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jlMONG the Lest gifts of God for the
up-building cf the Church is an effi-

cient ministry. Tlhe Preshyterian Chureh
in Canada has te bless her glerieus KING
that lielias been mindful. cf ber in this
respect. IlundredB and hundreds cf faitlh-
ful mon are preaching the Gospel in car
pulpits, in humble homes, in lonely and
scluded settienients, fat off upon thec prai-
rie, or in the depths cf the lumber woeds.
Sinners are converted; sainta are edified;
the sick are visited ; the dying are comfort,.
od; the yeung are instructed, and the Way
cf Life is proclaimed te ail. The Church
ie realizing the importance cf baving an
efficient ministry. She has six Colleges in
which ber young men are trained for the
werk. She invites parents te censecrate
their sons te this, is high calling. She
pleads with the "ILord of the villeyard "te
'ltbrust forth " more labourers. She lias
deviscd liberal means for the adequate sup.-
port cf the ministry, thus ini a very practical
and tangible mannar preving tho high esteem
in which she holds t.he office. What ceuld
Le more encouraging than the response
made by the people te the appeals of
Preshyteries in connection with the Aug-
mentation Fund I Preufbyteries bave of
late Leen brouglit into dloser and more fre-
quent intercourse with the congregatiens.
This intercourse is, or t3heuld Le, porfectly
confidential. The Presbytery lias the power
and riglit cf superintendence. Lt sees
whether cengregatioLa under its charge are
prospering. Should thera Le failure an-
where--should there Le trouble-should the
work cf the Lord Le at a stand-still, or (as
sometimes happons) ehould it Le geing
back-the Presbytery takos cognizanceocf
ail the f ý.cLq, aud wisely acts in the Lest in-
teresa cf the Churcb, and with a view te
the glory of God. If rresbyteries are
remisa in tbe discliargeocf their epi8copal
dutios, if they fail in overseeing the fck8
committed te their caro, tho Augmentation
Fund will fail as a mattor cf course; and
the ciiuse cf God will suifer.

We have watched with interest a dis-
~cuasiou in the Froe Churcli cf Srotland on
miniLterial efficiency. Dr. Whyte, cf Edin-
burgb, makes the following remarkable
statement: "One cf car ministers le settledi

over a congregation, and unlesa ho is called
te anether charge, or leads a toc scandalous
life, or dies, the Church hears no more of
hiru. Hoe may Le the idlest man ini tho
parish,' hio rna have fatally mistaken bis
calling in life, hie inay scatter a united and
once flourishing congregation, hoe may neithei
preacli, net catechize, nor visit, net (lo any
of tbe things hoa is ordained and supposed
te do, b)ut ho reniains safo and secure in bis
manse and lus incoine, as ne otber man ln
the comnunity is, tilI hoe dees a mischief tu
the cause ef Christ and lis Church whichi
his successor can hardly rep:Iir in a lifetime."'
Can there Le even one such mnister amnn
the Presbyterians cf Scotianci ? We eheuld
hope net. But thon Dr. Whyte seeras te
picture from the life. lie asset mouarn-
fully that in Scotlaiud there is ne way cf
dealing with suclia case. *Wewil net under-
take te say what disabillities our brethern in,
Scotland labour under; but Nve knew that'
accarc, 'n te the Presbyteriani systemn the
Presbytery is very selemnly bound te deal'
promptly with sucli a case, and te find'a
remedy. We know that in eur ewn Church
a.Pi:esbytery would net be regarded as bav-:
ing discbarg ed its duty were it te wink at:
flagrant inefficiency ini the pastoral office.
Lt will Lecome more and more the xecognized
riglit of the iPresbytery te deal with sucli
cases. Lt is net good for the pastor or the
people that the pastora relation should con-
tinue one day tee long: and it is for the
Presbytery ultimately te determine. We
hope the day is net fÏar distant when in car
ow.a Church every congregation shahl have
a suitable mninister, and every minister a
suitable sphere of labeur.

H1E five hiundredth anniversary of John
Wiclif's death lias heen widely cern-

memorated Ly the Ileformed Churches. An
cppertunity bias thus been aiforded cf bring-
iLS prominently Lefore the people the con-
dition cf «Western Christendom during the
Dark Ages, when the Chiurcli cf Rome was
supreme-those IlAges of Faith "te which
some look back se longingly. Wiclif was,
in fact, the founder of Puritanism, and hie
influence ig never-dying. Hoe loft bis imn-
press upon Erugland, and indeed ail Europe


