
ness to cram all they can into the minds.
of their pupils and thus cramp and dwarf
their intellects, and can picture to thoir
minds the reverse of such institutions wilt
huve some idea of Horton Acadumy.

LITERARY,

Tho above mentioned examinations
occupied the forenoon ; the afternoon was
given up to uxercises of a more popular
character.

Quits a large audicnce composed of
meabers of the different institutions and
residents of the neighbourhood, assembled
at two o'clock in the Academy Hall, and
were entertained according to the follow-
ing programme :—

Musie, by Miss Bill.

Essay, “Novel reading the bano of
the age.” Jr. Belyea.

Reading, by Miss Eaton,

Esgay, “TFred. Douglas,” by Mr. Doane.

Reading, by Miss McLeod.

Essay, ¢ Men that the times demand,”
by Mr. I F. Simpson.

Musie, by Miss Minnie Robbira.

Egaay, ¢ Maritime Union,” by Mr.
White.

Reading, by Miss Cann.

Music, by Miss Payzant,

Essay, ¢The influence of circun.tances
on the formation of churacter,” by Mr, W,
Barss. i

Fssay, #“The Unseen,” Miss Magee,

Music, Duet, by Misses Ida Locke and
Minaic Rubbins.

The entertainment was in many respects
a success. Tho music for the most part
was excellent. The essays, considering




