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ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL.
A corgespondent. of the Chicago Inter
Ocean has the following ™ description of the
Governmeént Works at Rock Island, - ‘

Rocle Island is.of irregular shape, -about
two yuiles and 8 half in_ length,, fnd three
fourihs of a mile wide,.' The main’channel
o?\“:evMissis'sxppi river, balf a mile wide,
lies between the island and the Iowa shore.
On the southside, between. the island and
the Illinois shore, the channel is only one-
cight ofa mile wide.. Tha foot of the island
between the thriving cities of Davenport
and Rock, Island, is. a l..ostuone bluff, on
which onge stood Fort ... ‘,.:g  a de-
fence against Indians and 24 post in
the- early settlement of the ¢ . .uy. This
areater part of the island has . ~ver passed
from the possegsion of the Goveinment. It
hasa surface of 1,000 acres, lies above the
high water, its shores protected by rooky
le gess, . . .

The present policy of the national Gov.
ernment is to consolidate the arsenals of the
country into two grand establishments, one
on the Aflantic slope, and the other of far.
ger proportions, in a central position on the
Mississippi river ; and for the latter Rock
Teland, hag been'selected. . )

Thongh recommended in 1850 as a suit-
able point for an arsenal, the use of the is~
land for thig purpose mmot decided upon
unyil 185 fn 866 & comimission was ap-
pointed, of “which . General Schofield. was
President, to settle pointa of proprietorship
as to.ihe waler power, and to secure its
title. . )
The questjon of title salisfactorily adjusted

the first. work . undertaken was to develop .

the water power,. For this purpose a dam
of solid masaonry was constructed. imbedded
in the base rock, twenty ono feét high, eight
feet thick at the base and. four at the top
supported by heavy.:
commences on the Illinois shove, in the up-
per part of Moline, and extends down the
channel 1,900 feet. - - -

1t is pierced by thirty seven gates for the
supply of water wheels. The dam is con-
tinued 1,870 feet further along the channel,
by an emhankment sixty feet wide at the
hase, fourfeen at the top and twenty three
faet high, built of stone.with a cement core,
This embankment terminates on the Illinois

shore, turning the channel towards the cen--

tre of the island. . To complete the tail raco
for .the Moline power, a canal was cut
through the point 8t {he head of the dam,
2,000 féet long, emptying inte the channpel
below the Government dam, now building
from the northern extremity of this point
across the chanunel to the island. This ca-
nal is 200 feet wide at the top excavated to
anaveragedepth of eighteen feet most of
the-way through the rock. .- .
as'a magnificént’ public park.

Through the céntrs of the island,from end
to end runs Main avenue, sixteen feet wide,
which is the site for the workshops. Be
tween Main and North avenues are located
the armory -buildings, for the manufacture
of muskets, pistols. sword and -eurbines,
The central’'building will be - 6ccupled as &
forge dnd*¥oRing mill, ‘Beyond 'these; also
fronting -&b6th on Main avenue, are-two
shops {vwWoad- work, and- for patting the
arms togiiber: iBach of ‘the.shops will hiave

a frontage of 234 feet'and :iwd long 'wings |

extending back nearly to;North avenue.
Both wings and front'are sitxty feet wide.
The forge will be only onestory in height;
the others will have two stories and a base.

| favorably, and it is:expected . that.

interforts. This dam’

ment. Each shop covers about one acre.
In rear of each will be storehouses, These
will be devoted to the manufacture of mate-
rial of war—gun carriages, implements, and
equipments, artillery harness, etc. Altoge-
ther it will be seen that there are thirty‘five

‘acres of floor space in the ten shops ‘and ten

storehouses named above. - Thrée of these
shops are nearly completed .and -otheis are:
rapidly building.: - dnot L

The shops now built are of Joliet stone,
roughly dressed, and thid intthick, reégular
courses, The floors are’suppdfted by stone
piers and ‘iron ‘¢olurdns. - The roof frames
are of wicught iroh ‘anrd” -the covering of
slate. The buildings nré very handsome:
and massive, but buitt ‘for* kervice, no at:
tem{gt having bee'x}' made™ it ‘orhament that
would not serve a‘usefal purpose. ©

The motive poweér of the shops will be the
water powerof the Governmen} ¢am above
mentioned, , Provision is tmade for the tur-
bine wheels placed betiween ahe dounterforts
of the dand, which are {wenly five feet high.
These wheels will a1l connéct with ‘a’com-
mon shaft twelve inthes in diameter-and’
700 feet in length, resting upon the top of
the counterforts, "The distance 'frofi ’the
dam to the furthest shops ‘if three-fourths
ofamile. = 7 . 0 Cl DI

The work on the damy. is,nqw, pragressing
t the.ahops
will be supplied with power from it eatly in
the spring of 1873. When all 4he shops are
built, this will be by far the, largest, and
most complete establishment ¢f the kindin
the world. : e

~When driven to its fullest: capacity;:as in-
case of war, & force of from 10,000 te 12,-
000 skilled mechanics will be required.

. The streets on theisland will be paved and
sewered. There will be a wharf for receiving
and shipping goods by water. All the shops
will be connected by rail with the system of
railroads centring here. .

The magazines, laboratories, offices, quar-
ters, barracks, and hospital will be located
near the centre part of the island, and gene-
rally with reference to the shops. Some of
these are built, and others will be erected as-
they may be required. All of them will be’

senal. : B
There are 1,200 men employed an the
work at the present tima. An undertaking.
of such magnitude will of cotrse show but
little progross rom .day to -day. * The work
is in cflicient hands, however, and all will_
be done that is possible for mien to do.
The building at the lower.end of the is-
land, which forms such a prominentland—
mark in: the cities of Davenport -and Rock

present compnehensive plans for the Arsenal,

apolis,. and, this place. ;1% i8.180 feet in.
length, and. has a clock tower, ninety .feet
high. The clock has four dails twelve feet
in diameter, and is one of'the finest in the

| country., Under the present _plans ‘this

building will be used as areceiving and issp-
ing store-room. :

Besides Colonel Flagler, now in charge of
thd Arsenal, the following officets of the re-
gular army are-at ‘present assigned to this
post: Captdln J. P. Farley, Lieutenant W.P,
Butler, Lieutenant E. M. Wright, and.Lieut.:
Chailes Shaler, Jr.—U. 8. Army and Navy
Journal. - ) el g

Khahl Cherif Pasha ‘ has been appo.inted’
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

in keeping with the general plan of the Ar—pio-Masten . -
: BTN

Island, was built hefore-the adoption of the |

It was one of three small arsenals which loecal; |
g .| influences secured at; Columbus, .Indian-
The greaterpart of the island ‘is lait out

| Pte. Warnock

]
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RIFLE MATCHES.:
ANNUAL RIFLE MATCH OF THE 33rp
- HURON BATTALIONS.

‘The Anmiual Rifla Match of the 38¢d Battal-
ioy camid off at, Seaforth ‘on Thursday and-
Friday, ]3th and 13(h insf... The first day
was 80 wet: that. very litlle was done, but. by
theindefatigible exertions of Captain Mur!
ray, who'was in charge of the iange, and the
other officers present, the varioys matches
were completed on Friday. The.attendance
was small, but the shooting considering! the
unfavorable i;yé{at'hei', was'Very ' good; - "The
following are the names of the successful
compelitors in the various matches.

" BATTALION CHALLENGE CUP.

This prize was competed for by five men
from each Company. .. Ranges 200 and 400
yards; fivo ehots &t eao's. © The bestshot in
eadh Company receiving a prize of $4, and
the best shdt'in'the whole$4 additional. As
will be seen. by the score, No. 3 Company

ling,of the ame Comphiy dartied the money
piige
- ., No. 3 Co. (Seaforth.)

Pte. Sparling = 4223213
Co 65 55 120
s L No.#Co. (Clinteny . - :

Eu. Proctor 2322312 3234315 27
Sergt. Coolg . : 3482314 . 2424214 28
Pte Daly - v 220204+ 6 00423— 9 T
‘Pie. Rovettsori * 503028 00423~ §' .11

14483315 3233415 80

- No.5 06 (AlileyVille) < ¥

Ple. Chapman 2232210 3024211 21

Pto Roddick « 03232-210° 320239 19
Bte, Ainkey ' 28011 00004 4" 15
‘Pte. Mooney . 202205 6./ 3%0b3— 8' 14

. 20223+ 9. 3343013 22
R U IR R A o
e L 46 ) i;'.‘:‘l: A‘l‘éx 1‘13
No. 7:Co. (Porter's Hill) : . | -
Capt, Sheppard’ 92232211 32424215126
Segt. McDonald  00332— 8 04002— 6" 14
Segt, MaDougall 0332210, . 40430-—10- . 20
Pte. Perdu ' - 20320— 7- 00000— 0 =¥
Pte. Biggar 12223312 43350<18° 20
: o480, 44092
: =« ..:No. 8Coe.(Gorrig.y« i+ .
Capt. Kane

Pte. Wilson.

vroe;

apt. Kane 0000 2—‘2;'00000“_-}'2.;;,3
Gorp; Roberts. 20022— 6 03203— 6 .13
Pte. Pyke 4233214 08320~ 8 -£2

23022~ 9 ‘24384-18", %5,
Pje. Skilfing -, "2;"23‘3}_,51'”;‘90@5_9&—‘-;_97,;11;

—

31 13

(Seaforth) won the cup,  and Private Spar--

i 200 400 : To-

o . yds. ¢ yds.  talv
Cupf. Wilson ' . 23334—15 24323—14° 29
Lieut. Wilson  34333—16 32232-12 . 28
Sergt: Campbell: 2222210 -02003— 5 15
Corp. Menary  32240—11 - 20230— 7 18

3444217 30




