1 THE CRITIC.

[ron TuE cmitio.]
TO WINTER.

Rough Winter Inughs loudly with glee,
Ho slinken hia hoar locks o er tho carth ¢
e rufiles the terrible rea,

And roam fn his resolute wirth,

‘The colid Hfeleas north gives hitn breath
Lre he locks up the lake on the plain ;
1o carries destruction and death,

And hieralils gaunt misery « train,

Hin voice, through the foreat, at nizht

Walls and raves to the trees, as hie flies

{,iko n cumo ; and hio seatter a blight

‘I'n wither the loved thing which dies s

Yet lie Inughs ali the while, anid hie sfng»

Of a fisherman's bark, like a speck

On the watem, and steetchea his wings .
‘I'o o erhelm it with rufn and wreck. .

White Winter ; he mocks at the sun

Until the winds blow from the south s
Then he knows that Lis relen is nigh done,
And surlily closea his mouth

He creepa to his cold icy home,

And nureea his wrath, an he dreamns

Of tho ahiort daya and lonr nights to come,
When he shall ride on with loud screame,

[ror Tue cuitic.|
THE NORTH-WEST INDIANS.
v,

The Iudians have a most wonderful fuculty of color, with which they
all soem to bo gifted ; and to this thoy add a method of treating what thoy
copy from nature in a conventiounl mannor truly delightful to contemplato.
Give a squaw some delicate flower to work out in beads and she will do it
in her own way, not producing a servile copy, but retaining tho distinctivo
character and shades of color 8o that thero is no mistakiog them. A friend
of mine, who did not understand this method of treating flowors for the
purposes of art, onco eaid on scoing tomo bLead work on a pair of moccasins,
ropresenting o proirio-rose, that it was a very crude attempt at imitation and
not at a'l liko the original , but that ia just wheto hio made tho mistake. An
exact copy it certainly was uot, but throughout the design, the rose charac-
teristics wero clearly defined, making it moro acceptable in its place as an
ornamont than if the original had Leen transferred in foto.

To this color faculty may also bo added one of imitation, as I have
slated ; and an intricate design they can copy to the minutest detail without
any mechanical help or measuroments, but wainly by tho unaided oye.
This is not g0 muech fo boe wondered at, when we consider that through
generations their perceptive facultios havo become enormously developed, to
the entire exclusion (wo may say) of their reasoning facultios.

‘Tho squaws decorate all manuver of objects with their bead work—moc-
casine, loggings, tohacco pouches, firebage, knife-sheaths, articles for hoad
goar, and other parts of their dress, ete. I was shown not long since a vory
handsoro deer skin coat, part of the uniform of tho Battleford Rifles. On
the front wero two ruws of bead work, each about 3 or 4 inches wide,
unning from the collar to the waist. Tho deer-ekin collar fitted close
aror 1 tho neck like that of an ordinary tunic. Around this, and falling
on tho shoulders, was a broader ono of bead work, aud tho wrist bands were
of the same, all this bend work was composed of flowers, with stems, buds,
and leaves, worked on black cloth and sewn on the coat. The base or
ground-work of the design was of a dark blue shado of smaller beads which
allowed tho flowers to stand out a8 it were from tho background. At all the
seams of the coat, which were down the backs of tho sleoves, and in front
::ind at tho back of the body, long shreds or ribbons of deorskin hung

own,

It would appear from the description to bo somewhat bawdry ; but far
from it. The artistic bead woirk on the bufl ground of the deerskin, and
the restless motion cf tho ehreds at every turn of the body gave it a
picturesque and lively sir, suggestive of the prairio wilde, and the individ-
ual who woro it would secm o take on and iuspire a peculiar reckleesnoss ;
oue would sooner mcet a mare ordetly soldicr as a foe, than one clothed in
this garb.  All deer skin clothing, such as coats, leggings, ete., is wmado in
this manner, with the shrcds or nibbons at the seams. It strengthens tho
article by allowing the skin to be more thoroughly sewn, and at the samo
time gives effect to nn otherwise crude-lookiug dress.

Another practice prcaliar to these people, and in which they were
form-rly great adepts, is hody paintivg. It is practiced by those not
directly under civilizing ir.fluences, and moro or less by all at their foast, the
¢ Sun-dance,” * White dug feast,” cte. 1 have not had tho pleasuro of
meeting an iodividuil in f417 Jreas of paiut and feathors, nor would any
one express a wish for a secund jntorview 1 have mot many with their
faces disfigured in this manner, quste cnough . .onvince one that an indi-
vidual in nature's full dress, and locking like o demon, would not be very
entertaining.

Thoe squaws paint their faces slso on certain occasions, and in this respect
they have anticiputed our whito sisters who pencil their eyobrows and adorn
their checks with ronge. They have not yet taken to wearing bangs or to
charming the youug bucks with smiling rows of whito ivory (porcelain)
othor than their own. Future genorations will probably seo these advanced
ideas of ours, tdgether with many others, adopted by them. But where will
the Indian thon be? Extinct? No! but absorbed into the white blood of

the country.
The young buck or squaw heving obtained the colors necomary for paint-

ing, Lommoncos by putting a fluger into tho most etriking tint and applying
it around tho oyes. Thon bars are ada to radiate from theso joints to
differont parts, 1o portion bding loft untouched. Tho oyes aro generally
mado tho foci in this decorativo business as thoy nntumlly aro of thy faco,
and any ono looking at a faco in this condition is lod by the bars to follow
thom dnrgolly to tho points of intrusion—the oyes. ‘They follow no parti.
oular design aftar the oyos aro markod but just daub it on.  Yollow ochre,
vermilion, or red, black, and bright greor: are the provailing colors. [ don't
know whether thoy ore all minoral, The greon is froquontly very bright,
and with the rod affords quitoa contrast for prominent points.

A rolative of mine many yoars ago, who was in the employ of the
Imporinl Govornmont on Lake Suporior in connoction with Indian affairs,
rolatos an emusing avccdote. Tho prosents, such as blankots, ote, in those
dnys woro distributed by ti:e Homo Govornment through the Commissariat,
now Control Department of tho army. A swall schooner was used in that
district for purposes of transport or frequont oxoursions had to bo mado to
Manitoulin Island which had boon sol apart for the Indians, and named
after ¢ Manitou or Great Spirit,” whom they worshipped in a mystic
manner.  On ono of theso visits & young buck manngm{) to intercopt the
schoonor before it reached the land,and as timo was probably hanging rather
heavily on the hands of the officisls on board, tho young savage was por.
suaded to submit his faco for chromatic docoration under tho hands of my
mischicvous kinsman, who was also somowhat of an artist. Boiug shown on
o pallette, the magical offects of a fow tints from au oil-color box, the young
buck becamo at ouco cagar for business to commonco.  Aftor the operation
had beon completed, much to the satisfaction of all partics, aud with all the
skill tho artist could command, tho Indian set out in his canoo for the
shoro, and soon dropt out of tho momory of those on board In a fow daye,
howover, thoy recoived another visit from the samo individual with three
othors, who all had to bo put undor the artist's handsat thoir earncat roquest,
bofore thoy svould leavo the schooner's deck. This dono, it was thought, ali
comors would bo satisfied ; but tho artist reckoued without his host—the
Indian character was now to him. The noxt day a chiof with fiftesn or
twonty followors came down on a businoss visit to the now famous artiat.
This was too much of a good thing. The official began to think of giving
up his ofticial lifo and and ontering on a new caroer as * Painter in chiof to
tho Indinns of Canada, appointed directly by Manitou.” And besides, the
artist's color-box would bo emptied and it could not bo replenished in theso
wilds, and tho future pleasuses of amatour painting would lave to be fore.
gone till arrival at somo civilized point. A bappy thought struck him.
Thoy had some paints on board which had boon left whon the achooner was
last touched up ; and vermilion amongst them. Just the thing! A plate
was produced with some of the colors on it, and oporations commonced at
once on the chiof. Night drawing near, thoy were dismissed, hinting
howover, thoy could be on hand at an early hour next morning. That
night tho schooner loft the placo, saving tho paint and the artist's feolings,
which weroe inclining slightly towards profanity. If ho or any one painted
Indinns at tho presont day ho would be accused of bringing them back to
barbarisi, so different have idoas become.  \Whon thoy paint now, especially
tho whole body, it would seem as it missionary and other ecivilizing 1n-
fluonces had gone for naught, and that they have fallon right back nto
savagedom. A thoroughly civilized Indian soldom if over cares to paint.

In wriling an articlo on the Nortb-West Indians, I hed merely intended
to touch on the subjoct in a very cursory mannor, but find it has now length.
oned out to ono moro fitting a magazine than a weekly papor, and has, no
doubt, proved tedious {o many readers who do not take an cspecial interest
in theso mattors. To myself and many others, the Indian, in his past snd
prosont, and all that wo can loarn of him as an Ethnological study, is oxten-
sively interesting ; aud as wo see them now on tho dim horizon, retreating
as tho selting sun before the march of a more fitting raco, and ono higher in
the scale of development, it strikes us with sudden wonder that there is an
intonse mystery about all this, and makes us feel at timos that we too are
doomed, aud that our displacement from that horizon is not too far distant.
Como what may, wo know onoe thing, there is beyond, a hopo of immortality,
whatovor changes take place hero.

In closing this article, I will just refer in general to the principal ponts
10 the Indian character, the koynote, I may say, on which shonld hinge all
administration in conuection with his advapcemont.

Naturally, like all native races, they aro governed more by instinct than
reason, and it is a wonder, whon we considar this, that thoy are able to con-
form in tho slighlest degreoto what wo desire of them. Wo who are
oducated througn gencrations of ancestors hardly understand what the true
meaning of an unbridled instinct is, With thom it is the mero impulse that
compels them to do or act according to their feclings ; in fuct, the goverming
forco of their lives. Whatover ressoning powers they possess, act, asit
were, intuitively, and all towards tho one principle of instinct. This 1t s
that makes the uncultured Indian so simple and impulsive, when ho is good
porfectly so, but whon bad, a vaiy demon. Thoy are porfect adepts in the
art of diplomacy, understanding the motive of the white man, or each other,
as far as genoral character is concorned, and ablo to hide their tr1e intentions
under such a natural cloak of apparent fricndliness that they can decive the
keenest individual, They may swear fricndship, and mean the roverso; or
moan what thoy say, without change in thoir counteuance, or bearing
towards you in oither case. So astute aro thoy that thoy will not become
too scrvile or obsequious when they mean mischief (as the white man doey),
but assume an even tenor, for fear it would arouse suspicion, Of courso, oneo?
two may let out, but I speak of their character in gonoral, and I think this
faculty of tho Indian's being able to hido the true motives of his mind without
any rostraint on his part, is not takon suflicient noto of. Wo are ton apt o
tako in all they bave to say in regard to their friendship, and placo implicit

confidenco in it. To lis with thom is pataral ; it is not telling an antruth ia




