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TUE CUSTOIS DIFFICULTY.
The investigation made by the Winni-

peg board of trade, regarding tho refusai
of the custonms authorities to sanction the
shiprnont of grain from ianitobo via the
Nortiiern Pacifie flsilway, prctty effectu-
ally disposes of the contentions of the
Minister of Custeinsq, et Ottawa, in con-
nection therewith. This niatter lias hieen
referred te in these colunins oî. pî*evious
occasions, but ia order that our readers at
An distance inay clcarly understand the
nature of the difficulty, it wiIl perhaps
bo advisable to preface reinatks by a fev
explanatory notes.

Duritic last fnBl a branch of the Nor-
thern Pacifie Railway wvas coînpleted te
the Manitoba boundary at West Lynne,
wvîth the objeet of connecting wvith the
Red River Valley Railway. The failure
to complete the latter rond of course pro-
vented the Northern Pacifie f roin eing
any great service te the Province this
season. Stili it wvas thoughit grain grown
in the district around WVest Lynr.e and
Enmerson could ho shipped by the North-
cru Pacifie, and thus have the advant&ge
of cempetition ln freights. Grain se
shippcd wvould have te go threuglh in bond
or be subject te duty on enteriîîg the
United States, and again on re-entering
Canada.

In due course of ime applications wvere
mnade by grain shippers te the customs
nuthorities for the usual certifieates te
enable thin te sW- grain in bonîd via the
N'orthern Pacifie te Onîtario. These ap-
plications wvere refused, and nîthougli cor-
respondence was carried on with Ottawa
in the natter, the custois authorities
remained firm iu their dog-,iin-thie-mangcr
policy. *Thus in the face of a Liost severe
gtrain blookade al] over the Province, grain
shippers at the points naxned werc pre-
vcnted frein availingf themselves of the
facilities and lower rates offered by the
itorthern Pacifie Railway, though that
rond was completed to the hou ndary right
at their doors. Jurt across the boundnry,
in the 'United States, wheut vas; bringing
six ta ten cents uiore per bushel than
coula be paid on this sida of thie )îne, 0w-
ing ta tho coinpetitien there enjoyed, yet
by the arbitrary policy of the Dominion
authoritips, Canadiîin shippers were pro-

vented frein availing thenmeelves of tho
cotupetition offered

This briefly explains the situation.
Nowv for the other sida eof the question.
Tho Canadian Minister tif Custouis at Ot-
tawa declares that iL would bc entirely
fereiga te tho bondîng systeni to certify
te wheat loadcd in cars in the United
States. He gees furtiier and states that
it wvas impossible te give certificates neces-
sary te bond the wlicat tlîrouglî ta Onta-
rny, wvben it liad ta be loaded inte the
cars lu the Uuit-,d States. Thms are the
only excuses offered, wvhieh it will bo seen
are increly equivocatiens, and actually un-
truc by the following facts:

'Up to the year 1880, and previous ta
the construction of the railway into Man-
itoba via Einersoni, grain wves shipped
yearly frein Manitoba, loaded in cars ia
the United States, and taken through te
castern Canada in bond. Theoenly dif-
ference betwveen the shipments made pi-e-
vious te 1880, and the present case is,
that whereas the grain wari then loaded
ini cars inany miles fron the Canadian
boundnry, now the cars would be loaded
riglit at, the boundnry. In the case of
theso former shipments the grain ivas
loaded into barges ln sacks and taken up
the Red River aud into the United States
territory, a distance uf over 100 miles,
before it wvas placed in the cars. In the
present case, the grain wvould ho loaded
in the cars within a fe'v rods of a Cana-
dian customs house and under the
supervision of a Canadian customs
officer. So far as the United States
custenis are concernied, there would
bc ne trouble wvhntever about bonding
the wheat, the Winnipeg board of trade
hiaving received the nîost positive assur-
ance that the customis offieials oin the otîei-
%ide of the line would do everythiîîg lu
their powevr to facilitate such shipments,
and that there was nething connccted
therewith tc; interfere iii any way with
the United States custoins regulations.

PART 0F THE POLICY.
.Another article Wj this issue deals with

tic custems difficulty regardin g the ship
ment of wheat froin Manitoba via the
Northiern Pacifie R'y. A little investiga.
tionhas placed this matter in its true liglit
and nmade it clear tixat the whole zffair la
only iu kepîng with the narrow.minded
policy of the Dominion Governiinent, lu
discriminating against everything
ini the interests of thq 0. P. Railway.
The refusai te sanction the shipment of

grain in tlîis wvay is another direct dis-
crimntation agninst the ivterests of Mani-
toba, iii aid of railway m-onopoly, and it
shows to what smnali things the Govern-
nient will htcop, te enforce that policy in
overy particular. Althîough there is dou-
ble the grain in tic country that the C.
P. R. lias shown itseif competent te han-
dle, yet the shipment of a fewv cars o!
wvbeat front the Enuerson market, vizt the
Nortliersi Pacifie, is blocked by an arbi-
trary and unfrieixdly lino of uiction on tho
part of the Canadian cuistoms author-
ities.

How strnngcly le this pelicy of the l)o-
niinieîx Goverumnent in comiparison. with
that of the Govertrnienp o! tho United
States. The C. P. R. corporation bas re-
ceiv-ed nothing but the mnost friendly
treatiicn freui Lte United States,
aud its large trafflo drawvn freux
the United States has been la every wvay
facilitated by the government of that
country. In retumu for such friendly
treatnxent, the Dominion steps in te block
the shipnxent of a few cars of wheat by a
'United States rond. Thron-h the suifer.
once o! the Aincrican authorities, the C.
P. R. han been allowed tocomPe te actively
for the trafic of Amlenican rail-
ways, and especially to compete against
LteNorthern Pacifie railway, 'shlilst the
latter is prevcnted in every possible way
freni participatinfg in Canadian*traffie.
The Canadian rond, buiît -with publie
fuuds, is shown every favor lu the United
States, wlîilst the Northern Pacifie is,
blbc.ked eut of Canada. .

IL was long age urged that te narrew-
mninded pelicy o! disallowante and trade
exclusiveness, worthy of a Chinese gev-
ernuxent of a century ago, anxd forced up-
on Western Canada by the .Dominion,
was ln danger of jeopardizing internation-
al relatioxxship with the United States.
Theugh disallowance was actually used to
prevent the construction of railways in
Manitoba, wvbich had received a charter
from the Manitoba Legislature, yet prac-
tically iL xecat -the blocking .of United
States ronds eut e! Western Canada. SucIt
a policy 18 certainly unfricndly tewards
the United States, ln vieNv o! the fricndly
treatment accorded Canadian ronds ln that
country. Thîis atili more arbitrar- move
of refusiug te grant custems facilities to
rhip whez t via the Northera Pacifie, is
another very unfriendly net to'wards a
United States railway.

It la therefore ne wonder that atten-
tien at Washingten lias been drawn te-


