36

THE CHURCH TIMES.

Sclcctfony.,

[l - P
TO THI EDITOR OF THE CHURCH TIMES.

Sut,—Thnkmg your readers would Lo pleased with

a ele tion teom De, Katte’s ¢ Dty Bible Nurteations,

Ihwe <ypwd bis beautiful chapter on * Woman,' for

ingerti -a malio Chureh Times, and will,it you approve

of Ity senid vilicts frem tune tu time,
Yours, &e.

s

PPN

MARUARET,

° L WOMAM.

. “Asif 10 jaevent that wan shoull take ocenrlon,
iu tho s lustory of the fu, to hollin too Light esteems
tho app »nved ecompan on ot his Wfs's juurney, bolding
ber 10 bo murely a

** Falr defect of Nvure,”

God hias chios-n to confer singular honors ufon woman
tbroughont thu .acred Scriptures, They who dispar-
ayo ber capacities and pour contewnpt upon ler under-
standing 5 they who contemn ber faitbfulness, and dis.
trust bor truth; they who make ber man’s lLuuschold
drudge, or the mere instrument of -bis pleasuresor
convenlence—havenong cf thems any warrant in Saip-
turo for so doing. Although we may not overlook the
sad part which woman took in the fall of our race—
vat that terrible damage, which was not, after all,
wholly her work, may be beld to bave been fairly and
fully counterbalanced by the part :bo Lad in biinging
salvation. It was not without somo such eiguificaneo
that the illustrious *“eced of the woman" who touk
upon bim * to bruiec 1ho serpent’s bead,”" was “bosn
ol'a woman,” and nouwrished from ter breast,

¢ But let us look at the women mentioned in Serip-
ture, and observe how [ow of them are undistirguish.
ed by roma useful quality or holy grace. Somw a0
scon to bave been endowed before men with super-
natural knowledge, being tavored by the Spisit of God
with the high pifts of prophcey—such were Miriam,
Deborah, Hulla, wnd Anna. Uthers are noted for
their sapacity and underztand.ng—for which indeed
they were proverbial—such a5 the wowan of Lekoal,
aud tho wiso woman of AbelBethmaacah.  Satah
lacked not :trong capacities of fuithyand stronyg was
the faith of Rabab, of Sampeon’s mother, and of tual
alien woman whoss faith won from Cbrist a blusing
which then belenged to # the lost sheep of the bouse
of Isracl” only. Sowe bave sbown greatercoursage for
the Church, and manifested frmer resolution than
mea bave done. Dud rot Deboral encouraze Barak to
tha war against thu innvwcrous hosts and iron cka.
1ots of Jabin,anl adventere ber presence weth Lim
te thy war, when, without Ler, he— the eelected char-
pion—was afraid to go? And who could Lo maro
rescived to jeopardizs bee hfs for God’s people than
tae beautatut Fatler, when the utternd and acted op-
ou the manotable worde, * If I perist, I perish,” nhers
azc famous or metgorable for various thinge, Lorat.
tention o God's word—as the Virgin Mary, and as
Lydia. For going far to seck kuowledge—as the
Queen of the South to Lear the wislom of Solomon.—
For woiks of charity —ss Darcas. For woiks of pious
zeal—as the women nlhowe bury Lunds in ffiuning
aad needlework helped forward the labors of the tab-
oinacle. For fervency of prayer—as Hannab, Yor

. patient waiting for God, in daly fasting and prayer—
a3 Aana. For tho cordial enterimnment of Gud’smes-
scuzer for 1lis sske—as the Shunanate wowman, as
Lydie, and as one of the gospel Marys.  For courtesy
wamee s'ranger—as Rebekab,  For, huundiity and
patience—as the aged Naocwi; and fur faitbful and
devoted aflcction—as the beloved Ruth, In Thesa-
Jonice, rot only “ devout Grecke,” 10t only humble
rerson3, but “clief wonen not a few,” were among
the lirst to receive the Gosped at the preacting of Paul
2ad Sidar; and amony the learned of Atliens, an Arc-
opagite cannot become a belicver wi Lout a woman,
Daearis, to jcin vwnb him.  In what have men been,
i fine, renowaed, wheteln sane women have not
Yeen remarkable 2 Liwisdom, in fand, in charity, in
love to the word, in regard for this eervanty, in f.r-
vent aftection, and in the desjre ot heavenly things—
1f men have suffered imprisonments, cruel poreccs.
tions, and bonds for Ch.i:t —women tave done 1o les..
When parsccuting Saoln .de bavos of the Chureh,not
only mien bug women were totn from thele bomes and
eomnitted to prisonj and Liscommis:ion bal «qually
injutlous respeet by the beiievers,  whether ticy Were
men or wrment  And, alttongb we confine our itlu:-
tatihns chielly totle Saipture itselfy it wery inpoei-
bls in men jsning these, not to call to miud the nu-
merous illustrious women whe, in a later age, were
tortured, wot accepting delivaranze, that they might
obtsin a Letter resurrection, and wko might say-wih
Anoe Akew ig the prison-house:—
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“ L am not ehe that Ly,

M nu erto let fall,
Yor every deyslyngo myss;

My shippo’s substaneyal.”

N1y, wore than this, have not the femalo worthies of
the Sznpture offen, in many respecte, surpassed the
mon oLihoie day and generation ?  \Vho entertained

Clilst vo much, so devetally, and so otten ss Martha
aod Mary?  Who are many texts noted to havo contis.
butod to our Lord’s necessities, but women 2 Whio,
of ull the ordmary folleswers of Christy tack note of the

placo whero lie was buried, but women 2 Who fiest
went 10 the sepulebra to anvint his body with sweet
epices, but women 2 [n Acts 16, 13, we may read cf
o congregation of women to whom Paul preached,
being gatbiorol toguther at tho accustomed placo of
prayee, as being wore forward in theie fah, it would
seem, at that tiue, thau the mon,

* Boma unght count it tedious, wern wo to mention
all the notablo things vaported concerning women in
the boly Suriptures, and tho excellent graces that wate
bestowed upon thom. Yet may wo not pass without a
thougbt, the knowledge which priscilla shared with
frer busband, in the minietry of the Gospel, which
quatified bur 00 less then han, to fustruct even the
sluquent Apolios ; nor Jois and Eubice, by whom the
well-boloved Timothy was trained up in the knowledge
of the tloly Scripturis g nor Persie,* who labored much
in the Lord"—as many other woman did.,  But not to
dwull furtberon particular instances, it may be well
worth our wlile 10 note onv great matter that desorves
to Lo mentioned to thair praise, and to be hell in ever-
iasting remewbrance.  We bave read ol men once
beld in high esteem who becamo apostates— Doinas,
Alexander, L'biletus. and others ; but aever, by name,in
all the New Testament, of a woman who had onco been
reckoned amony the saints. This is great bonot. But
uot only have women been thus honored with extra-
ordinary uifis; they have been otherwiso favored with
specisl marks of sitention from the Lord, To whom
but unto women did Chist appear after hig resurrve-
tion 7* Of what act did He ever ro speak as to ren-ler
it averlastingly memorable, but cf that woman's xho
poured upon his feet her alabarter Lox of precions
ointment; 3nd to whom he promised that, whenever
in the wholo world bis Gespil ehoulil bo preached,
there sbould ber work of fuith be Leld in remem.-
braoce !’
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A Test or CunmstiaxtTy.—The heart is ofien
more refiable than the bead in the judament it forrs
of Chiistian truth and character. Many professed
tkeptics are instinctive believers, and their fith some-
times thows itself unconsciously in worke, a3 the fol-
lewing ‘ncident witnesses :—

A Clristian gentlewan had occi-ion - to, travel
throuzh & thinly and newly-sctiled part of the Wejtern
counwry ; his companion was a wan of intelligence,
but of infidel ,opinions, who was fond of discu-sion,
and tried to beguils the way by urging arguments
azainst the truth of tho Chiistian rel'gion. 'The
tLinly settled section of the country throsgh which
they were paning was iubabited by a peopie of bad
reputation, and it had been sumored that travellers
bad scflered futal viclzace from them when they were
within their power. .

As taverns were unknown, our travellurs were
compe.led to tiust 10 the hospitality of those of' whom
they could not but entertuin secret fesr. On one
ovc.sisn, as tbe evening closed in, they sought a
lodging-place in a log cabin, fir remote fiom other
habitanons.  They anticipated but litile ccimnfort and
wery induced tu bedieve that it would be a weasure of
sacty to watch alternately during the night.

Adthey were about 1o retire to their rude beds,
thoir bost,. v hegs exterior bad excited iheir Jdistrust,
proceeded to a skelt, touk down 2n old and wuch
worn Bible, and infouming Lis visitors 1kat ot was his
custom to worship God in bL's fumily, he read and
prayed in so s'mple a manner as tusecure the esteem
of the travellers. “They retifed to rest, slept soundly,
and theught no nore of alternate watching.

In the mouing, the Cbristisn requestedt his infi-lel
cempanion 1o 81y whedier the religous exercises of
the procening day bad not dispellad every particle of
distrust sn theie host's charactar, and had not enabled
hun to close his eyes in the wott confident securivy.

e was evidently embarpasced Ly the question ; but
at last he admirted that the sight of the Bibls .bad
seenmred a sound night’s reste

Hery was a testinony cextorted from an iufilel in
favor of the inflaence of a religion wkich hie akepticals
ly asaild. 1le could not harbor a fear of vivlence
feom one who was i the daily habi* of bending his
knee befure Gul. 'L e very creciion of the family
altar rendered tho house a eccuro asylom. Whs

would not bea Cb i-tian 2 Who woulil be au infidel ?
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NRNAT-=WHAT AND WUERR 18 1T ?

Herat was formerly 1lio oapital of Khorassin, I ls
a aity of no groat architectural puo temlong, whateven
msy bo its lmpottanca of situation. Dlaced upoa a
spacious and Lighly cpltivated plain, it covers an area
of four cqquare uuler, ard is surrounded by a lofiy
wall and ditehs  On the western face of tho wall
thera stands upon a mound uw st - square caatle,
thinked withtowers at the anglee. Loature las addeq
a wall of mountaine, which endjiele the plain ; tha
tiver Ilerivood tlowing across thio latter, and emptying
ibellinte thy Caspian, near Zawebs  ‘The plan of tha
town is as follows:—On cach fuee of the wall js a
gate—1two un the northan—and from eich pate thery
runs to the cintio of tho aity a spacious and wolle
supplicd Yozaar, On cach ade of the b:ziars aco
public fov stuine, in addition to thoro enjoyed by al-
wmost overy separato house, and the etreet leading
from tho southern gate to the cattle market is covercd
with a vaultud roof.  Merat is not remarksble for its
puldic buildinge. ‘Tbo principal are the residence of
the Lrince and the chief morque ; the forintr, a mean
building, with an open tquaton front, and a gallowa
in the centro ofthe square,—tho laiter, once a magni-
ficent buillingy covering a epace ¢f eight bundred
square yarde, has for some time been falling into decay.
Thg site of this ity is importsnt, sad as it is tho ew-
porium ofths comwerce caviled on Letween Cabul,
Cashuiere, Bokhara, Hindoran, and Deraa, it enjoys
a vory extensivo trade. Tho asticles ol commerco
whicl come to it ate shaw's, raw sugar, chintz, wus.
lin, leather, and Tartary skins, which the inbabitants
export lo Meshod, Yezd, Kerman, lipatian, and Tehe-
ran, receiving in return dollars, ica, chinaware, broal
cloth, copper, pepper, and sugar-candy. 1is staple
comu.odities are sitks, sailron, and assafaiida, which
are axported to Hindostan. Ite gardens abound in
mulberry trees for tho use of tha nlk-wortne, srd the
pluins and Wills near the city grow the asea’'wtidai—
‘Fhe feriibty of the zoil is preaty and yields atundant
crops of wheat, batley, and every kind of fruft Anown
in Persla, - The abundanco of roses which grow in 1he
vicinity of tho city bas procured for it the pawmo of
Sarqultzar, or City of the Roses. Tbe population Joes
not exceedi 100,000, 10,000 of whom ave foreiggers,
Patans, tinddor; the remiainger bewng: Affzhane. ‘The
catile sre small and few in number ; the broad tailed
sheep abtundant.  ‘Thus the potsesmien of Herat is o

matter of great woment to Persia.—Morning Adceriiser
Correspondéh - “w o
spondeht.
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Tur New Muran ArvsiNtst—Alumeaum s
conlained in clay in the proportion of frem 20 to 25
per cent.  (Greenland eryoliie con:ists of alut Snum
18 per cent., scdium nearly 83 per cent., und fluorine
54 per cent.)  Itis of a bright and shining white, in-
termadiate Letween the color of silver and that of pla-
tina,  [tis lighter than glaes; its tenadity is considere
sble; itis worked by the bamuwer with the greatesy
facil ty,and itmay be drawn into wira of cxtrems
fineness; it melts at a temperatorg lower than the puint
of fus:on of silver. Ilcre is a st of characteriztics su~
ficient to entitls this simple body totake ravk with tka
metale of dwly use in the arts; but its chemical pro-
perties render it sull more valuable.  Aluminom is a
metal completely unalierable by the stnospbere; if
may bo exposed wibout tarnabing, both to dry uir and
to mois$ ar. Whalst our usual metuls—such astin,
lead, und zine—whin 1ecently cutylo o their bright-
ness when eaposed to damp sir—aluminum, under b
same circumrtances, temiins as biilliant as gold, pla
tina, ur silver; it is even superior ta the last of thesd
wetals as to sesistance o the acticn of the atmospbere
In Gt dilver, when cxposed to sulphuratad bydroges
nae, is aitacked by it, ard rurns speedily black; and
consueptently, mlver aticles, ¢fer a long exposute &
atmosphicric air, are dulled at last by emall quantitied
of sulphuated bydiogen gae, which are aceidentally
cembined wah the air.  Aluminum, on the contrary,
oftets 3 peifact restance ta the acton of sulpborated
hydrogen, and in this respect dlaims a notable supers-
onty over silver.  Again, aluminum decidedly resisls
the action of acids ; azotic.or sulphuric aculs, applied
cold, produco no effect whatever. Thin plates of

uluminium may be kept immerscd i azotic or sulphe-

sic acid without suffering dissolution or even injury.—
Cllorydic acid alone atiacks and dissolves it. Tho
advautages to be detived froma metal endowed with
such qoalities are casy to bo understood, Lis futuro
place as a raw material in all eorts of industrial appdi-
cation is undoubted, and we may expect goon totee
it io some abiape or other in the bande of the civilized

world ai large .~ Houschold 1erds.



