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ORTARIO CROPS.

The final crop bullotin for the provinco of
Ontario bas beon issued. The yicld of fall
wheat is about two bushels per aore loss than
last year, being placed at 17.2 bushels per
| acre, making a total crop of 15,078,000
pushels.  This is about 1,000,000 bushels
more than the total crop of last year, owing
to tho larger a1 va of winter wheat harvested
% this year. The nrea was about 185,000 sores
# inexcess of the pravious crop.

Spring wheat is also about two bushels per
B oo under last year in yield, but tho total
8§ crop is 8 little greator than that of 1895,
R owiog to the incrensed area. As compared
K® with tho annual average arca and yield for
BE . cries of years provious to 1896, thereis a

M falling off in both spring and fall wheav this
year. DPrevions to 1890 the area of spring
wheat averaged 560,009 a~res for nine years.
Itfell 10 228.000 acres in 1895, and increased
glightly i0.1896. Spring wheatas a crop is
pracsically out of tho race 1n Ontario, the
total erop for the past two years amouuticg
to only abou. R.500,0C0 bushels annually, ora
totel crop of winter aud spring wheat of about
18,600,000 bushels for 1895. ‘The area of
wigtor wheat, though larger in 1896 than
dariog the two provious years is still slightly
under the annual average previous to 1891,

Barley, like spring wkeat, is a much less
important crop than it was a fow years ago,
Thoanoual average area of barl-y for somo
258 previous to 1889 was 764,000 acres. It
fell to 462,000 acres in 1895, this being the
amallest arax reported since the decline began
in1690. Theyield this year was 27.4 bushels
per acro, being about two bushels per acre
greater than last year, and the total crop of
12,669,000 bushels is about 575,000 bushels
mure than last year.

Last year the crop of oats in Ontario was
g very large, the crop of 84,897,000 bushels
3 being the largest on record by about 10,000,
J¢ 000 bushels, This is due to increased aros,
The yield was 84.2 bushels per acre this year,
hich is an <verage yield compared with
revious years, but 13 bushels per acre less
ban last year. Tho area sown to oats this
ear was the largest on record, being 2,423,-
¥ acres or about 50,00 acres more than 1n
895.

0f the minor crops, buckwheat, beans,
tye, potatoes, roots, corn, etc,, all show a
steady increase in the ares, and somo of
thess are beginning to assume & position of
rousiderable importaoce, Curn, forinstance,
isnow & more important crop in Ontario
than spring wheat, the area this year being
317,000 acres and the yield 24,071,000 bushels.
Bisides this 179,000 acresof corn were grown
for green fodder. Corn will evideatly soon
lead barloy in importance,

Inpoint of ares, peas come after oats and
winter-wheat only, among the grain crops,
and last year the ares of poas exceeded winter
wheat. This year winter wheat slightly ox-

is
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oods peas 1n area, The yield of peas this-

yoar is placod at about 17,500,000 bushels,
being aboud 2 bushels per acre greater than
last year in yield,

Somo 2,426,700 acres are given to hay and
clover orops, yioclding 93 of a ton per acre,
compared with .73 last yeor and 1.85 as an
average crop. This indicates a short hay
crop for two ysars in succossion,

Tho growing crop of fall wheat is deseribed
as promising and the area is larger than that
havyested this year.

Regarding fraits the bulletia says. The
crop of apples was enormuus and thousands
of Yarrols of good app'es were gmng tu wasto,
Prices paid to growers varied from 40 to G0c
per barrel, for which the growers were
exoeoted to pick the fruit, board the packers,
and haul) the barre!s toaud Irom the railway
points. Someo preferred to fead the apples to
livo atock.

Inlive stock, the number and valuo of
horaes shows a considerable decrease in recent
years, Cattlaabout hold tharown in number.
Sheep have dropped off about 200,000 as com-
pared with the two previous years. Hogs
are & little fower than last year, but the
number has increased steadily during recont
years,

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

It is a metter for regret that sou littlo in-
terest is taken in municipal affairs in Wie-
nipeg. “The rec:ut civic elections aroused
very little interest in the city.. ‘The mult:-
plicity of candidates for the position of
mayor scomed rather to detract from the
usual interest taken in tho elections, Though
there were five candidats in the field for
mayor, the contest was really between
ex-Alderman Hutchings ana Alderman
McCreary, ond between thess two it was
quite closo, as the result of the poll showed.
Mr Hutchings had a strung and 1nflaential
support, but the propoenderance of the labor
vote in favor of Mr. McCreary, gave him
the victory.

The mayor-elect has been accused of play-
ing rather too much to the gallery i tho
past, in his position as alderman. This s
porhaps excusable if he had in view, (as
doubtless ho did) the attainment of the
higher aonor of the mayoralty chair. He
bas now secured this honor, and it is guate
possible that he may surprise s oppouents
in the roanrer in which he will fill the
position.  He is not without considerable
sbility, and he certainly has plenty of encrgy
and ambition. Thore is ample room for the
display of all these qualifications in the
management of the affairs of the city. The
need of ability und encrgy is apparent to all,
As regards ambition, we do not mean
mere personal umbition, but the ambi-
tion to conduct the affairs of the city so
suceeasfally es to pive satisfection to the
citizens. Mr. McCreary- is perhaps in a
position to devote more time and attention
to civic rlairs than a business man with
hoavy persenal responsibilities upon his
shoulders could do. Mr, MeCreary was not

. the choice of The Commereial, but if he will

got down to business aad suceced 1o intro-
ducing the reforms so urgently needed-in ‘our

|

oivio affairs, we will promiso him support for

sotond term,

The three by-laws, to provide for the con-
struction of a now systew of water-works,

gas works and electric lighting, weroall de- |

feated, not becauso tho city is not urgeuntly’

in need of at last a now water-works system,
but bocauss of the feeling of mistrust in the
way oivie affaira aro handled. Tho water-
works question is certainly & vory urgent
matter, and it is to bo hoped the now council
will tako hold of this matter oporgstically
and place it before the citizens in sucha
shape that it will meet with their approval,

BAWK OF OTTAWA.

A very full report of tho recent annual
meeting of the Bank of Ottawa will o found
on another page. The financial statement
shows that the bank has ebjoyed a satisfac-
tory year's baisiness, notwithstanding the
unfavorable commercial conditions which
have prevailed during the past twelve
months, The net profits of the tark for the
year, after full allowance had been made for
bad and doubtful debts, were about §200 300,
Tneusual dividends ware paid thstockhesde oy
the rest account was increared by 845.000,
aud a balatice to the goed of about 815,000
was carried over. The slight decrease in the
carnings of the bank, as comgpared with last
year, vas stated by the president to bo due to
lower interest rates and a larger allowance
for doubtful debts. The president veiers in
his address to an importint suit which was
decidad favorable to the bank during the
past year, involving the right of the bank to
hold property on which advances had teen
made, as sgainsy tho general creditors of an
estate. This is a matter which i3 of interest
to merchants, and particularly to jobbers.

Mr. J. R. Monk, manager of the branch of
the Bank of Ottawa in Winnipeg, reports
tbat the bank has enjoyed a very satisfectory
business in the West this year. The busi-
ness of the bank has steadily expanded here,
and this year has excceded any previous one
in the volume of business, while payments
have been very satisfactory.

EDITURIAL NOTES.

WHEAT i3 not peaxly as important a crop
ir the United States a3 many peopls ap-
pavently tinnk b is. Ii is excesded in value
by corn, hay and cotton, the value of the
corn crop being more than double that of
wheat, whilo the value of the hay erop is also
very muck greater. When live steck is
taken into account, whoat takes the saventh
place ag a farm product, being exceeded in
value by cattle, horses and mulch cows, ac-
cording to official statistics -for 1895. The
importaunce of wheat is vastly over-estimated

-

on account of the fact that wheat is o great .

speculativo commodity. The speculative
sales of wheat are vastly in eoxcessof the
actual quantity of the commodity handled,

* * *

SOME of the western pupers have devoted
considerable avtention of la‘o to the question
of Indian education. It is certamly vei-y
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