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THE SEASON AND ITS LESSONS,

Advices from the country indicate that tho
grain crops aro turning out oven better than
was expected, The great bulk of the threshing
semains to bo done, but this work has progres-
sed sufficiently to indicate muro clearly than
could havo boen catimated horotofore, what the
result will bo. Roports froin threshors are as
a rule vory favorable. The grain is turningout

a heavicr crop in many districts, than was
thought possiblo a fow weoks ago. This infor-

mation is very gratifying. Itisnow acortuinty
that our wheat surplus will fully cqual all
reasonable estimates herotofore made, and the
moro conservative estimates will be consider-
ably distanced, The yield of all grains is sim-
ply phenomenal. In individual instances,
yiolds of oats up to betwoen 90 and 100 bushels
per acro, are vouched for, and in wheat, many
claims are mado of yields varying from forty to
fifty bushels per acro, Altogether the country
has been abundantly favored this year, The
large sales of binder twine and threshing
machines, prove that the crops have beon very
heavy, and we have further evidence to this
effect in tho large movement of wheat to mar.
ket. Notwithstanding the late season, and the
desire of farmers to get their plowing done,
there has been o movement of wheat unequal-
led in any provious year. Tho large yield of
wheat is the more remarkable, in view of the
fact that tho crop was reduced both in quantity
and quality, by unfavorable climatic conditions
during harvest timo. Though thero has cer-
tainly been considerablo loss on account of the
unfavorable features noted, yet evan after
allowing for this reduction, the crop is still
simply enormous. It is safe to say, that no
couniry in the world can show & record of as
large a number of bushels of grain, in propor-
tion to agricultural population, as has been
harvested in the prairie rogion of Western
Canada this year. But for some unfavorable
spells of weatber during harvest, our record
would have been very much better than it
really is. e have no reason to complain,
howovery of the result, as it is, and can chal-
lenge tio world to make a bettor showing.
Now that the crop is safely in stack or iu
granary, and that the growing ard harvest
periods are past, we may take a glance back-
ward, with the object of drawing some lessons
from the experiences of the scason. One point
which is very ovident, is, that many of our
farmers try to do too much work in too short a
time. Ovorreaching is almost a general feature
of farming in Maaitoba, Many farmers put in
more crop than they are able to handle, and
when it comes to the harvest season, help is
scarco and wages high, and thoy find it impos.
siblo to obtain men to assist them in gathering
theiv crops, On this account grain is left
standing ip the fields an ubrcasonably long
time, where it is subject to damage from un-
favorable weather. A great deal of tho dam-
agoed grain is due to overreaching, 1f farmers

1
would decido to operate on s much smaller

scale, and in o moro caroful manner, wo would
hear less about damaged grain. Say for in.
stance, in tho spring a farmer puts in 300 acres
of wheat, The first 100 acres is sown in good
titno, tho sccond hundred is rathor lato to on-
sure a safe crop, and the third 100 acros is put
in 80 lato as to ho very risky  When it comes
to tho harvest, tho first 100 acros is scouved in
good condition, but tho balanco is backward,
and with help so scarce as it has always beon
here io a fair crop y ar, the lato grain is about
cortain to bo injured beforo it can be harvested.
If tho farmers would content themselves with
as much crop as they can sow in good time, and
harveat within a rcasonable time, they would
tolieve themselves of a great deal of worry and
anxioty. Thoy would not havo as much grain,
but thoy would be reasonably sure of a good
quality, and they would have more time to de-
vote to other work. If many of our farmers
would reduce their wheat acreage, and devote
tho tine instead to stock, dairying, poultry,
otc , they would bo money in pocket, have less
worry, and make a better record for the conn-
try. The injury which the wheat crop has sus-
tained this yoar, we regard as a blessing in dis-
guiso., Had the weather been favorable
throughout, additional encouragement would
have been given farmers to expand their wheat
acreage, to tho neglect of other matters, sud
perhaps with tho result of disaster next year.
Tho lesson of the season is plain. Donotcarry
your eggs all in one basket. Try to do no more
than you can do well.

There is another point which should be re-
ferred to, and one which we have herstoforo de-
voted sono space to. This is the exceedingly
objectionable custom which prevails to o con-
siderable extent, of allowing grain to remain in
stook, with the intention of threshing without
stacking., In order to save the labor of stack-
ing, some farmers will allow their grain to
stand in stook for weeks, till they can securo a
machino to thresh it. Mauny have suffered
from this custom this year. While dcy weather
in the vule here in the fall season, the expori-
ence of the past two years has shown, that it is
not safe to count upon dry weather. Besides,
even should the crop escapa damage from wes,
the quality of the grain is always improved by
tho sweating process which it undergoes in
stack. The cost aud labor of stacking *« so
slight,that 0o risk whatever should be taken in
order to pass over this work, The practice of
threshing from the stook cannot be too severely
condemned.

Credit business has been carried to great ex-
tremes in this country, and we may also be per-
mitted to draw somo conclusions on this ques-
tion. The present season would seem an ad-
mirable one to reduce the general liabilities of
the country, and placo matters on a more solid
basis. Tho farmers ‘especially have been the
victims of the credit svstem. Woe say victims,
because wo beliove that instead of its being an
accommodation, it is an injury to them to be
able to obtain credit so freely. They have been
loaded up with liabilities, have frequently been
placed in uncomfortable positions, and have had
the cost of their purchases greatly increased to
them, through the credit system. The favmer
must pay tributo {0 the credit systam, either

directly or indircctly. If ho does not pay a
straight intorest, ho will pay an enhanced price
for goods purchased on credit. Ia fact, ho fro-
quently pays more for tho privilegoe of buying
on credit, aud has interest added as well. Tho
fucreased cost to the farmor, upon credit pur.
chases of mauny articles, is really enormous,
Farmora should draw a lesson from their past
oxperionces in buying on cradit, This scason
will placo & great many of them in a position of
independence, if they choose to avail thome
selves of the opportuaity. The way to do this
will be to use tho ~ roceeds of their crop to pay
off their dobts, and ondeavor to keop out of
debt in tho future. Many farmers scom to
have a great desiro to increass their holdings of
land, Wae aay it will pay them bottor to buy
their implomeonts and other requiromonts for
cash, and go without tho land, rather than pay
out money {or land and go into debt for imple-
ments, ctc.,, with the possibility of & drop
failure the next season. Farmers would bo
money in pocket very considerably iu the cost
of their purchases, by buying for cash, to say
nothing of tho many articles which they buy,
that they could get on very well without, be.
cause they can get it on credit,

THE MUNICIPAL STTUATION,

Leading citizens of Winnipeg have latoly
silown o disposition to take a hand in municipal
affairs, with the object of endeavoring to elect
a more suitable board of aldermen for the next
term, than we have had in tho past. It is
indeed high time that the better class of our
citizeus should take mnore intereat in municipal
affairs. Efforts have been made in past yoars
to arouse more interest in municipal affairs, but
they have been spasmodic and short-lived, aud
have accomplisned no permanent good, It will
soon be in order to elect o new Loard of alder.
men, and it is to be hoped that a atrong
effort will be put forth to bring out suitable
men,

Our aldormanic board in past years, has
simply been a disgrace to the city, and the
board for the present year is ne exception. We
do not say thore are ro good men in the council,
but good men have been in a decided miuvority
in the present and io the councils of moat past
years. Read over the lists, and see how ymall
the number of really representative mon who
have seived thecity. Blatherakite orators and
street-corner schemers have been moro numer-
ous than men of wisdom and integrity. Who,
for instance, can say that the present board is
composed of a majority of persons who are
competent and trustworthy guardians of our
civic interests?

This state of things in Winnipeg should be
speedily terminated. The citizens should be
thoroughly aroused and made aware of the
nzcessity for decisive action. The indiffarenco
which our basiness men have shown to taking an
active part in municipal matters, should no
longer be wmaintained. Business men of all
others aro tho losers from the mismanagemont
of civic affairs, and they should be the firat to
lond their influence and assistance in endeavor-
ing to correct evils in the civic administration.
It is a mattor of the greatest rogret, that our
prominent business men and representative




