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worid front wisich an impiaus caviller znight lice-
animtu question the divine omniscience, and have
arrogance enuugh to correct thes workmassiip of
the infinite Creator. Ilow mue!,, niigit suc! a
caviller exciaim, is tise surface of tise earth de-
formed witls barrenheaths and sandy deserts! To
liow much better purpase siiglit the sandy deserts
of Arabia and Africa bie applied, tItan by leaving
thieni us scieso, dreary, barren dcsolation--a black
spot of imperfection on this fair globe. Ilow often
ore tisa iopes of the year seorcised and destroyed
fron tise irregular distribution of bsoat and main !
llow often dueCs thoarain rall uaclcaaly upozs thc Dca,
Icaving tise noigisbouring fields parclsed and dry,
wisile hunger, miisery and dcath ravage ansang tise
helilesa inhabitante! Tihe imagination can con-
ceive an order cf thinga in whsch tise dews and
raine wossid descend just where and when tisey
might bie wuzstcd, and can picture to itacîf an ar-
rangemient much more conducivets thse cnjoyment
cf anintated being.-a golden age in wlsicb thse
iniseries of our iran daya would hc unlcnown.
But, it is presumptuous and unwarrantable for
reaanto speculate in sudsidie dreanis. Tho task
would bie interminable and unproductive of any
good. And if snob a mode of conjecturing hie dis-
carded in natural isistory, wisy sisould it bc tolera-
ted in religion wisetser natural or revealed ; ansd if
nlatural religion bie reeognized by ail except athe-
isba ansd madmen, notwithstaisding tise abstruscness
or aven incesnprcbecnsibility of nsany of its doc-
trines, why snay flot rcvcaled religion bie reeeived,
aithougis attendedwits simi]srdillcultics, especial-
li ince sucis Wighst have been cxpected a pdri
bath from tise nature of tise subject and tise limibed
powers of tise huinan mimd.

It xight bc easy to adduce the testimorsy of
tise wiscst umon in ail ages in regard to tise liniited
extesit of iiumaxi knowlcdge and tise unsatisfacto-
ry nature of human inquiry. Insuperable obsta-
cles appear at tise very tsrcsisold cf alsnost cver3,
iusquiry, and even in tisose àubjcbs wisici are boat
kusown, after we are removed, a few stops front tise
Dicre surface cf things, we are loft in impenetrable
darkaes. Instances are at isand in every science.
Thse causes of tisings are ail unknown. A few
facto comprise tise sunt of isuman knowledge.
Even in regard tu tise comnnonest actions and con-
cerna of life, in wbich wc ourselves are tise agents,
we are surrounded with tise sainre obscurity. At
tise commencement of sisy undertaltng, how rare-
Iy do we know tise success tisat sisall attend it, and
often indeed, it is beyond tise reach of conjecture.
if thore were ausy brancis of science in which per-
fect lcnowledge could bc attained it tvould bie an
anomaly in tise subjecta of humais tJiought.

Tise mabisematical sciences are, comusly =ien-
tioncd as branchas in wlsici perfect certainty is ta
bc attaîned, and titis is true in regard tuomre parts
of thisn ; but ib is well known tisa: in tisa iigiser
branches of analysis, tise certainty is b y no means
so great, and even in cases w!scre tise remnîts are
truc and uniform, tisera isas been, and still is, mucis
diversîty cf opinion, in dcscribing tise ratianale af
tise procesa isy wisici tisey are attaincd. To talk
af quantities issdrfinitcly sinali, or to institute a
comarison of iusJiitifis, in as unintelligible as tie
mnst snysterious doctrines af psyclsology ; tise
corircctness of tisa Conclusions procures a recel)-
tion for tise reasonixsg, or ralliser tise language of
tise rcasoning, and wisy shsould not tise practical
consequences of tise otIter operate also in tiseir fa-
vour-aend tise difficulties of botis bo absorbed in
tise utflity, till tise means cf investigation becosie
more perfect.

Yet there are many men wiso eontend, tisat 'were
tise scFiptures a revelation front God, tiscy would
only contain snatter easy to bc understood by
ail tisosa for wisose benefit tisey were dcsîgned;
for a revelation tisat cannat bc undcrstood in ubs-
oussly fia rcvclatian at ail. In aiiswcr ta tisis ob-
jection it mnay bc stated tisat thso Icading doctris
aud îsrcccpts of Chist are so plaisly statcd in thse
sacrcd acriptures tisat tisey arc flot likcly ta buc
grcatly miuundcrstood isy asy husnst mnsd tu wisici
tbey are proposad. Tiho crams of tItis Objecion,
liowcvcr, is mlot yet toucised, for it in intended bo
isinuate tsat because tiscrc are doctrines in scrqs).
turc, whicis bisugis plssnsly cisougi exprcsscd, arc
yct incomprchcnisiblc, (and because tises arc pie-
copte for which vie can sec fia reason,) tiscreforc
tisey do flot liear tise stanp of a divine revelation,
for tlsey axe flot comsncnsuratc wit.h our casaci-
tics, and cannot recuiva our belief. Thtis objcctvss
as foundcd on false ideas ami ansbigu as language.
laoue soinse it is truc; for if I Isaw fia underatasid-
isg ut all of tise ternts of any proposition, I cannsL
believe it, yct I snay bave an ixsdefiusite idea of tise
ternis, which tisougis ncitlscr clear ura full, nsay
still lia a sufficient, basis for belief. Tisus I havesio
precise idea, of unlimusted space. Tie terni iâ
nserely negative; yct as 1 cassnot limit space lsy
ausy efflort of imagination, 1 have sufficient, rcua~u
ta believe tisai it is unliuàitcd. Tise saine resnak
will apply tu ssii tise divine attributes. WcV can
ha&ve no adeCquate Conception cf thsc-Wc CassnoL
asseasure tisem, in thisa f ull axtent ; ycb, as we hiave
sente conception of similar qualities in 5iàbc -
sssgs, anid as ini transfornsing tisese to tise divine
cliaracter, we are unable té conecive cf thisn as
imperfect or. limited, we bave sufficient; rasois to
believe tisa tlscy arc infinite.


