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the lawv to take antiquities of any kind'
out of the Turkish Empire, yet they find
their wvay out in the inost astounding
ways. It is not the fault of the traveller
if a few antiquities should follow Iiixu in
bales of -%vool or othor commiiodities of
export. Mr. Budga left Egypt fully ex-
pecting that these tablets would follow
him, but after lie hiad gone, a, German,
Grlf by name, turned up who offéed. the
fellaheen more than MNr. l3udge had paid
for themi and tlîey ininediately sold thern
over agrain. In this way 1(;0 of these
tablets found. their way to the B3erlin
Museum, 82 to the British Mtuseum iii
London, and 56 to the Gizehi Museuni iii
Cairo, and perhaps 20 more are ini the
liands of private individuals.

These tablets have at last been trans-
lated, the translations forming a volume
hialf as large a-, tie Pentatoch. They
prove to be letters and despatchles froin
the kings and goveriiors of Babylonia,
Assyria, Syria, Mesopotamiia, Easterîî
Cappadocia, Phoenieia and Palestine.
From Palestine there are 176 letters,
chiefly from the coast of the Meditcr-
ranean. These are, of course, to us the
miost interesting. Tiiese tablets treat of
various subjeets, e.q., of miarriages, dow-
ries, presents, social relations, diploinacy
and war. The events rccorded include
the conquest of Damascus by the Hittites;
of Plioenicia by the Amorites, and of
Judea by the Abiri, whom Colonel Con-
der, Capt. Haynes, Prof. Zimniern and
others identify as the Hebrews. The
naines of .Japhia, king of Lachish, mon-
tioned. in Joshua x., and Jabin, king of
1Hazor, inentioned in Joshlua xi., and
possibly Adonizedek, kcing, of Jerusalcîn,
occur among those of the writers.

The gods mientioned are those found in
the Bible, including Baal, l3aalah, Rini-
mon, Shamnash, Nebo, and Dagon, and an
expression whichi corresponds to the
flebrewv word Elohim occurs frequently.
A great number of towns and chties,

several- of which are important biblical
p)laces, e.ýj., Gath, Makkedah, B3aal Gad,
£nain, Lachish, are mention#-d in sucli a
way that their sites are practically sot-
tled, and the topography of the Eioly
Land is made inuch nmore definite than,
before.

These letters are addressed for the
most part to two Egyptiani king8, Aieno-
phis III. and IV . lt is a inatter of great
regrret that none of them are (lated, yet
tlîrouglî twvo kings (Assuruballidh, king
of Assyria, and Burna-burrias, king of
Babylon), fron %vioîni soine of the letters
camie, we are enabled to arrive at a date
around. whichi they înay be clustered. 0f
ail n-ations the Assyrians and Babylonians
were the mnost careful, lu keeping their
chronologies, and Sayce places 1430-1410
B. C., and 1400 to 1370 B. C. as probable
(dates for Burna-burrias and Ass8urubaýl-
lidli respectively.

The earliest despatch is one addlcressect
te Thothunes IV. whose date is 1423 B.C0.
The îvhole of the correspondeuce, cover-
in" se me fifty years, may be placed, be-
tween tho years 1415 and 1365, and evi-
dently clusters around the ycar 1400 B. C.
This takes us back, according to thc chron-
ology of Old Testament writers, to the
date of the conquest of Palestine. W'e ivili
hardly uuderstand the bearing of the Tel-
el-Ainarna correspondence 0o1 Old Testa-
ment history without flrst getting, a clear
idea of its place in the history Of 'Egypt.*

How came these tablets to Tel-el-
Ainarna, and what are tlîeir contents?
During the carlier part of the 18th dynasty
Egypt ivas a great iilitarypower, and ex-
tended lier conquests as far as the Eu-
plirates and the Tigris. Amineophis III.,
la order to strengthen his influence in
the couquered. ceuntries, made affiliations
by marrae «s Soloînon did later.

He treated his foreigyn wives well, al-
loiçed them to %vorship the gods of their
own !und, erectcd temples to Baal or
Aten, the " Lord of heaven," whose

* The dates of thc dynasties in the following table are from Professer Petrie's "History
of Egypt, now being published.

Ticir place iii history:
Dynasty I. B. C. 4777-4514. Menes first iruler-M,%emiplis-Ptahi-Spliix (>

I1.-l11. 4514-3998. Little kiuown.
IV. .1998-3721. Pyramids-Govcrnincut highly org(,anîzed-

Statue of Khaf-ra.
V.-VI. 3721-3322. Climax of painting and sculpture.
ViI.-Xi. 3329,2778. Little known.
XII. 2778-92565. Wars of Extension-Lake Moeris.
XIII. -XIV. 2565-1998. Little known.
XV.-X VII. 1998-1587. Hyksos or Shepherd Kin,«s-Abaham-Des-

cent into Egypt, 1870 B.C.
XVIII. 1587-1327. Military prowess - Tel-el-Amarna - Exodus

1438 B.C.-Conquest of Palestine.
It was during thc latter part of tho eighteenth dynasty that our letters wcrc written.
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