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T NASANANAN NAAANAAAAAAAS
CHILDHQOD.

Cit1.oRoOD, sweet and sunny childhood,
With its carelese, thoughtless air,

Liko the verdant, tangled wildwood,
Wants the training hand of cdrd.

Soc it springing all around us—
) Glad to kno\v,ﬂund quick to learn
Asking ?ncstions that counfound us;
Toaching lessons in its then.

Who loves not its joyous revel,
‘Leaping lightly on'the lawn,
. Up tho knoll, ulong tho level,
Kreo and graceful as & fuwn'!

Tet i wvel; it is naturo
Givinee to tho little deara

Strength of limb, and healthful foature,
For the toil of coming yeurs.

*
He who checks a child with terror,
Stops its play nand stills ita song,
Not alons comumits an crror,
But a great and moral wrong.

Givo it play, and never fear it— .
Active life is no defect;

Never, never, break s spirit—
Curb it only to dircet.

Would you damn tho flowing river,
Thinking it would cease to flow ?

Onward it must go forever—
Better teach it wherv to go.

Childlood is a fountain welling ;
‘P'race its channcl in tho sand,

And its currcats, spreading, swelling,
Will revive the withered land.

Childhood is the vernal senson ;
Trm and train the tender shoot ;
Love is to the cominy reason
As the blossom to the frait.

Tondler twigs aro bent and folded—
Art to naturo beauty lends ;

Childhood easily is moulded ;
Manhood breaks, but scldom bends.
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1 AM MY FATHERS.”

¢ WILT you not ba my little girl ?” I said one day
o ki 'e Nanpie Wheoler ; ¢ you do not know how
much I love you, and how bappy I «ill try to make
vou, il you will oaly be my litle Nionie™ She
wouked up carnestly in my face with ber bright black
vyes, aod said—

« I'm father's.”

¢ Well, Nannie, 1 will give you such nics things
o you will be my fittle girl; I wilt pive you a beau-
tiful pew drass, and a hood, and such a cunoing lit-
tle maff to kéep Jack Froet from finding your fin-
aers, and a litle shawl, and new shoee. Now, dobe
my ltde girl!” She looked up again in the same
touching maoner, and said—

“1'm father’s.”

** Ob, now, Nannie !” [ continued more earnestly,
* whan poor Aunt Carry has no hittle girl, and fatber
has Augusta ang pet Nellie, besides Willis and Tooly.
(b J will buy you a new doll, very large, with eyes
most as biight as yours, lots of candies, and a little
rocking-horse ; and you shall have so many toys that
{ mili gave you a drawer on purposs to keep them in,
all for yourself ; and such pictare-books !  Dear Nan.
nic. now do be Aunt Carry’s Jittie girl™ She agsin
sawd ic her quiet, simple way—

** I'm father's.”

Dear huile girl, how few would Lave withstood
temptation so strongly set forth ! She is only thres
years old, and yet she could not for any inducement
beld out, give up ber love for her fatber.

L.utile cluldren, we bave all one Father, even
« Qur Fatber who art in beaven.” The world with
all its allurements is beld out to terupt vs from bis

lave, Do we turn from it, and with childlike fuith
and Jove, answer—% 1 am my Father's 27 .

Livinp friends gather around us, and would fain
1cad us to forzet thbat there is One whom we must
iove above all otbers; do we twen from them, and
»3v with little Nanme—~¢ I am my Father’s 7”

Cortforts and luxuries are brought to us to tempt
us on every tide; do we take u&zba cross bumbly,
and walk in the foolsteps of Him who “ bad »ot
where to lay bis head,” aud answer—* I am my Fa-
ther’s 77 .

Lot usall take 3 lemon from little Nannie in her
unayerving love for ber lather. Nothing can tempt
her from hit side ; sbe follows him about like a little
Jamb and sho nestlesin hit arms, and iays ber preci-
ous |.sad on bis bosom. Bay the good shepherd watch
over her, and keep ber, and whan at the last great
day we sball all stand before the awful tribusal of the
judement-veat, may I basr tbat desr voice, as un-
sworving ia its trust in 8 heavenly Parent as now of
the earibly, answer—- { am =y Fathetw —<Chil-
dren's Magazsine, .

Selectionn.

THB DUTY 07 GiVING AWAY A STATED PORTION
OF OUR INCOME.

« In urging us (o give away a tenth, you ara reviving
the Levitical law, and tAat is abolished.”” 'Tho differ.
ence betwen those who hold that it stands, and those
who hold that it is abolisted, lies perhaps more in word
than reality. Tbose who hold thbat it stande, would
bardly contend that tha letter is in force ; for thic was
that tbe tenth ahould ba given to the tribe « Levi,
which, to the letter, we cannot fulfil. Aud those who
hold that it is abolished, surely do not mean that its
spirit isabolished. The spizit of ihat Law is, ¢ Of
Thine own bave we given unvto Thee.” This is not
abolished ; and, blessed be God, never willbe! And
suraly you do not mean that this spirit, and spirit so
right sud good, 1 passing from Judaism to Chrini-
amity, forsook a more sensive body, for ona grosser
aod heavier with curih ! We need not pause to show
that, quite indepundently of the Levitical tenth, the
other 1equircments of the Mosaic law require more
than a secoud tenth ; anid that the patriarchs gave
their tenth before ever Luvi was.

¢ But twe are nol now to be brought under rule ; for
the low #s love” 1 know that some who thus spesk,
do #o upon the bes: grounde. A good man hasa emall
incows ad a larze family; he has also a warm beart,
aad bis ceigbtinrs koow it.  Though he never adop-
ted any specific propor.ion, he is conscious, angd so1s
bis wife, by daily expericnice, thar be gives away * to
his power, yea,and beyond bhis power” When be
hears of fixing a rule, and walking by i, he feels that
for bim it is unnecczsary ; and he pleads, ** The law is
love” Were all like bim, most g’adly should we teave
it here. Bat many whbose heart bas never led them
into the tioubles of overgiving, gladly cateb up
his words, and, as a simple defence againit giving
sometbing definite, cry, * The law is love.”

To you who uee this objection we bave only one
thing to say : If the law is love, will you keep the law ?
Then all we contend for, and more than atl, is secu-
red. Among Jaws, none is near so exacting as love. It
is “ never ending, still beginning.” Its preat things
of yesterday, are little thinzs to-day, will be litile
things to-morrow. The law of love! It is, % Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
thy neighbor as thyself.” Aund you invoke the law
of love to save your money !

As a matter for persontlguidance, the definite mean-
ing of this exprestion is sometbing like this: « The
beart that is right is full of love. Love fulfils all law :
and secures the ripht of God and man. Therefore !
the heart that is right is & law to itsell, and needs no
other rule. Butmy heartis 1ight, and is sure to fulfi]
the law without special rules. s that safe reasoning ?
1f your heart be so right to-day, may it not wax cold
some other day ? and would it not be well to have a
test by which to tey its warmth? Or may tbere not
be some hike me, who cannot trust so surely to their
bear!; but feel that it is a wholesome thiag, to have
clear rules whereby its disporitions msy be ofter mes-.
sured ?

Love may be a good reason for going above rules ;
but it 18 the worst in the world for staying below them,
or without them. Itis a Iaw of love which binds a
man to provide for the comfort of bis family; but sure-
ly that is no reason why he should refuss to give
bis wife a regular allowsnce for the expenses of bouse-
keeping.

“ But yau speak of giving a tenth :—tkat is an ars’*
metical law ; and you will rever bring the hearts of
Christians under a cold arithmetical low.” This is &
very wemendous objection. Halt tbe sympathies of an
audience are in danger of being lost the moment they
bear that our rule is a cold arithmetical law. Arith.
matic sounds of school-books, and covnting houses,
and markets, and bard problams, and dry statistics,
and other ungensrous things. Well, it is »0, and we
caannot deny it; tosay that you are bound, to give
away at the very least a tenth of your all, is to speak
the language of arithmetic. Bot is the prisciple the
loss sacred for that ?  * Rememher the seoenth day to
keep it boly.” Tbhis is ap arithmetical expremion !
And is there anything unhallowed in the Sabbath be
causs a square sevenb is cut of (rom owr time, and
is just in that aritbmetics! proportion to be consecrs-
ted to God ? Again: it is ordained that & Bishop
shall be the bustend of but one wife, whith is pn ar'th-
metical faw. ™ ' .

Bat if our spagicus fiiends whe, object to narrow
arithmatical laws will obeerve their owa gicings, i
wilt prove thatsomebow aritbmetic lollows thpm wher-

ever they.go. For if you domot-give & Seathy - hat:d

ninetietk, even that is an -arithmetiesl proportion,—
though it might be bard to ascertuin it: and, in fact,
ro down bowever low yo1 may, if vou give anythinp
whatever, at any tims whatever, it atill bears an arith-
metical propottion to the whald' Did we namg a
tenth anthe Lizh standard of Christian bentvolence,
and eonfine curselves 1o it, we mipht be taunted wity,
arithmetic.; but when we namo it only as (he'lowest
point at which any fooiing can do fonnd, and leave
all above freey that ‘arrovr flies biclow us,

b But if you teach men to give atenth, they will give
that and be content, though they ought to gfive much
more.” This is an objection of real gravity. Doubt.
less, dui we succead in producing penerally in the
ehuralies the etate of feeling, tha: all were bound to
give at leasta tenth, many would think themselves
genercus in giving that, when perhaps a thicd or a
balf would be only their just properion. But how do
mattere etad at presont?  Muaititudes of sincere
Chri-tians are yoyaily content, thuugh they give no-
thing like a tenth j and could we gucered 1n bringing
up the Churels generally to that proportion (though
far below what we hold to be due of many), the state
ofthings then would present a wondirful improvement
on that oxisling Bow.

Bat I question whether adopting the principlo of
proportion would tend to make men content with the
minimum proportion, after they were abundantly pros-
pered. 8o far as my knowledge of its practical work-
ing goes, my impression ix the reverse.  Is 1s my plea-
surs 10 knuw nany men who, at the oateet of life, or
early in life, adopted Jacob’s%esolution to give a 'enth.
Thess bavo all'been prosperous men. 1 do not know
one of them but showe that the effoct ot his early
adopring the principle of a tentb, bas been to prepa;e
biw for a bigher proportion whea years of plenty setin_

And s it not natural thatsuch should be the effect ?
There is & preat, not to ¢ay & tremendous, power over
man in that very principle of arithmetical proportion
which it is 0 easv to spurn. \What ao arbitrary pro-
portion of our tims or poods is taken—a proportion
for which reason bas no more to say than for any
other~—v .at is the effect upon the mind ? It serves
as a practical claim of sovereignty on the part of the
Creator. It says, ¢ This is claumed because al} might
be claimed. He who accept this, owns all, and holds
you to account for the rest.” Itis not probable that
year after year one will carsfully set apart a fixed
proportion for the service ofibis God, witbout becom-
ing babituated to feel that he is merely asteward; and
that He at whose fect be lays the first-fruits 1s tho
Yio. J, the Giver of all. Such stated settiog apart isa

", +.ctisal keeping ofthe precept: ¢ Thou shalt remem-

ber the Lord thy Gud : for it is Ife that giveth Theo

power to ger wealth”  Aud whoever thus begins

iif by keeping a law of proportion, 1stbe moet like-

Iy of a)l men to advance his proportion, his Bene-

factor augments hLis blessing.— N, Y. Church Journal
GOD'S VOICE TO US IN TIIS CHISIS.

Io all the crash and crush that is avound us, in fail-
ing firms and breaking railroads, suspended factores,
and darkened homes, there isa clear, plain.warning
to us that this world is not our rest; that thersis not
a nest on any branch of it which the storm of mistors
tune may not shake us from; that there is not a rock
10 any sea of 1t which the waves of trouble may nat
overwhelm ; that there is ngt a refuge witbio any nook
of it which the floods may not sweep over, or. the fire
destroy.

We Lave been, alas! too forpetful of all this. With
life fresh in us, and prosperty around us, we hLave
lost €ight often of the uncertaiuty of. eanbly thinge.
Ve have thought and acted asif everytbing were fix.
ed, aud the icsve of all enterprises certan. We bave
built our nests upon ihe swinging bough, as if no
storms wers ever to sweep Over us. .

The agitations of such timps an.thess wers a-loud
warning (o us to bewars of such & course. We aeed
but to listen, and as fism after firm suspends, and for.
tone after fortune crombles, as dwelling after dwelling
feols the pressure of the tampes?, and the zueh and
roar of it go sweepiag through the land, -God's voice
sounds elearly amidat all and .above alle-% Arise. ye,
anddepart ; for this Bsnot yourvesl - - -

Thesame great truth has, indesd, been long spoken,
and by the voice &f tbe sswe God. Jts gente. tomer,
howaver, bave reacbed .thuys far comparatinely ,faw
ear% 1.1t has been drowned to.most in the whizl of, bo-
siness and-the revelry oficareleio dlieth. - - . "9

But now that the. vong 6f ‘gayely is xilanced, {bs
ﬁn."s'*-mﬂ‘}{‘,a 180 sod,a0d. the, wheels,.of
buiness are braagbl 10 8.sed: logk, i§ oambecachcing




