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is capable of' deveiopmnent throncgh itself, tiiongli whoen
watered anîd nourislicd by fav'orable surrouiidings it
flourishoes much more luxuriantly.

Muelh mnîght bo snid of' the development of gonius
by surrounding3. Take, any discoverer of ancient
tinies and place lmf liere lo day ivhen there is inucli
lcss to discovor. Ile could flot becomo so great as
before. His gonius may be t.s great, but surround-
ingys lack the former powe-. of deve!opment. In ail
probability Oliver Croa~it;jl would neyer bave becone
the distinguished man hoe did, but for tho civil war;
nor Napoleon, but for the rirencli Revolution. The
question nlso xnay be asked, Il Vhy did flot Milton's
brother becomoe as great a poot as lie ?" Because
bis brother, being youngyor, was more infitienced by
the political tro -les of the day, in which he became
prominent, more so than perhiaps Milton would, had
hoe entercd a political lifo. Nc-wton serves as a good
example to show that genius in iL, action is influienced
by surroundings. Wlien a boy at school hoe was duli
and what migbht bo called lazy, tilt one day a fellow
playmate, wvho stood abovo hur n class, gave bima a
severe kick. Newton, being. emaîl of stature, was
not able bo roturn this infliett,,n: but souglit revengeo
by studying until ho Car excelled bis enemny. Thus
in most mon of genius this at fir8t dormant power is
awakened by some stroko of circumstances.

Education and experience arc likowise dcvelope:s
of this wonderful qualitv. Il Experience," s-ys
Emerson, Ilis the -round z.nd basis of ail know-
ledlge," and as genins is useless without knowledge,
both education and esperience are important factors
in its development. Milton is abeauti Cul illustration
of this. His father designed him froîn chuldhoodl for
the study of letters, and took the greatest intorest in
bis intellectual, culture, and was always found on-
couraging Min in sucb pursuits. Newton, after the
incident related above, continued his study, readingy
the works of great mathematicians, and thus throwa
in a mathematical atmosphere, was able bo do the
great work ho bas accomplished for the world.

Genius in its varions forms occasions innumerable
resuits. Lot us flrst consider its effeots on the
indiv*dual. It does flot give lilm knowledge, but
rendors hlm capable of coinprehieadingy that whicb
inay corne witbin bis reacli. To some it ha3 been
very injurious. leading thcm into the deepest degrada.

tion, bo others most heneficial raising them far abovo
tho common lovel, la tho laoder case, it lias causeci
greot trouble to many, tho common peoplo of wlioso
time bcing, so ignorant as bo consider sncb porson
insane or beretical, and they oftcn inflicted on themn
most excruciating punishiment. Its possessors, how.
oer, in after ycars have been always honored, anI
hiad this elomontary quality been removed, thoy
would long since bave been forgotten.

To epeak of' ail the material benofits rendcrcd tho
wvorld througrh genius would require mucli more spaco
than is pormitted bo us, for to it is dite a greot de'.
of wbat wu ot prcsent enjoy in ail pursuits of business,
as wel! as of pleasure.

L, tde intellectual world like great results follows
as the Sliakc!;Feri-on Drama and.! the Miltonie Epic,
whieh are tbc wvondee and admiration of ail. So,
likewise, the mathcinatieal works of Newton, and the
astronomical researebes of Gallilco are worthy of
mention, for witbout them the world of to-doy would
lock many mens of advancemeilt.

We bave discussed this mental faculty in lb
varions applications, yet in all obtainablo by man.
Few have rcaclied this quality of distinction, nover-
theless it is open Vo ail, and evon in our progressive
age, no few mon stand out aq distînguisbed frorn the
re3t. Although we may not have as many distin-
guished mon as former generations, it is nnt from a
iack of geilis, but becauise more are seekingy this
higlier love), and bence is obtained by the mass, and
not the fow, making mankind botter and happie.
A4dvancement leads to happiness, and from the obovo
wve flnd it is attainable by ail, and is ours to scek, as
is confirmied by Pope whien lie says:

« 1Remember, mon, the universal cause
Acts not hy partial, but by gen'ral laws:
And makes wvhat happincas WC ju3tly cWil
Subsist neot in the good of one, but ail."

S. J. 0.

Rov. Robert Macdonald, a Nova Scotian by birth,
formerly a student, at àA.catlii,, afterwards at Newton
and Harvaxil, z! nian ijf exceptional ability, with fine
promise of a useful and honorable rarcer beforo him.
was formally installed as pastor of the Warren
Avenue Baptist churcb, Boston, on Tuesday evening.
Nov. lOth.-Ex.


