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Camps of Exorciso a3 numorously attonded
at tho snmo timo of annual drill in the com-
ing season ar jn tho past, although certain
districts and corps may from time to timo
fuil to maintaia thoir full quota.

In creating any systom of Military Organ.
1zation the conditions and necessities of mo.
dor n warfare should be mainly considered ;
in former days when nations went to war, a
certain limited number of trained soldiers
who might bo regarded in tho light of na.
tional champlons,) woro ranged against cach
othor, (a8 it wero for a great dyel,) and tho
defeat of ono slde decided the war; tho
great muss of tho peoplo themselves wore
never engaged in war or withdrawn from
civil pursuits, This system, however (with
territorial powers at least), seems no longer
observed ; when fighting hag to be done,and
a country to bo defendad, judging from re-
cont European events, it is evident it must
be dono by tho wholo uation, in ono great
harmoniously organized and disciplined
mass, the sorvices of overy man and horae,
ns well as the whole material resources of
tho country being rendercd for the timo ne
quired, available for military purposes, turn
ed as it wore for tho moment from the avo-
cations of civil lifo into those of war, to
return again to the pursuits of industry
when the safoty of the country is secured.
Wars, moreover, in these days occur sud
denly, it is o word and a blow, concentration
18 rapidly effected, and the pation that fails
to organizo and train for defenco in timo of
peace, 50 88 to be ready to take the Field if
called on at o short notice, lies at the merey
of any strong and unscrupulous neighbor
who may be better prepared, and content.
plate conquest. Experience has also shown
that nations do not go to war without count.
ing the cost,and that to prevent attack upon
any portion of Her Dajesty’'s TCominions
nothing fias been found so deterrent or offi-
cacious as the power, and the will to resist
it; itis on oft-repeated truism, that forany
nation to be really free,tho strengih tomain
tain such  freedoms must exist.  Union,
organization, drill and discipline create
strength,

At atime when MilitaryOrganization forms
one of the most impcrtant and difficult ques-
tions of the day, it is satisfactory to observe
that tho Militia System of the Dominion is
ovidently appreciated.  Already there are
indicatious that in the rcorganization about
to takke placo ia the Reservo Forces of tho
Mother Country, o system in some respects
very similar (although details may difter)will
be adopted.

It would appear that tho task of reorgan.
izing tho Military Forces of Great Britain,
hias been confided to a committee of which
Masjor-General Macdougnll, formerly Adju-
tant-General of Militia in the Dominion
is chairman—that accomplished officer's
ability has therefore been fully acknow-
ledged.

L'he Division or Brigade Camps of exerciso
established in tho various military districts
of Canada last year,which werein operation
for sixteen days, provides much more
cffectually for the training of both officers
and men of the Active Militia at the time of
Apnual Drill than the system previously in
voguo ; many other advantages result thero-
from. It was demonstrated last summer
that thelocal force in cach Military District
could bo concentrated in a few hours,mostly
in tactical Brigades of the threo arms of
from 2,000 to 5,000 men: overywhere in
sufficient strength to crush any such at.
tempt at Fenian invasion ‘as have of lato
yoars occurred. Tho assembly of these
Brigades with such oase and rapidity in many

instances on the immediato frontior,has not
oaly glven confidenco to tho foroo itsolf Lut
to tho community at large, Tho vory samo
arcangoments shicl wero adopled to con.
centratoe, supply, and maintain the various
Brigades for sixteen days, at tho time of tho
Annual Drill would suflico to concentrato
them to ropel invasion, as rapidly and sup-
ply them as well, Whho it ins been shown
oonclusively that this canbo effected readily
lin evory District, it is not too much to say
{that during tho poriod of the year, fiold opo
{rations aro practicablo in Canada, should
ciroumstances require it, by bringing Bri
gades togather, & forco of about 30,000 men
with 32 Fiold Guns, could bo concentra-
ted almost nnywhere on the Southern Fron-
tior of Untario or Quebec in & very faw days,
without withdrawing a singlo man or gun
from tho Frovinco of New Brunswick or
Nova Scotia. Amnng tho many other ad-
vantages that result from the performanco
of tho Annual Drill in Camps of Exercise, T
may mention(1st) Steff Officors aro practis
in, and regimontal officers obtain some
knowledgo of the mode of moving troops (so
ns to ensure rapid concentration), transport,
and supply duties, (2nd) falso musters (an
evil judging from History, common to all
armies on first formation) can be entiroly
prévented, no say being issuced excopt to
thoso officors and men who actually come to
camp and are present &t tho muster parado
(the publicinterests, in this respect, being
thus protected), (3rd) whilst every opportu
nity is afforded in tho morning and forenoon
for Regimental Dnll, at the afternoon pa
rades tho different corps ma, bo irined to
co operate in tactical Brigades of the threo
arms, (4th) prescribed course of target prac
tico for the Artillery and Infantry can bo
earried by corps in rotation under proper
supervision, (5tb) the officers and men by
being brought away from home,and entirely
removed from the influenco of civil lifo at
the time of Annual Drifl, acquirc a bettor
knowledgo of discipline and amore soldier
liko tone, and the various Corps aro accus-
tomed to work togother under the Com-
manding Ollicer of the Distriot, (6th) friend-.
ly emulation in Dril}, discipline, and appeay-
ance, between Corps, is created by their
being brought together, (7th) officers, non-
commissioned officers and men, being paid
according torank, and rationed as if on ac:
tive service, all just grounds for complaint
on this point aro removed, and lastly, by
making the annual drill for both officers and
men of the milibia in time of poace, ns far as
circumstances will admit, o rehearsal of the
duties that would devolvo upon them in the
event of war, 1t is obvious that the Aclive
Militia thus trained would bo better
prepared when called on to dofend the
country.
Whilst very general satisfaction was ex-
ressed with regard to the special Camps of
Zxercise which wero in operation forsixteen
days such was not the case with thoso for
only 8 days, the raies of pay and allowances
being different, and the timoallowed slto
gether :nsufficient. Sceing, thercfore. the
advantuges, and that much more practico
afforded i sixteen days as compared with
eight, 1 beg ¢o recommend that tho system
ot eight days camps bo entirely abolished,
anad that for the performance of tho annunl
drtl for 1872 13, tho whole of tho Cavalry,
Infantry and Field Artillery Corps, bo as-
sembled in Divisional or Brigade Camps of
Exerciso for sixteen days continuous drill,
under the command of the officorsappointed
to command the Militis, in tho respective
MilitaryDistricts ; that tho various batteries
of Garrison Artillery should porform sixtecn

od [ non-comm

— - =
doys Artitlory drill consceutivoly oither ay
thelr own local hoad-quarters, or at such
For(s and Dattories ns may bo conveniens,
undoer tho instruction ond orders of the
Inspoctors of Artillery. Iiis furllier recom
ruended that tho samo datly rates of pay,
rations and allowances nuthgrized for aclu
scrvico Lo nllowed to tho officops, nop
commissioned officors, and men, . of the
Aectivo Militia prosent at Camps of Exercise
for tho performayce of tho Annual Drill,

Ihe additional oxpenso of tho Brigade
{amps which woro in oporation for sixteen
days was tnifling,when tho increased amoun;
of cflicienoy nttainablo,is considored. Iuthe
cight-day camps of last yoar, the cost 1o
Government for pay, which included sub
sistence, was $2 per oficer and 81 ‘}wr nop
commiseioned oflicer and man por day, —the
commanding officer making his own Joca
arrangemeonts for rations for his oorps, o
taking tho averago sized Battalion,say seven
companics, having n strongth of Sfftyaix

{ssioned officers and men per com
pany, as an illustration iho total cost fs
poy and subsistenco would bo a8 under fa
the battalion, viz:

29 Battalion officers, at $2 per
day for8days......... $464 &0

392 Non com. officers and men
at $1 per day for 8 days. 3,136 W

Total........ $3,600 &

Uander the system carried outin the si
teen doys' Brigade Camp,whero tho oflices
non-commissioned officers,and mon receiced
the pay of their respective ranks, as if o
actual service,with freo rations issued unde
Government control, the cost of the ratios
consisting of 1} Ib. of bread, 1 ib. of mey,
1 1b. potatoes, one-third oz, of coffee, oos
sixth oz. of tea, 2 oz. of sugar, § oz. of salt
and ono thirty-six 0z, of pepper per offiw
ond man per day, and Torage for horses
cluding hay, oats, and straw, wasin—

Rations  Forage
. forMon. for Hors
Mili'y Dis. No, 1, Camp
at Cloderich; 20cts. 36cts
do o, 2, Camp
at Nisgara,. 173 33
do  No. 3,Camp
at Kingston, 15 324
do  No. 4,Canip
at Prescott . 14% 35
do  No,5&6,Ca'p
at Laprairie, 153 %4
do No. 7,Camp
at Lovis.... 133 34
dv  No. 8§,Camp
at Fred'cton 173 8
do  No.9,Campat
Aylesf’dPlains 21} 3

Or say an average for a1l the Districts of k
cents per officerand man per day, aod 0’4
343 cents yer horso perday. Tho aveng,
cost for pay and subsistenco of tho s
sized Battalion, consisting of seven o=
panies of fifty-six non-commissioned office
and men, each may bo therefore statd#
follows:—
Porday Tow
&8

1 Lieut.-Colonal ... ... $4 87
2 Masjors... teeeeea. U T
7 Captains.. .o 282
7 Licutcnants .. 168 He
7 Ensigns..  ..... 128 §9%
1 Adjutant ...... . ..244 24
1 Paymaster............ 305 30
1 Surgeon ............. 365 36
1 Assistant Surgeon... . 243 24
1 Quarter-Master . ..194 14
— —_—
29 Total for Officers.. . ... 64



