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cise, and so devant, aIl confirm him iii supposing
that there nmust bc ina his îparticular case, some
natural clefeet ivhicbi preven.s ii Iromi being
posscssedl of the sanie character. Tho persan
of whomn we arc speaking is, at timces, preplos-
sessod iii favor of the people of Goa. lia bans
hoard good tlîings ai -tbcmi--aud perhaps the
boly and consistent life and converiatiofl of
some of lus rehntive, lins made bimi desirous of
casting in bis lot wvith thora, and of partaking
ina their privilegoes. Buit thon lio feels that lie
is possessedl of a nature whicbi soemis ta diffr
wvidoiy firoin tieirs. Ile lias long bee a trans-
gressor of the laNw of God, and althougbl lie
does flot disbelieve tbat te inercy of Goid cara
ho extended to bini-for lie bias been told that
Josus Christ died tiar the cbiefof sinners, and
thorofore bie does flot Ceci so înuch difliculty on
the subject, of pardon. flut hoe feels tbat ai-
ttla-'.-h lie ivas pardoned, it wvould not avait him,
for bie is consciotns of an utter incapacity tolive
according to the scripatural standard. 1-le,
thereforo, puts off ail attompts to turn ira good
earnest unto God, for hoe supposes tbat tho ef-
fort wculd hoe, altogeother, unavailiing, sceingr
tbat there exists wvithin itan a power of- sùa
w'bicla no effort can possibly restraia. le,
therefore, grives up the notion of reformation,
as a hopeless tbing, and with tbe plain oflbrs
oftbte pardon oftbo gospel, placed before lis
eyes, hoe cannot. a ve a stop), ina proceeding( ta
accept ai that puý.'on, and enter into a state of
favor wvith God, because hoe imagines that the
reformation of' luis character is hopeles.s. We
believo that the character, here aiLuded ta, is
by no nicans an uncommon one; and, iwluile wve
thinkc that there is inch iii tho cbiaracter of
sucb persans, deeply to interest every truc dis-
ciple of the Lord Jesus, we must, at the samie
timo, say of theni that they greatly orr, nat
hnowing the scriptures or the power af Goa.
The statement, wbich is here made ina tho text,
wve would begr ta urge upouu this class afilper-

sans. If they are only candid ira their proies-
sions, Nwo think that they are in the very condi-
tion, in which they are peculiarly fitted ta
rocoive the gospel, iii its life-giving pawer.-
For what is the condition ira whicla they are ?
They are persans ivbo profess natta daubttbat
the btaod af Christ cari wash away ail their
sins,- but they cannat sec wvbat effeet this would
have, irn alteriuug thoir condition, because they
are cansciaus ai a dead tond ofcarnalîty dwell-
ingr withini them, wvhich thoy posseas na power
of remaving. They foc] that there is sucb a
strength, as well as subtility, ira the sin which
dweils within them, that it is, altogether, the

<laminant principle ira their sotils-and tliis i
not a unere opinion, whiclu, î,ossibly, inay ilot
bc wvoll fournded, but tlîey have the experienco
af their wvbaie past lif 0 ta cônvince thona thiat
their besettitng sin is the dominant principle
wvithin tiieni. Tbey have ofteu t ried ta put it
uindor rostraint, but tliey have nover been site-
cessfül. Sin bias always gained thc victary
%vlora the hor of trial camie, and, thuorefore,
they have, in a nicasuire, given rip the cantost,
nnd have coufessed tbemnselves ta beits wviiling
slaves, ancl sin, wvbicli at a former pcriod of thueir
bistory, bnd ta cantend %vitb tlue straug reoan-
strancos of conscienceow ruIes wvitbaut a rival;
and wvben they laok forwvard ta the future, tboy
can only sighi ut tho prospect ai tbe tbo cou-
tempt and uaisory into wvliicbi it is bnrryingr
thena. Nowl i voutd beg taoas'k wviethorithbas
ever occurred ta thoin that the gospel, not o11ly
larovides tbor aIl suclu persans as tlaey arc, an
imnmedinte pardon af ai tioir sins, but tbat it
provides an inmendiato Dowver, by wbhich they
arc delivered from the tyranny ai Sin. Wa
ask thaem, calînly, ta moditato on1 the statement
wbhica is lucre made by the beloved discipleJobn,
'l that as înany as rece-ved the Lard Jesus
Christ, as their Saviaur, ta thcm grave ho powv-
or ta becorno tho sans af God." Thuey sbould
hknow that tliere arc trutbis in the bible fltted
far mon, at overy stage of their progrress ira the
spiritual life ; and the truth wvbicbi the text
cantains, is just the vory tmutîr whicb is mast
suitable for tho persans ta Nybom ivo bave allu-
ded. We weould, tlierefore, with aIl earnost-
ness, beseeîr thom, ta meditato upon it, %ith a
personal roferonce ta thoniselves. The state-
ment whaicbi is nmade in those wvords, lcads us~ ta
the groat trutb, that wvbencver a man receivos
the Lard Jesus Cbrist as his Saviaur, hoe
rocoivos, also, a uewv and a haly nature.

It is nat my intention ta enter inta any
metaphysical discussion, as ta the nianner iii
which tlîis groeat renoration is produccd, because
sncb discussions bave no sanction ira seripture,
and becauso thoy have no tendency ta malte
tho %veary and tho hoavy laden sinner a partici-
patar ira this haiy and divine nature, but rathor
ta encaurage a spirit ai prido and vain curiasity,
and sa ta rernovo bim fardimer than before from,
the gloriaus biessing. 1 would rathor direct
luis nuind ta the fact, that tho Lard Jesus Christ
anakos ail thaso persans ta bo partakors ai a
hioly nature like uta himseli, wha submit tbem-
selves ta him, as tboir Saviaur. The great
truth, that a regenerating: power is applied by
Ga ta the hcarts of thase who came ta hian for
lucp, is flot peculiar ta the New Testament.-.


