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IONAÀ liesl about inine miles to th e south of
Staffa. IL ià separated froni the is1and of
Muil by a narrow sound,and is consequently
easy of acces8. ln alxnoet every reepect it
differs froun its ais ter Isand, which is un-
inhabited, and whoae intereet centres ini that
wonderful Hall of basaltic columns. Ioina,
on the coxtrary, is:still the abode of living
mer, and dlai Our veneration tromi its
historie associations as the early seat of
Christianity in the North of Scotland. Here
Columiba built his cel] in the 3ear 563. At
the âge of forty-two he had etnigraied fron)
Ireland with bi8 twelve disciples, and on
thie islaud, sufficiently reniote froni bis
native land to be out of sight of it,
and where be rnigbt, without distracting
thouglits about borne and kiridred, enter
upon his great m1issionary work, Lie lived
for thirty-four years, trainiing mnen for the
uiinittrv. It is the recolihetion of the pious
life and laboure of this truly great mnan
that niakes one icel as Le lands on this
island that he la indeed on consecrated
ground.

Th anks to the Duke of Argyle," the ruine"
bave been rescued from de8ecrationi and are
Dow presezved witb great care. They consist
of the remaités of an extensive nunuery, of
the Cathedral of St. Mary. founded abou L
the year 1203, and of St. Oran's Chauel. sup-
po8ed to have been built by Queen Mar-
garet, A.D. l000-ia xemory of Saint Co
lumba. 0f biglier arâtiquity than avy of
these are the runic crosses, in wonderful
preservatîin, 'whîcb bave not yet revealed
t.beir orîgin to the inoet learred investi-
gations of the antiquariati. And there la
the old grave yaid-tbe burial place of
King@, aud Prelates, and Sccutish C hiet'-
tains, for a thousand years. There are now
some 500 inbasbitants on Iona. They have
two ChurchEs, EstabliEbed and Free, with
ample nieans of education,so that their con-
dition is niuch irnproved since the tirne of
Dr. Johnson's visit, who said i hat in b is day
there was but one bouse on the island that
1usd a chimney in it, but which was of littie
value, "lfor the fire was miade on the floor,
in the mniddle of the room, and, notwith-

standing the dignity of the mansion, ite
ownérs rejoiced like their neighbours in the
cozuforts of suioke :" and ibat "l .ot one of
the people trould read or write." Eowever
that m-ay bave been, the rtcord ofithe born-
age wbich lie paid at, the abrinc of Columba,
will be read and adniiNd as 1(ng as the
English languige is spoken. "*Atiast we
camne to Icuiikilij. We are nc'w treading
that illustrious island '>Lich waps Once the
luniinsry of the Caledonian regions, whence
savage clans and rovîng barbarians3 derived
the benefite of kncwledge and tbe biesLinge
of religion ........ That man is littie to, be
envied whoé3e pstrioti.xn would not gain
force upon the plain of Marathon, or wluose
piety would not grow warmer nxnong the
ruina3 of Ions."
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GOLDEN TFXT.-<gI arn debtor both to the
Grýeekv, and Io the Barbarian8; bot/r to thé
wise and to th. uytwie."-Rcm. 1 .:14.

V. 1. They knew-ascertsined, eitber by
furiher observation or froni the mativee.
Melita-ncw Malta, an island ffy eight
ile eouth of Sicilr..2. Bû-aroui

people-the Greeks firset, and afterward the
itomans, accounted ail otbez' nations bar-
barous, without reference f0 their civiliza-

ion, but their lant'uage. V. 3. Sicks-per-
haps the driftwood found along the rock>'
shore. Vifer-a venoinous serpent taken
Up in a torpi' state amng the stickp, and
re8tored to, activity by the beat. Fastened
on Ais hand-either by coiing, round it, or
by its fangs. V.. 4. >furderer-tbey ssw
tkiat be was a prisontr, hsnd looktd upon
this event"asapunishu-it rit for crine - 4en-
geance-justice. Fltito korrn-a fuiflîl-
ment of our Lord's priurîns, Luke 10: 19;
Mark 16: 18. V. 6. Falie, do'sn dead-s
la sornetimes the cse froin the bite of a vi-
per or an asp. Said t/rai he tvas a gôd~-
because be had esea ped the usual effect of
the poison. V. 7. In the same quarter-li-
terally, about that place, the place of the
shipwreck. Criel m<n-literaily the firet
mn in official rank, probably the governor.
Lodged--entertained a@ gueâts. U-Paul
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