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SLIDING 01; SKEES IN NORWAY.

ýýr HE sense of the pic-
JL turesque is an en-

tirely modern sen-
timnent. Norway,
which is, by coin-
mon consent, the
Most picturesque
country in Europe.

if not in the ,,orld, was by travel-
lers in the eighteenth century de-
scribecl' as an ugly country, fili of
steep bh-ck rocks, of wiI(l aspect,
and intersected by sombre fiords and

icy rivers. We should probably
quarrel withi Suc11 a description
nlow. Fromi the individual point
of view it may be pzrfectly true.
And vet the man who should. iii
the present century, indulge in such
language wvouId write himself down
a callous and prosy dullard. To
the utilitarian eighteenth century,
only that wvhich' was useful wvas
beautiful; and picturesqueness in a
Iandscape wvas hield to be synonv-
mous wvit1i fertilitv. Therefore


