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Phonography in England.

Our phonetic friends across the Atlantic
seem o be in trouble.. The cause of it wo
will briefly explain.  Mr Isaac Prraay, the
orizinal inventor of Phonography, 1o whom
we «ll owe such a debt of gratitude, has an
original way, or rather, a way of his own of
promulgating the Reform ; and when ho con-
coives an wlea, however impracticablo or un-
wiso it may happen to bo, the romonstrance of
older and wiser heads, be they as the saunds
upon the sea shoro {or multitude, and as the
prayer at Gethsomane for carnestuess, are of
not tho slightest avail. Great as 15 the Boon
which has been conferred upon the world by
[suae Phuiddy {135 00w bucoming a viiver
sally prevalent opimon among those who are
acquanted with the facts, that the subsequent
courso pursed by that gentleman has retard-
ed the advancement of the Phonetic Reform
more than any epon opposition with which it
has mot. Qut-and-out opposiuon of the pho-
netic punciplé is ssusceptible of being easily
mct and triumphantly overcome, but conten-
uon and wrangling about the details of the
aystem by us leading men, 15 apt to frighten
the publicout of having anythingto do with
it.  Wo have nover heard of a disagreement
of any moment of which Mr. lsaac Pitman
was sut the originawor. It seems qane im-
possible for ham 1o let well enough alono, no
matter what the consequences of no: doiog so

. . . t . N .
l.lot-vowel word-signs in the Repoiting style now Lad his new sot of lustrnetion books in

that are now written abovo mnst be writton the market lor some months, and. lus aro the
below, and those that are now swritton below [only worke of tho kind issued in Great Britian.
must be written abuva. As was to bo oxpec-{More than this, ho has recently obtained a
ted, the announcemont of thess changes, by copy-right of Phonography, and now forbids,
their author, was followed by an expres-j with the mandate of the law, the publishing
tion of disapprobation from almeost all parts of of any books or works in phonographic chas-
tho phonographic world. Novertheloss Isnac acters that do not suit him. This boing the

may be.  We shall not now go into the whole
hustory of his ipnovatwns, and the sacrifices
of tuends and moans ho has made in cany-
1ng them out tg the detrniment of the cause,
only to abandon them after demonstrating to
his entire saugfaction what lus friends, one
aud all, had told him would bo the result 1n
tme. Ilis last innovauon is the reversing the
order of tho dot vowels. Instead of l-ze l-ay
l-au, and 1-t k-ta-l, lsaac Pitman prints J-an
soav |-£E, and a-t 8-t 1-t. The advanced
phonographer wiil seo that this change offects

Pitman went on to print and circulale new
editions of his Instruction Books, and Phon-
ographic Vooabulary, suppressing the ro-
matmning copics of the eld editions, so that
none can unow ba obtamned. His friends
remonstrated with him and proposed to take an
expression of the opinion of the Phonogra-
phers of GreatButian upun tho subject and leave
the decision of the yaatter with them. They
mot with the usnal success. lssanc Pitman
would lave his own way, and would do
what he liked with his own invention, jor-
getting that others had now a large interest
and stake in the cause as well as imseif.—
The leading Phonographers 1owever, resol-
ved on lakng a vote for thuit own satisfaction,
hoping that an overwhelming majority of the
oldest and best friends of tho Reform might
have some weight wuh Mr. Pitman —The
voto has beon taken, and 10 a pamphlot bo-
fore us, from the ¢« Examiner” office, we have
the result, including the name, residenco and
phonographic standing of cach voter. The
figures stan Ying . in favor of the innovatien,
118. Againstit, 618 DMajority for tho stand-

anl system, 529. The phonographic age of'

the vuters vary from a few mouths to twenty
years. The oldest phonographer on the
list 13 Mr. Honry Puman (lssaac did not
volo) of twenty years? standing, who, with his
and 1saac’s father, voled against the jnnova-
tion. Along with them also we find the
names of the edaors of ai: the phonographic

case, we are iyclined to the opiuion that the
oditors of tho qther English phonographic
Magazines had befter beware last_their op-
position to tho now vowal schomo brings down
upon those periodicals the proscription of the
author of the system in which thoy are print-
¢d.  With a copy-right of the sysiem n his
hauds, we do not see but that the wventor of
Phonography can bid defiance, if ho has
resolved upon so doing, to the takiug of a vote,
or.to the strongest remonstrances ol the most
ithunate frionds. - M :
Here, ia America and 1n Canada, wo have
no such tronble as that which, at the present
moment, so strongly agitatos the minds of our
Englizh brothren. ~ Happily wo are entiroly
indepondent of the caprico” of Isaac Pitman,
for we have, published in the Umited States,
anore complete aud beautiful set of Tastiuc-
tion Books than Isaac Pitman evor did or, we
mght add, ever will produce. It might be
truly called & new era m the phonograplic
cause whon RBenus Pitman—a younger brother
jut the author of the system —camo tothe Uni-
1eid States and commenced the publication of
Phonographic works from sToNe ENGRaving.
Besides the very extensive hist of works pub-
listed by Bono Puman, there are tnree other
publishers of slandard plunvgraphie works,
viz Messrs Longley, of Cincinnati, who put -
ish the “Amenican DManuval of Phonogra-
jphy 3’ Messts Fowler & Wells, of New York,
who pubush Webster’s Teacher, and Ap-
diew J. Gralam ot New York, pubisshes o
the ¢¢ Hand-book of Standar! Phunography,™
and lately publisherof the ** Cuiversal [;hon-

logmphor *—a large-sized monthly Magazine,

from stono ongraving, It s scarcely neces-
sary to suy that these pubishers ropudiate the
ciango altompted to be made {;y I<aaav

itman. forthe simplo 1eason, mainly, that it

the system very materially. Not only must
the reading and writing of tho dot vowels be

saversed in the Corresponding style, butall lhel

R " . | will break up the beautiful order that now ex-
periodicals in the kingdom, excopt the « C°"|lsta in the formation of the vowels by the

"“P""d""‘:_" which 15 “di“‘d' and published mauth. A¢ an sastance of Bonn Puman’s
by 1sanc Pitman himseclf. Whether this ex- vtant of faith in the ultimate tnumph of His
pression of opinion will have the ehghtoatll‘m'hcf’“ latest innovation, vve might remark
influance upon tho mind of 1saac Pitraan or not, 'hat e keeps ms graver sull more busy than

ever n the preduction of nevv books, t -
we would sca‘rcel?' presumeo to say. We fear‘ ly the grea‘: and ncreasing dcmnnd'forolzgs~
however that it wi!l not lsaac Pitman haslmg in the phonographic systom.
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