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ROBERT ELSMERE AGAIN.

An Robert Elsmerc re’igion may look at-
traceive under the manipulatious of the nov-
elist, but it i3 a pror thing for practical life
or a dying hour. Imiginati mean portray it
in glowing colors, but when. the ideal de.
scends to the real itsimpracticiluess appears,
Some enthusiasss, impressed by its beautifal
represencatioa on payer, hive been endeavor-
ing to give it an orgwizad life in London,
bue it has not worked well. It has rna
azainit cersain dissgeeeanle facts, which were
ignore L in the nove! which gave it fascin-
ation. A:tual test has robbed it of its glam-
or and force, It lask: a substantial basis
and staying guslities.  Fatlurs is alvealy
written upon 1t.  Its promuters have besn
zealous, but intevest is laggiog in it, and dis.
couragemenl and disaster threaten it. It is
said that it is waaing for want of ‘a pro-
phet.” It has no one to pat into it the pro-
phetic fire, force, contidence and endowm:znt
which attract the maltitade.  Much mogey
has been spent upoa it, but all has been a
denl logs. The truth is, it has no Caristain
heart to inake it a sustiiuing power ; no di-
vine gra:e to quicken it under the adverse ;
no Saviur for the lost ; and no rezenerative
Spivit to transform caaracter and fe.  The
gospel is alone adapted for the needs of hu-
mnity, and all substitutes for it must end
disastrously. — Phil. Pres.

DR. ALEXANDER DUFI.

Alexander Duff was born April 25th,
1806, in Auchnitoyle, Scotland.  His pa-
rents were pour but godly, and he was early
taugat the word of God aud early learned to
love and serve the Saviour. He had three
booka that he loved to read and study while
a boy. Taey were the Bible, Paradise L st
and the poeticil works of Dugald Buchanaa.

At the age of fifteen years he was pre-
sented with 8100 by his father toward his ed-
ucatioa at the naiversity, and from that time
he was dependent upon his own exertions
for mesns to finish his education avd to care
for himself.

When but twenty-three years of age he se-
cured an appsintment as a wissionary to Ia-
din, and on August 12, 1829, he was or-

dained. Soon afterward ha was mavried to
a Miss Drysdale, ant on October 14, 1829,
he and his wife saifed from Ingland, the
first missionaries sent to [ndia by the Church
of Scotland,

On the way they were shipwrecked twice,
and it was eight months befure they reachud
Calcutta.

Ou the 12th of July, 1830, he commenced
a school in Culentta, wbhich from a begin-
ning of five scholars, became finally a mis-
sionury college attruded by 800 natives of
different castes, IFor thirty years he was a
lea ler in misstwonary matter in Indiaand then
veturned to Sc¢rtland, where he was made
the Convener of the Foveign Mission Com-
mitte of the Free Church of Scotland and a
professor in the Bdmburgh University. He
died Februuwy 12, 1878, Ris name will al-
ways be cherished as one of the noble band
of missi-mary heroes whose words and ex-
ample geeatly blessed the heathen world aud
ingpired the Church at home.—7%e Gospel
in Al Lends.

ROMP®ES PROTFESSIONS,

Rome professes great liberality in Protes-
ta.t lands. Her authorities are sharp envugh
to see that only in this way have they any
chance to gain eonverts and. to increase their
wiluence,  {f they should carry ous she pol-
icy which chava:terizes them where they are
in the asc ndent, they would ancagonize :t
oncez all liberal-m.nded mea and run counter
to the spiiit of the people.  But while recog-
niziog their rights 1 a ianld of religious free-
dmmn, we should not shut our eyes to the
prozcriptive charucter of their organization,
und to their illiberality whe:e they occupy
the field. The late efforts in Romish coun-
tries to do honor to Huss and other Reform-
ers have been resisted and censured by Ro.
mnanists ; and in  Austiia, through their
scheming, the school question is threatening
a ministerial crisis. A document prepared
and urged by them requires that their chil-
dien ¢hall not be “‘contaminate I” by associ-
ation with the children of other comiun-
ions ; that the teachers in the scho:ls shall
be of their faith, and receive the endorsement
of the priests ; thar uo word shall appear in
any of the text books oftznsive to thy Roman
Cutholies ; and that the schools shall, in all
places and iu all respects, be subject to the
Romish church.  Tnis is certaialy a high-
hauded procedure and shows a bold aggres-
siveness ; yet it is the position which that
church would like to assume in our country
if it dared.  Unless resisted and checked it
may, one day, become as presumptous and
arbitrary in its educational demands.—P. P.




